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PREFACE. 

THESE lines are written iu the liope that, after their 
perusal, t l ~ e  visitor to " The Vale," or to other parts of the 
Himalayas, inay not feel himself so entirely a t  tlie mercy 
of his shikari, who too often cousults his own corufort, 
and visits spots where Le aiid the vi1lage1.s can play into 
one another's hands, and neglects localities where the best 

bags are to be obtained. 

The object, therefore, is not to write a book of adventures, 
but to give accurate measurements, the iinlnes of tlie best 
shooting grouuds, and such hints as are likely to pleore 
usefill to tlie inexperienced traveller in tlie hills and ravines 
of the Himalayas, and amongst the sterile n~ountnins nud 
plains of Ladak and Middle Thibet. 

No attempt has beell made to compile a scientific treatise. 
A book of this description wolild only bore the general 
reader, and a work now i~ the Press, by Mr. Sternd:rle, gives 
~nuch  information to the naturalist. A guide to the various 
shooting grounds does not exist, aud the want of it  is often 

keenly felt. 

I t  is quite iinpossiLle for one traveller to have an iutiniate 
Luowledge of the vast field for shooting which is included 
in tlie mountains of Hindustan and ThiLet. The author 
acknowledges with gratitude the assistaiice given to him 
by several friends ; and Inore especially to x gentjIemau 
who has resided in Knslimir for t l ~ e  last fifteeu years, his 
sincere tl~aulrs are due. 

At tililes tlie reader will fiud i t  difficult to trace the 
v:\rious localities ou the maps. In  order to lessen this evil 



tlie ant, l~or lins done llis Lest to  lsef'er t,o some fairly \yell- 
kno~vu  village or river, in tlie viciuity of the ground 11e inn)- 
be describing, and 113s added in tlie new Edition a few maps. 

I t  is lloped tliat the 01)ject of the slteleton maps, now added, 
may not Le inisunderstood. They are little more t11a11 clues 
to tlie localities rne~ltioned in the boolt, and will, it  is llol)ed, 
serve to relider the description of the various routes p1;iiuer. 

Tliey are  added a t  tlie request of several friends w l ~ o  l ~ a v e  
complained of tlle dificolty they have es1,erienced in  tmc- 
i n g  out tlie shooting gi.oni~cls referred to ill these pages. 

The oilly maps whicli are of a n y  real use are  those on the 
scale of one inch to  four miles. They are  to be obtained 
from Messrs. Ti~ncliei., S1)iillr & Co., of C:llcutta. 1 1 1  J311gl:tlid 
a l~nos t  a n y  description of bouucl map can be purcllased a t  
457, S t r a ~ l d ,  but  i t  is far preferable to bny the ordinary 
quarter sheets, for a big innp is difficult to  mauipnl:lte, and 
in n 1ligI1 wind, and 011 a small camp table, i t  is sufficiently 
aggravating to t ry  tlle temper of the ~ i ios t  a~riiilble of 
manlriild. 

All  the measnrements given ha re  been inade b y  tlid 
author, unless it is particularly noted to  the contrary.  By 
far  tlie greeter n n ~ n b e r  of places l iare beeu visited by liim, 
and it; is believed thnt all inforination so kindly afforded to  
l i i ~ n  is the result of recent experiences. 

I t  will, therefore, be understood that  this is a sportsman's 
and not a naturalist's booli, and w l ~ a t  success inay ll:~ve 
attended tlie autlior in his various wnnc'leri~igs can be con- 
fidently expected by ally one possessing tlie love of spo~.t, 
and thnt inost vt~lnable of gifts-a good constitution. A t  oile 
t ime i t  was intended to liave added n list of tlie 1:lrgest 
measurenients of liorus on record, but  this idea has been 
abandoned; for it  appears that  n gen t l e~nau  of grea t  
esperience is devoting himself to this u ~ d e r t a k i u g ,  



CHAPTER I. 
The Shilca~is of Kas7rnzii* and of Ladak-Tlie cost of u ehooting 

excursion- The decrease of game-Seasons for shootrny. 
IN Kashmir there exist two or three hundred me11 who call 

themselves shikaris, but there are not two dozen who are 
wortby of the name. I n  uo otlrer part of India llave I come 
across such an arrant collection of impostors. I quote from a 
letter of mine ml~icli tlie Editor of the Asian was kind enougll 
t o  comment upon in one of Ilia leading articles. 

" As a rule the Ka~hmir i  is a good wallrer alld is keen siglit- 
ed ; but only the very best of the fraternity are of any use 
after Ibex and Dlarlrhor. I would certainly not advise a11y 0110 

to  go after Ibex or BJarlihor without the aid of tlie natives of 
the country ; but I do deprecate the ernployt~~el~t  of the I~ost  
of followers i t  is the custom to entertain. Most people, wl~ell 
they arrive in Kashmi~., engage a sllikari ; if possible they 
employ a man who has been ~.ecornmended to theru, but failing 
this, they have to  fall back on any one who has a parcel of 
recommendations. Well nnd good, this is to a great extent 
unavoidable ; but what follows ? 

" The abikari mu&, he says, hare an assistant sllilrari ; tlie114 
there nlust be a man to carry luncheon, and a certain staff of 
coolies. One and all of tlris gathering do their best uot to  do 
any work. They are hangers-on of that grand gentleman, tlie 
Knshmiri shiknri, and in  return for emplojment foul~d, they 
work for him in his village during tlie winter moutlrs. This is 
not all. I n  addition to wages ; rice, dal, and ealt hare to be 
supplied, and uot urifreqi!entlr ghee, sheep and erell  tobacco 
or snuff are demanded. Custom has decreed tliat tweuty 
rupees and food are the head slikari's wages, a11d now it is too 
late to alter i t  ; but why engage an assistaut on twelve, aud a 
luncheon coolie on seven ? 

" Insist on tlre shilrari carrying a rifle, and doing his own 
scouting ; give him, when uecessary, the aid of a local mall who 
can carry tLe luncheon-basket and a spare-gu~~ ; keep u p  a 
staff of coolies to carry baggage and to collect wood, but give 
them to understand tlrat you are tlieir master, and thnt the 
sl~ikari . is . your F- servant, aud the result will be that, after a little 
trouble a t  K*B3,'jou will hare a much more enjoyable trip, aud, 
in all probability, will return with a better bag of gilrne. 

9 l 

Amongst n large gang of followers you are certain to be 
lrept in the dark as to nll movements, and you will be led about 
here aud there, scarcely knowing mliere you are bouud for. 



The better class of ~lhilraris can a ~ r d  mill work in tlie I~ope  of 
getting n reward 01- a recotnrnendntion to  some frieud of the 
s p o r t ~ n a u  who may take him into service during the coming 
se:Lson. 

Wllen n sportsmnn lrws lrnd some experience in Kaslrmir, and  
become collvers:~rrt with the  \ViLys of the cou~rt r~y,  Ire rnny well 
dispe~lse with tlle " professio~inl," and fi~11 b:~clc on tile local 
talelit of each ravine he visits. I-Ie will tlrell or~ly  require tlle 
services of two good coblies, instead of sliiltnris illid their 
followers. They mill brill: wood for the campfire, water to the  
cook-llouse, and carry the r~f les  on tlre wnrclr. Any 0110 wllo 
slloots for the  pleasure of the  thing will value n pair of liorus, 
wliich 110 lrns obtained witlrout aid, far  unore tllan :~uotlrer liencl, 
towards getting cvllicll he has done nothing more than pull tlie 
trigqer. 

The  men who in Idadak follow the tr:lde of " professiounl 
shikari" a re  few and far between. They are  not  a t  nll lceeli 011 

taking service, and are  much more likely to  deny tlre existence of 
game than to  invent stories which lnay lend the visitor t o  give 
them employment. 'l'liey a r e  ~laturiilly lazy, obstruct,ive, aud  
obstiuate, but  same are  exceptions to tlre rule, and ninlce good 
servants. I u  Lahoul and Spiti t h e  sliiknris are  geuerally 
lronest, moderate in tlreir demands, and fairly nnxlous t o  please, 
b u t  a re  gre i~t ly  ~var~tir lg in enterprise. I n  Gl~urwnl,  Russaliir 
t ~ n d  ill the  estates of tlie various petty rajas in the neighbour- 
hood of our uorth-west sanit:rrin,, they a re  velly different t o  
tlie I<:~sl~mir impostors, and, as a rule, a re  reliable aud hard- 
w o r k i ~ ~ g .  

Very few of the IIimnlnyan shi1cal.i~ are  good trackers, i n d  
none can be compared with the men of the  wild tribes of the  
Ceiitral Provi~rces. 

Since the 11abit of e m p l o ~ i i ~ g  so many retainers llas come 
illto vogue, the cost of shoo t~ng  iu I<aslimir Lras bee11 greatly 
increased. Still i t  is tlie country for 1lle11 \v110 ca111lot afford 
t o  expelld large s u z s  on sport. F o r  outfit i t  is i~npossible to  
fix ally figure, bu t  I slioulcl strougly recomueud a few tliiugs to 
be selected. 

Provide your tent  wit11 net-worlr pocltets, and I~ave an  outer 
f ly  covered with Irh?lri drill, for n, white terlt in n Thibetau - C' 
 lulla all call be seer1 %r lnlles by the game. 

Tlie servants' tents  are best made of brow11 blnulcets t l rro~vn 
over a male baulboo ridye ~ ' o l e ;  tlre ridge to  be supported 
on a, couple of forlied sticks which cau be used as walking sticltv 
by the coolies. 

Clothilrg -Puttoo ~ u i t s  mncle i l l  S~-io:igga~*, fur-lined gloves, 
flaullel shirts, a Cnrdigau jacket with sleeves, broad-soled 
boots. 

Coolcing Utensils.-Bloclr tin cooltiug pots. 
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Etceteras. -Butcher'e ~lrinliitlg k n i r e ~ ,  ~ l~oemaker ' a  eewing 
implemente, pnckiug ceedles, I ~ o u e e ~ i f e  nrid worsted for darliir~g 
soclie, n telescope, binoculars, flint nr~d atcel. 

f i r  a bnttery.-I can o ~ i l y  Ray what I myaelf prefer in the 
hille, arid that  ia 1). B C. F. .600 bore Esprese by Henry, clrnrge 
69 dr*acl~ms, and a 22-bore gull. 

Rur Store#.-Cocoa, ten, oatmeal, jnma. %or Thibet ndd 
Normandy butter, Swise milk, nrld corned heef, dried fruitn 
nnd  vegetables. 

The  annexed tnble of expenues ~houl t i  be sufficient for any 
one who cares to  go to tlie Inore remote  ravine^, nrld tlius give 
liin~aelf the  best c l~n l~ce  of getting good tr o l ~ t ~ i e ~  :- 

Carriage of one small tcnt and personal baggage 4 men a t  Es. C, = Rs. 24 
9 7 ,, cook house tent, utensils, &c. ... 2 , . , , . ,  = ., 12 ... 9 9 ... ,, stores ... 2 . . . .  , ,= ,. 12 

Gul l  cawcs and ammunition ... 1 9 ,  9 ,  9 ,  - - ,, G 
Servants' baggage ... ... 11 V )  , - - 9, 6 
Cook's pay, Rs. 10 ; Shikari, Rs. 20 ; Two coolies, Rs. 10 = ,, 40 

... Food for self, Rs. 20 ; for 4 servants, Hs. l5 = ,, 3.5 
Runners t o  Srinaggar and paymcnt of local shikaris, Cc. = ,, 30 

.- 
TOTAL Rs. ... l(;~, - 

To this must  be added, in many caseg, the carriage of food for 
the  serrnllts. Tl~e cost of tliis depends or1 tlie distance frorn 
tlie nearest del& for supplies ; but  it s l~ould not sivell the  total 
beyond ]is. 200. \Vines arid stores call be made to  amourit 
toSany sum, and if xnucl~ is required, the item " carriage" will 
be materially iricrensed. It xnny be objected that  I llave 
 upp posed the t~.nveller t o  move his camp d;rilr ; but,  altllougl~ 
be  will probably halt a t  least half his time, i t  will be fotlnd 
necesmry t o  engage the  meu permi~nently as Le wi l l  be past 
t he  line of villnges. 

A list of the  autllorized rates is appel~ded :- . * 
Coolie by the day halting ... ... 

,, per march ... ... ... ... 0 4 0 
Dandy bearer ... ... ... ... 0 f i  O 
Baggage pony per march ... ... ... 0 8 ( I  

... Riding ,, ,, 9 9 ... . . .  1 0 0 

Custom has ~ e t t l e d  :- 
Head shikari ... ... Rs. 20 and food per mensem. 
Assistant ,, ... ... about ,, 10 ,, 9 9 

Tiffiu coolie ... S - .  9 ,  ,, 7 ,, 9 ,  

Baggage ,, S . .  17 ,, 5 ,, I ,  

A coolie e m p l o ~ e d  in t l ~ o  vicinity of llis omu vill:~ge gets  
11s. 6 per mensem and no food. Tllus, wlien the ~po r t sman  
goes u p  tlie K~. is l~nye,  tlie coolies a r e  hired u t  the warm ~pr inge ,  
;\nd get  this rate of I'ny. 



I n  Tllibet, Ynk hire is cheap;  the  drivers bring their own 
food n~ id  provide carri:tge for it. Tlie ordiuary charge per Yak 
is Iis. 8 to 11s. 12 a mo~itli. 

I n  otller portions of the  Hitnalavas rates vnry uo much tl i i t t  
no exact figures cn!: be given, bu t  of one thing I feel certain, 
tlint, omitting the cost of wiues or spirits, any one should be 
able to  march from end to  end of the  Himalayas for 11s. 300 
per mcnsetn, and sliould be  able to wander all over Kashmir 
for a mu cl^ lower sum. 

I have no belief in being stingy, and in malring onenelf nn- 
necessnrilv uncornfortnble ; but  i t  1s often n ~ o r e  trouble to take  
luxuries tllnn to do without tliem. 

The decrcnse of game is chiefly due to shooting out of season, 
to the  use of nets and nooses, and other unfair means for lrilling 
game. 

Fair  shooting does not  do much harm ; and, if the  sportsman 
nlso fires :~t  nll vermin he sees, tile chances are  that  in the  long 
rlin lle does more good tlinn harm. Every leopard, wolf, or wild 
dog met wit11 is as n rule fired a t  ; bu t  foxes, pine martens, 
mensels, nnd birds of prey are  seldom interfered with. The 
pt11.chnsers of game are  much more t o  be blamed than  the  
native who traps i t  during t h e  breeding season. 

The questiorl is so often asked: " When shall I take leave 80 

ns to  ensure getting sport ?" This table of seasons may aid to- 
w:lrds a reply :- 

Himattryas within the action of the monsoon. 
JPnrch, April, and Map, and half of J u n e  are the  best montba 

for large game. 
Half June,  July, nnd August a re  generally so rainy that 

no  wport is to  be got. 
I n  September, October and November t he  weather is, aw a, 

rnle, perfect, bu t  the vegetation is rank. These are  the  months 
for phensan t-sliooting. 

December, January,  and February are  cold ; and a t  any elevn- 
tion over 7,000 feet there is too mucl) sno\rr. 
The Himnlcryas beyond t l ~  action of the monsoon, in which parts 

of ~ t t s ~ r n i r  rimy ire included, can be visited confortair2y 
during t?~e wJao~a-,~ea~* unless tlte snow bars the way. 

&'or Kashmir and Ladak.  
January and Februiiry, if the  suom is deep, are  good for stng- 

shooting. 
March is n sure time to get  the  stags, for they a re  low down 

grazing on the  green grass. 
The latter half of April, the whole of %fay, and part  of J u n e  

ze for Ibex and hl,.trlthor. 
rom J u n e  15th to September 15th very little can be done i? ,!P* 

in  K:tsliinir ; the g:rlne call wnnder over all tlle mount:~in tops 
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wliich nre then free from mow. The bears nre out of fur, nnd 
their coats vnluelese. These nre the montl~s for Thibet. 

September 16th to November 1st the  bnrasingh are cnlling 
and nre returning from their summer retreats. The bears are 
getting worth shooting, and the cbilrore are to  be found in 
the lower hills. 

November nnd December. Tl~ere  is one grent drawback to 
shooting during these two months ; the grase is dry, noisy, nnd 
slippery, but Eovember can advnntngeously be epent nfter red 
bears or nfter the Kashmir JIarlrhor. I n  December t l ~ e  graas 
is dangerously elippery, and tlre bears are hibernating. An 
early snowfall will however cure the first evil, and wil l  nlso 
cause tile stags to descend. The mild fowl are ilumeroufl, but 
n1-e difficult to approach ; they are continually harnesed by the 
boatmeu, and will not allow a boat to get near them. 



CHAPTE 
Xoutes to Le71, &.-A few shooting m u t e s .  

TN Dr. Ince's Hnndbook of Kashmir mill; be found detnila 
of the authorized rou tes  into the valley. 

They nro :- 
l .  Via Goojerat and the Fir Panjal. 
2. 9 9 Rawal Pindi and Murree. 
3. 9 ,  Peshakvur and Hazara. 
4. 9 9 Goojerat and Poonch. 

From Sriunggar t o  Leh the r o u t e  is elightly altered. 
No. STAGE. MILES. SUPPLIES. REMARKS. 

1. Gunderbal ... 14 Good . . . By boat or by road. 
2. Kangaum ... 11 9 9 

3. Gooud ... 14 Doubtful.. . House. 
4. Gugangair ... 10 None. 
5. Soonamurg .. . 9 Only milk. 
6. Baltal ... 10 None ... Huts. 
7. Mataiyan ... 15 9 9 ... Cross Zogila. Rlatahoy is 

half way. Huts, but  
very dirty. 

8. Drns ... 15 Good .. . Large house. 
9. Tnshganm ... 16 Fair ... Serai. 

10. Kargil ... 23 Good . House. Pass Changaum at  
16 miles. Supplies only 
obtainable by previous 
notice. Pay for l+  
stages. 

11. Shergol ... 20 Fair . .. Serai. 
12. Kurbo ... 19 . . . ,, Pass Rloolbekll. 
13. Lama Turu ... 16 ~ ) d o d  ... ,, Lay in supplies if 

going by Wanla. 
14. Snurla ... 20 Pair. 
15. Saspul ... 20 1 9  .. . Serai. 
16. Snemo ... 15 9 7 . . 7 

*. : 
17. Leh ... 18 Good .. . Bungalow. 

LeA to CI~angcl~en?no. 
1. Rnnbeer Bagh. 

Tikzay ... 10 Fair. 
2. Chimray ... 15 Good ... Last place where wheat 

flour is got. 
3. Zingral ... 8 None ... Serai under the pass. No 

fuel. Camp about 16,000, 
4. Durgu ... 17 . . . Cross Changla, start early. 
5. Tankse ... 6 FA .. . House and Garden. Last 

chance of supplies. 
6. Muglib ... 9 Nonc. 
7. Tsearh Tso ... 5 j t  , , , Bhurrel to right anci Icft. 
8. Phohrang or 12 to 14  ,, . . . I'ms Lukung. 

Chnggra. 
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No. STAGE. MILES. HUPPLIEB. R E M A ~ K S .  
9. Foot of bfarsemik 6 to  8 None ... Crms Pass. 

10. Panglung or 8 to 10 ,, . . . 19 

Rimtli Guinlay. 
11. Pamzal ... 8 1) . . . Changchenmo valley, f ucl. 
12. Kyam ... 8 9 1 ... Fuel. 

There ie  nn alternative route from Zingral over Knyla. Hal t  
at Kay Tno after crossitlg the  Pass  ; uext day go to ' l ' a~ r l~~e .  

F r o ~ n  Ta~ilwe there i~ R route to Rlirpx Tso and tlre 'l'lratoola; 
insteiid of going to Muglib cross tlre river, alld go u p  tlre back 
of the ranges wlrich boulrd the Pallgong to  tlre ~ o u t l l ,  and tllerl 
to  get  to  C'haugcherltno come ~.ound tlre rallgee, and march along 
the  borders of the lake by mnu to Lukung. 

[See map of Changchenmo.] 

Rozcte front Srinnggar to TVard~zlar~. 

No. STAGE. MILES. SUPPLIES. REMARKS. 
1.  Kanbal ... Good . .. By boat. 
2. Chang~u ... 7 9 1 ... Early in the year ask 

a t  Kaubal if store 
is open. Lay in rice 
and salt for t he  
whole trip. 

3. Nowboog ... 12 Only milk and 
fowls. 

4. Foot of Murgan 7 None. 
5. Over Pass ... 18 Fowls and milk Cross Murgan. 
6. Gweenye ... 10 None ... Camp a t  entrance of 

nullah. 
7. Maru ... 14 Fowls and ... Capital of JVardwan. 

sheep. 

From Naru to RrisAnye. 
No. STAGE. MILES. SUPPLIES. REMARKS. 

JITarm Springs . . . 10 Fowls and sheep Engage coolies bp month. 
Furriabad ... 13 Kone ... Pass hletwan, the eav,st 

village. 
Opposite Dichnje 1 
Tekh I\Inrg 
l u n d i k  Sir ::l) These are all shooting marches. There i n  a 
Re]-l Gjre ... cave a t  Tekh Rlurg andustones for shelter in all, 
Ladhi Hoie ... but hTundik Sir. Distances, 2 to 5 miles. 
Turring Hoie ... 1 

Tlre Znis~ l je  branclles off at  Furrinbacl. 
The B i r b u l ~ r ~ e  joins the  mail1 llullah between the  " Mrarm 

Splilrgs" and Pu;rinbad. 
From Srinnggnr there are a l t e r~~a t ive  routes to Astor and 

Booliji. These places  can be relzclred by the direct road or by 
poi~rg over tlre Zopila, and the11 ;~lotig tlre Le11 1-nad ; and from 
Chaugnu~u by worlring ncross to Isk;irdo, K O L I ~ U ,  &C. 



Ditlcct Row tes-S~i?&agga? to Astor. 
No. STAGE. MILES. SUPPLIES. REMARKS. 
1. Bandipoor ... 0 Good .. . By boat over the Woolar; bake 

coolies to G urais. 
2. Kralpoora ... 5 Doubtful. 
3. Tragbal ... 6 None. 
4. Zudkoosoo ... 9 11 .. . Cross Rajdiangan Pass. 
5. Kanzelwan ... 7 I I 

6. Goorais . . . 8 Milk, &c. ... Take on coolies to Dars and 
all supplies. 

7. Rangla ... 10 None. 
8. Mapunun ... 6 9 I 

9. Minimurg ... 4 11 

10. Boozil ... 5 I I 

11. Sirdar-ki Koti .. . 9 I I 

12. Dars ... 8 ,, ... Take on coolies to Astor. 
13. Godhai ... 10 9 9 

14. Margam ... 8 9 I 

15. Astor ... 12 Fair. 
16. Duskin ... 14 None. 
17. Dognee ... 12 9 I 

18. Ramghat ... 10 
19. Boonji ... 13 ~oud)tful .  

or a t  march 7 go to  (l), Lishnt, 7 miles ; (2), Loyen Hmda,  
16 miles ; (3), Marmeri, &c. See next route. O r  from- 

No. STAGE. MILES. SUPPLIES. REMARKS. 
6. Kanzelwnn to 
6. Tharbut ... 9 None. 
7. Gugd Pass .. . 10 9 9 ... Up Chota Gugai. 
8. Loyen Harda ... 12 I l .. . Cross Pass. 
9. Marmeri ... 12 9 3 

10. Chongam ... 14 9 9 

11. Goorekeet ... 12 9 1  

12. Astor ... 7 Fair. 

l'lre first of these routes, over the Darikoru pass, and vid 
Boozil, is the  easiest. I t  is open iu April. 

Tho second is difficult, and is open in May. This route is 
by Linl~at  and tlie Knmri Pass. Tlie third is by Gitgni and the 
G;igai pass, and is the  most difficult of the  three. 

I am illformed tb:it there is a route from l~oolrnai going t o  
t he  Rattu plait1 vid hlir Mulliclr. 

The generalit,y of visitors arrive in Kashmir, about 25th April, 
b u t  some sportame~l, who come from Etlgland, often have a 
large amount of spare time on their hande, and have not to 
be  back by any fixed date. To them I would recommend t h e  
following routes :- 

Secure %R soon a8 possible one of the  Soroo "Ibex Nullnhs ;" 
ende:~vour to be on the ground by the first week in April. 
Soroo CRII be renclied from Srinnggnr either by crossi~lg 
tlre Zogiln. Pnsq, an(\  tlleu turning off t o  the  right from 
DI-as, or by tlie Wi~rdwan route. The length of time talien on 
the  road depends on a man's wallring powers. Early in the season 
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there will be no  occaelon to  Ilurry, ao I will ~uppoRe Ilo marches 
leisurely. By boat Le will rencll Kanbal  bridge in two d a c ~ ,  
and can then walk on s e r e ~ i  milea t o  Clrangue village. I l e r e  
110 will ge t  supplies of rice and salt wlrich muet suffice to carry 
him ou t o  Soroo. From Clrnligua i t  ie an  eaRy marc l~  t o  
Nowboog ; t he  third march ia to  :my   pot under the  Murgatl 
Pass  ; t he  fourth is  over the pass. Then i t  is n long mnrch to 
Sooknie ; and from there he will require three t o  fire days, accord- 
ing t o  what nullah he selects. A t  Soroo flour is  easily obtained, 
and is the  dep6t from which he will draw future  eupplies (Blap 
of Liddar Valley, &C., Chap. XII).  

After having secured some Ibex  hende, cross the  gliicier~, 
rtud hit off the  Ladak road near  Lama-Yuru Then marcli 
down t o  Leh ; from there visit t h e  Changcheumo, and utilize 
t h e  months of Ju ly  and August  in the pursuit of Ovis A m m o ~ ,  
Burhel and Antelope. O u  t h e  way back have a look a t  some 
of t h e  Iraunte of tlie Shnrpoo, nnd get into Kaslrmir in t ime 
for  the stag-shooting. After t h e  stags ha re  ceased callitlg, i t  
is  a good plan t o  visit tlle grazing grounds where the  sheep 
have been folded dur ing the  summer, and pick up  one or  two 
red  bears. W h e n  leavicg tile vnllev, go  out  either by t h e  
PooocL route, taliing the  Snllnr ~ a r l i l i o r  groulid" on the  
way, or  else s tay a few days in the  K:tj-uag hills, aud leave 
by Murree. (Map  of Knjnng, Chapter  IV).  

Or, if of a more adreuturous turn,  the  f o l l o ~ i n g  programme 
might be suitable :- 

Cross the  Z o g i l ~  Pass before the  llearv snow se ts  iu. Tllis 
ge~ieral ly eau be done as  late ns ~ e c e l i b e r  1s t  ; tlletl m o r c l ~  
steadily n lo l~g the  Ladnk road t o  Lama-Puru .  W h e n  there, 
shoot Shnrpoo, for these a~iimnls come down close to the  villnge 
d u r i l ~ g  tlre wiuter montlrs, IVorlc tlle whole of tlie ground 
between Lama-Yuru and the  H i ~ ~ j o  Pass. The road to Hinjo 
lies through Waula ; the  distance is  about 20 miles t o  tlie foot 
of  t h e  pass. D o  n o t  cr.oss this pass, for there  might be difficulty 
in  gettillg on, or  back again ! l'ay ~)ar t icuIar  attelitiou to  t h e  
heights above Walila for Ibex, aud t o  the  couutry aoutb of the  
\Vnnla gorge for Burhel. By January  20tl1, the  traveller can 
re tu rn  to Lama-Yuru,  and then visit tlle Ibex  nul la l~e  of Kulsi 
and Basgo, aud t h e  plni~is t h a t  a r e  frequented by Sharpoo. 
Le11 mill be the  next  place t o  r i s i t ;  nnd to  refit will probably 
take  a few days. Leaving L e h  i n  l\iarch, work up  the  I n d u s  
t o  Hanle, talriug the  Ovis Arnmon ground llear G j a  and Tir i  
en route; in J u u e ,  after shooting t h e  Thibetl ravine deer  near  
t h e  Tso-Mornri lt\lre, triru u p  northwards and march along t h e  
Pangong lake t o  Changcl~eumo. Give a few days t o  t h e  
Antelope ; re turn  by Tnukse to  Le11 ; then work along t h e  
Kashmir road to  Changaum (see route to  Leh) ,  nnd from there  
tr~lce the  road t o  Iskardo, nud risit the b la~~kl~or -g round  ; then 
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retr~rt i  to tlie vnlley for ~ t : l y ,  nnd go ou t  by tlio Blurrpe 
Pooncll routes, and the  Iiabitat of all the  different lrillda of 
Rasbmir, Lndnli or  l 'hihetan game will have been v i~ i ted .  If  
it; is found thnt  the Zogiln Piiss is likely to  remain open later 
than December l s t ,  i t  would be better  to  delay, a s  t ) l e  

t ime speut  belween Lama-Puru  aud Leh lnipbt hang heavily 
on hmd .  

Most  men have only six  non tlis a t  their disposal ; out  of 
this  time one m o ~ ~ t h  is ~ ~ e c e w ~ a r i l y  lost in travelli~lg to  and f'ro~n 
the  valley of Kashmir. Duril)g 0110 expedition of tlri3 
durntion, i t  is hopeless to expect to obtain s l ~ o t s  a t  every Iri11c1 
of hill game, and by attempting too much, i t  no t  utif'requentlv 
h ~ p p e n s  thnt  the  ~ p o r t s m a n  ]wins his chances of do i~ lg  well 
nfter any 0110 of the  v a ~ - i o i i ~  a~lim:\ls. I f  a mall reactlea 
Knshmir in April, my advice to  him woul(1 be, leave Srirlnggar 
ns quickly ~s can be arranged, make u p  his mi r~d  wtr:\t 
~ p e c i ~ n e u s  he wisliea to  secure, and relnembet. t ha t  i t  is almost 
i~npossible to  make sure  of more t l ~ a u  three or four varieties. 

If the  selectiori is Ibex, Astor, Nnrltllor, and Oorirl 
(Sharpoo), Iris route is evidelitly fixed ; he must go to  tlie Astor 
~ i d e  (Map, Ciiap. IT). 011 his wav bnclc he may pick up n 
*tng o r  two 011 the  hiyh ground above Bandipoora, say, ill Gogai. 
H e  will in  a11 probab~li tv have secured n few Bears n~ltl Musk 
Deer  ; but his mind siiould be set  on Ibex arid Markhor. If, 
on the other baud, he wislles t o  ge t  Ibex and the game of 
'l'hibet, he  must  follow one of the  routes already described. 
The  chances of getting red Bears are  small, for time will no t  
nllocv of llis remaining to t ry  a d e r  either the Benrs or Kashmir 
M r l o r  I n  f'act, i t  is possible that  he rnigllt prefer to  re turn  
from Hnnle by the Sitnln route. 

I f  n combiuntion of shooting and society is wished for, what 
is pleasanter than to  follow tlie Ibex ul;til J une ,  then to visit 
Oulmurg,  and after the  Reason is over t ry  for the Barasingh. 

It hinlr Soonalnurg,the second hill station of Kash~nir , is  iL much 
prettier place than Gulmurg, bu t  it is further f'roul S~.iliaggnr, 
rind seems of late years t o  have been deserted, chiefly, I f'tllicy, 
owing to tlie w:\llt of supplies. O u l ~ n n r g  is only two marches 
f11om the  capital, whereas Soonnmurg is five. 

To elliploy six montl~s '  leave if Astor or Ladak a re  visited 
is very simple, but t l ~ e  difficulty of set,tling where to go for 
three l no~ i t l~ s  is greilt, for most of the  grouud near the valley 
is greatly shot over. 

Three months leave means bu t  two mouths after gnme; n , n d  
I mould not  ndvise any one to  speud their bard-earued privi- 
lege leave in Kashmir unless they can so time i t  as  to  arrive in  
Srlnaggnr by April 1st or else bJ September 1st.  

I n  tho first case, the  arrivel* on April 1 s t  will, in all lilreli- 
hood, have his choice of the  Witrdwau atd Soroo Ibex nullnlis, 
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and  by t u r r i i ~ i ~  Ilia attention t o  orily I l ~ e x  n ~ ~ d  red Eenre lle 
s l~ould  do  well. On Septeurber l n t  t l ~ e r e  will be t ime t o  eecure 
n good locality for e t n g ~ ,  and  before leavitig, for  get t iug a few 
Uenre, 01. possibly n h1 arlcl~or. 

I f  filte decreed t h a t  leave could no t  be  obt,nined 0 0  a s  to  
nrl-ive before Rlny lst ,  I el~olild e t ro l~gly  recou~mend the Pir 
Ynnjal, for all t h e  good groulid it1 t h e  Warclwall aucl elsewhere 
would be  occupied. 

Shor te r  leave tlinn three  months would point  t o  t h e  Pir,  o r  
t o  tlle Ktij-nrrg oulv, arid would, in  1111 probability, resul t  in  s 
complete f;tilu:.e. e r  a r e  many epots liear o u r  hill 
~ i ~ l ~ : l t n t - i a  tllat could be visited on sixty d:~ye' leave, b u t  I do  not 
propose t o  touch  ou tlieln bere. 1,:iter on, wlletl pointing 
oiit  tlie fnrori te  resorts  of soine varietiee of game, I will 
uieutiorl a few pl:\ces wliich mity prove a t t rac t ive  to those  
~ p o ~ * t e m e n  m110 linve bu t  a shor t  ~ p e l l  of l iber t r  on hnlid. 

'llhe routes  I linve given 11: l t~r i~l ly  ndtnit of g rea t  variation. 
Lel l  can  be  reached by f~ l lowi t lq  tlre Zasknr river t o   it^ 
j u ~ l c t i o n  with t l ie Iudua.  '1'ller.e le  also a rou te  from t h e  
Krislinye which lends in to  Lad;lk. There  ie a road to Soolruie 
from tlie Liddnr  valley ; a u d  runily otlier bye-patlie a r e  open. 
(Map,  Chapter  XII). 

l u  t h e  preceding directions I Lnre  upp posed Sriuaggar  
t o  b e  t h e  base of operations, b u t  i t  is  by n o  ineans necetl- 
s a ry  t h a t  th i s  elrould b e  adhered to. A s t a r t  can  be made  
from any of t h e  N o r t h - W e s t  o r  P u n j a b  Hill St:itions, n ~ i d  
by worlriug t l r r o u ~ h  t h e  'Ibex ground in  Sp i t i ;  thrortgh t h e  
vicir~i ty  of the  'llso-hlornri Inlie ntld H:rnle iu pursui t  of Ovie 
Ammon,  Burliel a n d  Goa  n good bag lniglit be  mnde. I f  prp- 
fert*ed, iuste:id of going from Ha111e i ~ o ~ ~ t l i w n r d e  t o  t h e  I I J ~ U R ,  
t l iere is uothiug t o  prevent  t h e  t~ . i~ve l le r  ~ ' I - O I I ~  pnssinq tllroligli 
tlie l i~ i l r shu  colintry over tlie T;I~:L~;III;: pass, and so o n  to Lt.1~ 
uid G y n  and  l l i r u .  T h e  middle of Bfiij would be early 
euough to s t a r t  o n  this trip. 



THE ~ P O ~ I T S U A N ' ~  QUlDll  TO 

CHAPTER 111. 

EIi~~zaZnynn gnnbe- Fur prodllcers - Pheasants, &c. 

IN the dominions of the Mahar,zja of Kasl~mir a grent variety 
of game is to be found-in fact specimens of almost every kiud 
of Hi~nalayan trophies can be obtained. 

The goats are represented by two varieties of Markhor-the 
Ibex aud the Ther. The cnpricorns or antelope goats include 
the Serow and the Goral. 

The sheep are three in qumber-the Ovis Amrnon, Ovis 
Viguei, with one or two closely allied varieties, and the 
Burhel. The Deer family have the Kashmir Stag, t he  Alusk 
Deer, and the Barking Deer. 

Then follow the Antelope and Ravine Deer of Thibet. 
The Yak representing the cattle. 
The K j a n g  or Wild Ass of Thibet. 
The red and black Bears in Kashmir nud parts of Ladalr. 
The cat tribe consists of the Leopard, the Ounce, the Thibet 

Lynx, and one or two unirnportallt Jungle Cats. 
The dogs include two or Inore species of wolves, and the 

wild dog. 
Pigs are found in some parts, irnd a t  one time were common in 

the Liddar, Siodb, &c. 
The gigantic Ovis po2ii and 0. karelilzi, the Central Asian 

antelope Gutturosa, are not met with on ground that can, under 
ordinary circumstances, be visited by the English sportsman ; 
but the horns can sometimes be purchased from tradera. 

The Maral or Msralbashi stag is another trophy which must 
be bougllt. The horns are sold in the Ynrlrand bi~zlzr. 

The Snmbhur takes the place of the Barasingh or Kashmir 
Stag in our British possessions. 

The  Oorial or Houriar of the Salt Ran50 must be mentioned, 
for although i t  is not found in the countries in wllicl~ we are  
now chiefly concerned, i t  often forms nn item in the game 
list of the visitor to the valley, who has the time and inclina- 
tion to stop a t  Jhelum. 

Some of the fur-producing animals are greatly in request. 
The marmot, the hill fox, the j:~ckal, ,a lynx-like mild cat, three 
or four varieties of flying. a'quirrel, including an almost black 
variety from the Pir Pnnjnl, an excessively handsome little 
marten, h l n  Tilail, the coklnoo piue marten, and a few weasel. 
are those genetaally to be purchased. Otter skins are rarely 
to be bought, aud are expeueire. 
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Measre. Hume and Marahnll'a exl~nuetive treatiee on tbo 
game birde of Jndia givee a lorlg liet of bill pheaaante, psr- 
tridgee, &C., eo tha t  bu t  few relnnrlrs are  neceeeary. 

'l'l~e monaul, the  ltoklnee, the  knleege, the m m  chilrore, and 
t he  comlnou chiltore are  in placee fairly common in Kaehmir. 

Wild fowle are numeroue on the  vnrioue lnkee. 
FVoodcoclr are  t o  be found. 
8uipe are found it1 Kashmir. 
Sandgrouse iu Tbibet. 
Tlre cheer pheasant, black partridgee, wood pnrtridgeu and 

other game birds abound in some of our own Ilimnlayne. 
The so-called Argue of ~po r t smen  is very rare in Kaehmir, 

bu t  ie more plentiful iu Chumba aud r~ea r  Kislrtwar. 
Hares a re  common in many placee, but a re  not  found in 

Kashmir proper. 
Be  I intend to devote one chapter t o  ernall game ehooting, I 

do not  t h ink  i t  necessary to go in to  nny great details here, for 
b u t  few people care t o  follow birds in Kashmir, 



CHAPTER IV. 
THE M.~RI<HOR ( Caprn megaceros aud Cupru falco~zeri). 

In Kushnzir, Mctrk-lroi.; 12uchi o f  Ladak;  and also called in d stor 
the Boonz. 

T a r s  splendid wild goat is fitr more difficult t o  obtain than the 
Ibex,  and is consequeutly Inore higl~ly prized. On the  sllootirlg 
grounds wt~ich  r ~ r e  open t o  the  European sportsmen, fine old 
bucks a re  seldom met with, and rarely n good trophy is, obtained. 
A pair of ~nnssive horns, over 60 iuches in leugtli, is worth 
mritly long days of really hard work. l u  fact an old male 
39arlrllor's head from the  P i r  Palljal, from the  Astor rnou~ltair~s,  
from Sbeik Budin, o r  from auy locality, and of whatever 
rar iety,  is a trophy worth the  most artistic set t ing up, a ~ l d  
when se t  up, a plilce of honour on t h e  wall of the  room o r  
hall. (Iudex map). 

Some of the  heads from the  P i r  Panjal  a r e  very handsome ; 
t hey  have fine massive sweeping curves, and occasioually three  
cornplete ~pirnls .  1 have lately seeu a pair 47 itlches i n  length, 
aud  doubtless larger do exist. d d n m s  lnentions obtaiuiug oue  
of 4 8 i  inches. ' .  

I n  the  Kaj-nag and Shi~msllibri ranges very good heads a r e  
still to  be  obtained, bu t  they vary mucl1 in iippearrtuce a ~ l d  
thickness. Annexed a re  t h e  me i l su~~emet~ t s  of two pairs of 
horns allot iu  the  silme stalk ; both these buclrs were very old 
ones, the  tee th  being worn away ; ill fact some were missing. 
I t  will be seen a t  s glance what  diff'erent aypearauces these 
horns p r e s e ~ ~ t e d  :- 

Length along the curve. Gi&. Divel*gency at tips. N u .  of spi,rals. 
53 inches .. . 94 inches ... 26 inches . .. 2 P 
43 ,, ... 11 ,, ... 31 ,, ... 2h 

T h e  longer of tlie two reminded me forcibly of t h e  Markhor  
from t h e  Sheik Budirl hills. The  spirals were eh:~rp, b u t  t h e  
}lol.lls laclied the  rourldness of tha t  variety. I hzve no large 
horlls frotn Sheik Budin t o  lneasui.e, nor do  I remeulber ll:lvillg 
seer1 any of great  l e ~ ~ g t l l .  A frielld, who linew the  s l l o o t i ~ ~ g  ou 
tllose hills in their  palmy c ~ : L ~ R ,  SRSS tllat tlie largest p i ~ i r  110 

succeeded i n  obta i~i ing  nlcre 36 i11c11es i l l  le t lgt i~.  
F rom Atk l~a i~ i s l an  1 1)ossess n. p;lila of' 35 i~lclies, mrlricl~ a r e  

eaid to  be good specimens, :~l ld a re  t h e  1rt1'gesL 1 ~ : I V ( &  C O I I I ~  

across. They are  massive u p  to tlie top, round in  section, n ~ r d  
nfford a strilrirlg co~ltt 'nst t o  the  n e s t  variety-the Astor,  or 
N U I I ~ ~  P ~ i r b u t  Marlrhor. 

This i ~ ~ ~ i l n i l l  is l i~ rge r  than i ts  reprssent;~tive in Kashmir proppr. 
n l a ~ l ~  stuud ils ~ n u c h  as eleveu llitnds, wliel.eas the  1arge3t I 





Ii;ive seen in otlior locali~ies barely reached ten  nlld n half 
hnnds. '1'1re curves of t he  liorne a re  bold and ant, tlie diver- 
gency nt t l i n  tipo great, and tbe ina~sireness,  which is shown to  
such ndvautnge by the single t w i ~ t ,  leads this variety to be  con- 
sidered by moat people t l ~ e  h:~nda )meat of the four. Some very 
fiue ~pecimens have been brought down from the  Astor shooting 
g ~ ~ o u n d ~ ,  :~mongat them single horns of 6.3 and 61 incllea, and  
I have lately measured a head with horns-- 
Length along cuyve. Girth. Diz;ergency at tipr. 

52 inches ... 12$ inches ... 43 inches. 

I have seen several pairs wliich had been ~ i c k e d  up  it1 the  
enow about this size, but uiilucltily they were all more or less 
damaged. 

Trophies of this size are  rare, and n hard-working aportuma~l 
who wintered on tlie Gilgit side of tlie passes in  order to  
obtain some firle heads, was o~ l l y  successful in gett ing one good 
specitnen out  of the thirteeu lie shot. Few men are cap:~ble 
of doing more th;in the gentlernarl I allude to, and rare indeed is 
a bead with horrls much over 50 ir~ches i o  lettgth. 

For  localities in the  different tracts of coutltrv wbere   port ia  
likely to be obtained, I bogin with tlie Pir ~ a n j d ,  and mentin11 
Sallar and Jnrgiuee and the Toshn- Maidan near the Norpal Pass. 
Tlie Chotagullee aud the Cl~it,npani, these two rivulets join and 
form the  Poslreann river. Beyond the  Pir Pass towards tlre 
Koonjensg range, E;l:~rkhor do not  appear t o  wnoder. Tbe  
suit t~ble seasou is a s  soon as  the  snow is sufficiently melted 
t o  allow of the gtkrne beitig followed. l u  most yeare this  is 
uot before tlie 10th of hlay. 

I11 the Knj-nag range, tlie Kuta i  nulleb, which is marked on 
the  map, is a first-rate place, and after n mild winter i t  should be 
visited in Mnrcl~.  A little later t ry  the  Luchipoorn nullahs, 
viz . ,  tlie Malangnn, the Baaui ,  the  boo jur  aud Puch. Thia 
last is reco~nrneilded in the rutt ing season (which is it1 Decem- 
ber) provided the snow hns fallen, if not  the  grass is so dry, 
and the leaves crackle so noisily under the  most careful tread, 
tlint stalking is orlly waste of time. 111 April tlie Lilnbur 
nullnhs, parttcularly the  two branches of the  Kliar Kohl, of which 
tlie local namea a re  the Geumlitter and Metnhwyan, a re  the 
reeort of large AJi~rkhor. Wi th  the  exception of ths-Kutai, 
these r a v i ~ ~ r s  a r e  all small, and do not stand much firillg. 

Fo r  the  Slinmshibri morlntnins May is a good month. These 
liills lie to the north of K:lj-nag. The Nnrkhor  frequents the 
ground as far 11s Teetwal on tlie K i s l l engunp  river. 

I n  the proviuces of B a l t i s t a ~ ~ ,  A ~ t o r ,  Rondu, and Gilgit there  
nre wide Iiunting fields and endless hills and ravines, most of 
wllicll hold Dlarkllor and Ibex.  T o  avoid repetition I shall not, 
when writing on tlie Ibex, go over tlie same grouud which I am 
now euteriltg upon, but  will ask the  reader t o  remember that 
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mention. 

I t  would far exceed the  limits of one chapter if I were to 
enumerate ill1 the lilrely spots; and moreover i t  would be uselesP, 
as they could not be traced on the maps. Uufortunately, although 
the  outlines of the  vnrious lrills and streams are marked, but few 
places are named. Ti~lre up the  quarter sheets 27 A. S. E. rind 
27 A. N. E., and I will endeavour to guide the  traveller to the 
spots 1 nm anxious to poi~l t  out. 

On 27 A. S. E, will be found tlie Astor river. Marctiin: 
down the river, Duslriu is reacl~ed. Ou the  right bar~lr of t h e  
river, and opposite to  Duslrin, is the Ditchell ravine; the11 
cornea the Slielterie ; theu Dutchnar. This last is near t h e  
junction of the  Astor with tbe  Indus. Sportsmen who have 
shot over these nullahs during the  month of May have nearly 
always seen good heads of both the  wild goats. Between t he  
junction and Boonjie is the  nullab of the  same name. Now 
glaucw up  north of Boonjie, the  mall stream which joins the  
left bank of the Indns, and on the extreme edge of the  map 
is the Muslren. 011 the  same bank, but higher u p  the  rivet*, 
nnd next to the  Musken, is the Bellacliee nullal~. The Bellachee 
and the next ravine, the  Bulteree, have their heads amongst ttie 
glaciers which lie due east of Boonjie. Close t o  Bulteree is 
the  Durdoth whicli enters t he  Indus  a t  Sapser. T h e  Juchee 
is  n branch of this last ravine. 

A t  last we find n, place that  is marked on every map-Rondu. 
Across the river t l ~ e  range above l ioudu holds good Markhot., 

t he  best ground beitlg the  Achkor stream which joius the  
Indus  due west of Iiondu. 

Now take up t he  other map 27 N.:E., and use i t  in conjunction 
with the S. E. map. A t  the belid of the  Indus  stands the 
ernnll village of Haramosh and the  ravine which takes i t s  name. 
Next  to i t  should be the  well kriomll Bnralomah ; but  here I 
must  stop ; either the  maps, or the  joint information of several 
sportsmen who know the  ground is incorrect. 

Now loolc at the  Nuuga Purbat  mountain. The northern 
slopes are doubtless good grouud ; but i t  is not a cou~l t ry  over 
which much travelling can be done, for the inhabitants of 
Chilas are  not  renowned for hospitality ! I u  the summer the  
Dog~iee  and Huttoo Pir  might advantageously be wandered ovel.. 

Again t u rn  to Boonji. After crossing the  Indus,  Dumoot 
and Changroot can be visited, also Monaor and the Shingaigye, 
aud t o  tlre west of Gilgit is Kirg:~h. Here are  the  extreme 
borders where i t  is safe to travel. l u  fact at  the  time tha t  I 
nm penning these lines, these shooti l~g grounds a re  closed. 
A sheet showing Gilgit and the vicinity is  now available, and 
any one wishing to  visit the vicinity should certainly purchnse 
it. T h e  day mny come when the Ywseiu and other tribee 
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will be less turbulent, so sotno notes by the late Mr. ~ I i l ~ w a r d  
are given. 

'l'he reader is perhnps aware tbat Mr. I-Tagward was mur- 
(lnl-sd by the tribesmen in 1870 rnlre11 on l l i ~  second exl,editioll 
to tlrose parts. H e  wrote after tlie first jourlley : " Pot- big lbex 
;iud Mnrklior, the head of the Sl~iugge valley, west of Gilglt 
fort, above the village of Bargoo, fourteen mile8 fro111 Gilgit, 
towards Yassein. 'llwo  mall ~lullalls joining Bargoo hold good 
lbex a t  their heads, near t11e Boomeril or Booril pealr." A 
friend who shot over the Shingye uot long since used tile 
expressiou : " I saw the biggest I\Iarlrhor and Ibex ill the Hima- 
layas." Unluckily he was recalled by tlie British Resident a t  
Gilgit before he could leave Iris m:~rlr OII  the game. 

The mllole of tho cou~l try described is pa~,ticularl y ~u i t ab le  
for a l l o r .  I u  t l ~ e  wiuter moutlis they can deficend illto 
lower couutry, and in tlie summer, they c:rn waudcl- up to 
almost anv elevation. Ulilike the Ibex, the Markhor cloe..r not 
delight in-snow, aud I tl~illlt I am correct in stating that tlro 
latter are not found ill couiltries tbat are not adjacent to low- 
lying hills not, exceeding 7,500 feet elevation. From Rondu 
to Boonjie the Indus valley varies from about G,G00 to 4,600 
feet above the sea. 

Marlshor are gregarious, and are sometimes met with in very 
large herds. The small males and females lnny be see11 togetlrer 
a t  all seasons, but the older bucks ofteu hold aloof from tlre 
lnain gathering. I u  their winter coat of grey they are difficult 
to discern, for they often stand motionless amongst the roclts 
which are of the same color. Agaiu, when the under fleece has 
been shed, and the arlimal presents a reddish or brownish I~ue, 
they are still lllore difficult to see whe11 in the dried-up grass. 
When in the forest, uoue but an experienced eye will fiud 
them out. 

The black beard and masses of hair on the neck and breast ,  
add greatly to the beauty of the trophy, aud the shilrari should 
be warned not to cut the throat from ear to ear in the orthodox 
fashion, but to leave the full length of ueclr skin intact. This 
cnutiou is given, for tl-le sportsman i s  l i o t  likely to  have many 
cl~auces of procuriug really fine specimens, and may bitterly 
regret the loss of a good headskin. 

'l'he female is nu insiguificant looking animal, with horns of 
about tell or eleven inches in length. I have never s l~o t  one, 
AO I cannot give any llleasurements or weights. A full-grown 
buclt will scale 2401b~., and sometimes more. 

No one should start on n trip after this game unless he is 
1)repared to exercise the greatest patience, aud to show the 
lnost dogged perseverance. Big bags of fiue Ibex are made, 
but I have uever heard of a big bag of fiue Markhor, and shou:d 
thiulr myself well repaid by obtniuing oue fair shot for each 
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fortnight on t h e  shooting grourid. The best  bngs I know of 
were ns follows: A sportsman wintering near  Gilgit bagged 
13 Marlrhor, the  largest was  48 i~ic l les ;  none of t h e  otbere 
coming up  t o  40 inches iu  length. Another  gun bagged 9 
animale ill Kashmir, t h e  largest was just  under  50 i~lclles,  and 
a few were very fair heads. A tllird bag was 11 animals with 
one fairly good one. Sllooting Marlrhor, t o  nlalre a numerically 
big bag, mus t  simply be killing n nurrlbor of animals whose heads 
t b e  guiluer is ashamed to sllom. 



KA8HMIR AND LADAK, ETC. 

CHAPTER V. 
IBEX (Capra Sibirica). 

In Kashmir, Xeyl ; in Ladak, Skyin ; i n  Astor, Nuyar. 
THE dimensions of a full-grown male from the Wardwan 

mere- 
Height at  shoulder. Length of 60dy. Tail. Weight. 

38 inches ... 61 inches ... 8 inchcs ... 1881bs. 

The lleaviest weighed was 2081bs. ; the head and horne 
361bs. ; but this aoiulal was decidedly above the gelleral eize. 
A female stood 32 inches, and scaled 104lbs. The average 
length of horns of the fetllale is 10 inches. Any horns over 
35 inches rouud the curve are worth preserving; if ever 
40 inclles, they are fine ; 45 inches and upwarde are rare. 

Siuce writing my letter to the Asinn, I hnve seen some very 
good I~ortls, and therefore add them to the list I then gave. 

The longest horns I have personally iuspected nre- 
Length. Girth. Locality front whence obtained. 
60 inches ... l l inches . . . Not known. 
50 !, ... 10 ,, . . . Tilail (Kashmir). 
49 ,V ... 11 ,, . . . Lidarwat (Kashmir). 
48 11 ... 12 ,, . . . Kiishnye (Wardwan). 
48 11 ... 10 ,, ... Boonji. 
48 11 ... 10 ,, . . . Pamir (brought down by traders). 
48 ,, ... 10 ,, . . . Kulsi (Ladak road). 
46 1, ... 124 ,, ... Krishnye. 
45 1, ... 13 ,, ... Ditto. 

together with a few more of 45 inclles in length which mostly 
carue fro111 the Wardwan, hut one of which was from the Sindh 
valley above Gugangair. Doubtless larger hare been and still 
will be shot. 

There ia  a well-nut,llenticated caRe of a 52-iucll head from 
Gilgit and of 51 inc11e.s from Krisl~nve, nud also of it 5 4 - i ~ c h  
from beyond Gilgit. Tllis last requires confirmation, but the 
two forlnel* I quite believe in. 

bleasurelne~~ts not made by n~yself I c a n ~ ~ o t  voucll for ; 
and mlleuever such are quoted, I shall invariably mention 
the fact. 

Measurements made by shilcaris are simply rubbish; they 
run the tape into tlle spaces betweeu the h o t s  of the horntl, 
and thus obtaiu sevelx.1 extra incl~es. 

Ibex are still plentiful. 111 fact on nlniost every large range 
of high altitude in Kashmir, and in parts of Lndak, they still 
exist. Even on the Blanasbnl hills n, 44-inch head was obtained 
in Deceniber 1577, but I do not thiulr the Lidnrwat cliffs mill 
ngaill yield n 49-incl1 horn. 



To malrc n cortai l~ty of seeing large mn~sivo horns, a sports- 
man must  now wander far. T!le best locnlities are  pe r l~n~ l s  
the  Krishnye, a s  far u p  ns N u n k n n  gl;~ciers, with its off- 
h o o t s  the Zaisnye, Birbul, aiid Dicllnye and the Kair  nu l l :~ l~ .  
The smaller ravilles in the  Wnrdwnu nre almost allot out. 
Borwo is esseut iall y ail l b e x  country, and has  three f:lmous 
nullnlls, of which the Phoo is the  best. The Icaintul ravine, 
two marches from Sooknis, i~ also good ground ; and there long 
Ilorus, mhicll a re  u ~ u n l l y  elender, are  often obtained. I n  poiut 
of ~ ~ u n ~ b e r s  possibly Sol-oo 11cllds tlre most prouiinent position. 

Pensela, beyond l i i ~ l ~ d u n ~  Monastery, is not  mucli shot over, 
nnd would, i l l  nll probability, well repay a visit. Opposite 
Ringdnm is t he  ICailgi. Ypseln, can be reacl~ed from Soroo, 
n r ~ d  from the  Le11 road from Dras. It is marked on X e  
route  map. The  ground loo l~s  as i f  i t  mere made to hold game, 
bu t  i t  was quite blank in tlle summer of last year (1881). I 
have already lr~e~it ioued many plsces on the 13altista11 side, so 
will adhere to the line of country ou tlle e n s t e ~ . ~ ~  side. Fern 
1ne11 wlro are  quietly marclling along the Le11 road lrnow how 
close they nre t o  good lbex  ground, Tlle Iculsi and Easgo 
rlullahs, if shot over with the aid of' some oue l ( r ~ o w i ~ ~ g  the grou~ld,  
sliould :~mply repny ;I, visit. By far  tlle f i~les t  co l l ec t io~~  of 
male Ibex I ever saw were in a glen not  t ~ o  ~ n a r c l ~ e s  from L e l ~ .  
lieyoud Leh there is a good place two rnarclies nbore ltunbeer 
Bagh, called tlre Slliugshir. (Illnp, Cllap. IX. )  I t  divides into 
tllree small heads, and all t l ~e se  three hold Ibex. Forulerly 
t he  Ibex it1 the vicinity of Leh  were driven by large gangs 
of Ladakis, a ~ ~ d  actu:~lly forced to come down I ~ i l l  t o  tlle guns 
of the  sportsmen. I t  seems rather n sacrilege to  drive Ibex 
tha t  could be stalked, bu t  every one t o  his own taste. I n  
the last drive that  took place three heads, well over forty 
i ~ ~ c l ~ e s  each. mere secured. and several smaller ones were also 
bngged. Beyond, or to the  eastward of S l ~ i ~ s l l i r ,  I I C K \ Y  - of' 
I I O  lbex  ground. By marc l~ i l~g  t o  Leh by the Z ~ ~ s l t a r  river 
some good country would be passed 111roug) ; aud this n ~ a r c l ~ ,  
talren in co~~ junc t i on  with a visit t o  Ov!s A~IILIIOII j i r ou~~d ,  is 
quite within the  compass of a six rrontlls t r ip.  '1'0 mention 
every place where Ibex could be bagged mould be to  611 severill 
pnges ; but  1 must  not  omit some of the  c o u n t ~ ~ _ a b o v e  
Bundipoorn. 111 Bundinoora nul la l~  a 412-inch liead L& bn,njied 
Inst jkar. ~ o t l l  tile b u p i  ravines are  good, but  t ~ l e  K I ~ I  - 
ravine iu the  Kishengnnga direction, altliougll once famous, is - -- 
n+~;,""Z~ifi - a e ~ l d e c f  o T I b e x .  I u  P a ~ l g i  there nre lrleilty 
o e x ;  ut, nl thougl~ I have often heard ot t h a t  pnrt be i l~g  
the place, I must  remain unconviucrcl; a ~.e:illy good )lend i s  
decidedly the  exceptiou. The Sutlcj  vallcy Ibex are  gc~lernlly 
small ; the only Ial-ge horn I have seeu was 011 n t e111ple near 
Chitkul on the Baspa river. To retul-n to  Knslln~ir.  Ul~utko-  
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1;rn and Goomber, both of which are marked on the  map, and 
cnn easily be foulid by looking to  tlre enut of Soor~amurg, a r e  fiot 
bad places to  fall baclr on wllen most of the good ~ l ~ o o t i r ~ g  
grounds 11:~ve been secured ; but tlie ~por tnman sllould firnt t r y  
t o  secure Sookirnl, wlrictl is a few miles beyond, in tlie direction 
of Dr:,s. liewil and Kolan rnvinea r l l ich join &e Siudh river 
bxow S o o n n m u r ~  a r e  also a refuge for the  late comer. Again 
the rocks above Kolshoi and towards Auinrnath hold Ibex, and 
cionbtless now m ~ d  ngain a large bead. Commencing, Iiomever, 
with Bllutkolan, all tile placee I have lately mentioned, except 
perhaps Sooknal, a re  otily to  be loolred on as refuges for the  
destitute. I n  this class I mo~lld enter  moet of the smaller 
Wardwan strearns, such as Gumber, Kuruz, and hfoongil, also 
the  Gweenye. I n  tlie a u t u ~ n n  mo~ittis I have ltnown Ibex t o  
be bagged in Bodsar opposite t o  Gulnber ; and as i t  is close to 
stag ground, i t  is not  n bad pl:~ce to v i ~ i t .  Up tlie Sunynn, 
a t  the head of the IV:~rdwan, aud in the  adjacent r.avinea of 
Wistini, I never saw a single Ibex, altliougll the country had no t  
beell disturbed, and it nras not  late in  t he  Beaeon. (Map 
Cllap. XII.) For  the Ibex g r o u ~ ~ d  in Baltistau, &C., see D h p  
of I-inl tistau in Chapter IV.  

The best rnontl~s tor following this sport are  A ril and &Is 
June  also is fairlv good. Then t l ~ e  Ibex desceu -s7di 

.I L I  
- 

mornings and erenlligs to  crop the  green graes, w11icl~ shoots 
forth as soon as tlie snow is melted. I t  is heart-brenlriug worlc 
mallring up and down the  nlountni~i sides iu July aud August. 
The whole country is  open for the  anitnals to roam over ; and 
not l~iug but  the  ~ n o s t  wonderful luck will give a good bag a t  
that  seasou. 

When  once a good head bns been seen, do not  be in  a l ~ u r r y  
t o  give in. Ibex, if' not frightened, stop long in the vicinity 
of the  same feeding grounde ; and iu tlie end, patience and  
careful s tal l~iuq will often prove successful. I know of few 
descriptions ot sport \\.here luclc enters less iuto the Geld 
than in Ibex-sliooting in May. Piitience and fitendy slrootiug 
a re  what are  necessary. A ulnn does not  require to be a first- 
rnte walker or a really brilliant sllot during tllat season ; but  
he  does require to  be e n d u r i ~ ~ g ,  and ~ i o t  too eager about ge t t i~ lg  
up a t  once to Lis game. 

Year by year tlre better class of ~iullnhs iuvariably yield 
good bags, u111es.s by some misfortut~e t'lrey have been secured 
by me11 w110 siliil)ly would never make sportsmen. One thing ' 

is to  be mid-the good sliooting grounds ;Ire some considerable 
distance from Srinaggnl*, nnd co~rsequently n great deal of trouble 
has to  be gone through before a11 the  arraugements for 
supplies c:~u be wade. I n  Soroo flour is easily to  be obtained, 
bu t  for the  E r i s l ~ n y e  every grain of rice bns to bc drawn from 
Cl~angus.  Rfen who a re  not  lreeu on sport will uot go so far 



as  tbe  head of the  Iirisb-ilullnh, FO that  there is e ~ e l * y  cllance, 
a t  nny rate, of a good account being given of the  Ibex lnet 
with. (Foyroute see page 7.) 

Tlie great drawbaclc to shooting i n  the  vale is tlie crush 
and racing against other inen for the  possession of certain 
coveted  pots. The Rrislinye generally falls to  the  first arrival, 
and is rarely vacnut after April 1st. '$he secood corner either 
takes tlie Z i ~ i s ~ l j e ,  or else goes as  hard as he can travel for 
some of the  Soroo shooting grounds. Gugai is also early secured. 
r l 1 here is, liomever, no reason to despair of malsiug a good Ibex bag, 
t h e  Ladnk nullnhs are  seldom occupied, and a, " travelled" 
sbikari who is worth his salt will, under auy circumstances, 
be able to get  liis employer a few shots a t  some fair lieadu. 
Many lneli mlio arrive in I-Lslirnir a little late, say by Rf ay l e t ,  
declare that  " ;l11 the  i~ullnhs are talren up  ; i t  is no use going 
out," couseqnently they potter about and try in spots where 
good Ibex have ceased t o  exist ; whereas, if they mould o111y 
get  well clear of tlie valley, they would find eildless vaca~i t  
g r o u ~ ~ d  towilrds Ladak, either on tlie direct route over the  
Zogila, or  else by one or other of tlie roads 1 liave previously 
melitioned iu n for~tier cliapter. 

Possibly no descriptioll of sport gives more latitude t o  the 
Kashmir sl~iknri tlian Ibex-sliooting. Tlie new comer 
probably lr~loms nothing about it ,  and as tliere are small Ibex 
n l ~ r ~ o s t  everywliere, he is dragged off to t , l~e ilullall nearest 
tlie shikari's liouse, and liis eyes gladdened by tile sight of s 
batch of females, and perliaps a few innles with horns of 
15 illcllee in lengtli. I t  is a very c o l n ~ ~ r o i ~  trick for the  shiltari 
t o  say tliat ire lr~lows of a, big Ibex i n  s o ~ n e  nullnli, of wliicll 
tlie ]lame is bu t  little ltnowu. There may or inny ]lot be 
Ibex in  tllis place ; but all the  good ~iullnhs, or a t  any ].ate all 
t l i n t  are witlri~i 100 miles of Sriuaggar, are  almost certain to 
be Iruown by a t  least half n doze11 of tlie visitors, so tltat 
i t  is as well for n lnnli wlio is ori liis iil-st visit to make 
enquiries. The little lrrio\v~l spot is eitlier ]]ear the  sliiknris' 
home, or near tliat of a fr ie~id 's  illto wliose linnds he wishes 
to  play. Tlie impertinelice of some of the  sliilcnria is really 
sublime. OLI 0110 O C C ; I S ~ O I ~ ,  a ~ n a n  was a~ixious to  mnke 
a, ,good bag of Ibex, and 1i:~ci co~isequently Irurried nliead ; 
he  fell into tbe  1i:~ncls of a certain slriltnri ndio lives ne:w 
Mn~lasbal. On tlie strength of tlre 4-1-inch Iior~i ~vllicli I have 
mentioned :lt the beginning of the chapter, tlie crafty l<ash~iiiri  
kept liis master toiling up  and down tlie roclrs above RIauasbnl 
nlld in the  Chittingool ravine, \vl~en lie might linve liad tlie 

of almost any shooting ground in the  valley. 'lllie 
maclliuntions of the wily but  lazy shikari a t  first appe,zr deep, 
bu t  their lying is clumsy : ~ n d  easily discovered after a, 

short t ime; but  Leforc the discoi~ery is made, tlie dclny suffered 
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lln8 cnusod tlle loss of good ground. Altlloogll nearly ~ 1 1  the  
good sllihnris are  knowll to  me  peraolinllp, I rllll~t (leclille t o  
give list of tlleir names for this re:leoll. NO i<aslllllil'i ~ o r I ( 0  

under two different ulnatera; lio will do l i i ~  best 
Wit11 one l':uglial~~nnu, and the next seasol], witli au cqu:llly good 
and liberal mastel-, Le will turu  lazy n11d outrngeously g r ; l ~ ~ ) i ~ l g .  

111 Biiltistan Ibex nro lcilled in t l ~ e  wi~ l te r  by tlie aid of dogs. 
Some of the Balti dogs nro very useful i t 1  fit~tlillg wounded 
game, bu t  i t  is dificult to buy good ones nt any price ; more- 
over, the dogs are often very u~icertain i l l  teml)e~*. 

A herd cont:iining females is much halader to approacl~ than 
one consistinq only of bucks. 'llho way in wl~icli a feu~ale  will 
stand as s e n t i ~ ~ e l  on some cornmnnclilig roclr is aggravatiilg 
beyond description. The sight of tlie Ibex  is very lieen ; their 
hearing and powers of scent ~ n u s t  be taken into account, so 
that  an  approach down wind or from below ie ou t  of the ques- 
tion. I f  l were given my clioice I mould sooner make my etalk 
so ns to  arrive a t  the  same level, aa the  Ibex then run  upwards, 
and often afford n succession of s l ~ o t s  ; whereas, if npproached 
from above, they bolt off down hill, and do not  t u rn  upmardo 
again until out  of shot. 

Ibex a re  very gregarious in their habits. The  rutt ing season 
i s  in the late autumn months ; and tlle kids, frequeutly twins, 
a re  born in May and Juue.  

Possibly the fo l l owi~~g  accounts of two o r  three  stallre may 
be of interest:-The snow had lately fal!en, alld the  ground WRB 

scarcely fit for wallring over. Tired of iuaction t he  shilrari 
aud I made up our rniuds t o  start.  Giving a couple of blankets 
and  n luncheon-baslret to t he  coolie, me left our  camp at 
Ladhi-hoie in the  Krishnye, one May morning. Tt was a long 
difficult walk up to  the  place, where we had formerly seen some 
fiue Ibex. By  the  afternoon we reached tlie entrance t o  a 
ravine below the  Nunlruu peak. On t11e way we picked up  a 
very fine head iutact, belouging t o  a n  animal ml~icli must lately 
hnve been billed by a c  ouuce, or  by wild dogs. W e  mere 
tired, and lay domu behind some big boulders. Scarcely had 
we come to  n halt, when me spied a herd wliich were grazing 
close down to  t he  stream. Between them and ourselves was 
a broad sheet of pure white snow-evidently no nearer approncL 
could be made. 

That  nigllt me lay behind rocks aud some huge masses of 
sllom that  bad lately come down from the  glaciers above us. 
At dawn a coolie went bnck for some more blankets and cooked 
food. By mid-day tlie sun had worked wonders on the  newly 
fallen snow, and tlie herd had grazed irs may upwards, and 
was busily employed in liclring the  saltpetre from the  roclrs. 
B y  t he  afterno011 we had got  into position, and were waiting 
fur the Ibex to  desceud. Down they came aud passed withiu 



800 yards of us. It was tnntalizilig \vork, :\ad once I we11L 
SO far :IS t o  talre n steady sight a t  the  biggest ; bu t  n0- i~  wae 
too far for a certni~ity. Tlia herd suspected nothing, so crept 
back t o  our Iliding plilce behind the  snow ; a ~ i d  again spelit 
n11ot11er lligllt in tlie opeli. 111 the  mortli~lnp, as t l ~ e  Ibex were 11ot 
visible, and the snow lind ~ i o w  melted sufficiently to allow of com- 
paratively safe wnllring, we ascended the  rirvine ibove the  salt lick, 
and viewed t he  Ibex  i n  c?, first-rate yositioil for a stollr. The 
wind was steady, and a short clinib brought u s  to  within seventy 
yards of two fine buclts and n few femnles, which were lgiilg 

apar t  from the  maiu herd. A female whistled its alarm note, 
bu t  it was too late ; the  largest m : ~ l e  fell, and the  others 
bolted do~vnwards. Tlie left barrel ullfortu~lately lrnoclred over 
s nnrlny wliiclr was following close behind the  second big one. 
This shot thoroughly scared the  others, and they scattered. 
0110 or two were foolish enough to  linger and gaze around, 
so taking up  t he  secoilcl rifle I lind time t o  fire both barrels, 
and  a secorid buck rolled ovor and over stone dead. The tape 
was sooll stretclied on t he  horns, and 46 aud 32 inches 
jotted down in  my note boolr. W e  tulaned bnclr mld reached 
Turring-lloie, where the  camp met us, and tllorouglily e ~ ~ j o y e d  
a good nigllt's rest and not-to-be-despised dinner. 'I'llis was n 
satisfactory ending t o  n rntlier tedious undertalril~g, but  every 
stalk is not  so fortunate in its results. 

One  cold wintry morning, very early in April, t h e  snow nras 
falling in  Gweenye, wheu the  shilrari saw some fiue Ibex not  
far  above the  tents. The cliffs above us mere quite inaccessible 
even t o  a wild goat ; and to  get  a shot a 1011g detour had t o  be 
made. The  weatlier did not  loolc promising, but  the  Kasl~nlir i  
declared that  the  day would clear. TQe started, and climbed 
for hours ; sometimes snow i'oll, and sometimes the sun eholie. 
Towards mid-day t h e  clouds hung i u  heavy masses Iialf-way 
u p  the  mountain, and,  oh ! i t  1 ~ : ~ s  cold ! To add to our  discoul- 
fort  the  wind rose ; i t  p;lrtially dispersed the  clouds, and in tlie 
afterl~oon,  when we had arrived a t  the  spot wliere w e  thougllt 
t h e  Ibex must be, only light thin sheets of vapour were flylug 
about. The  glasses were useless iu the  mist, but  we made out 
a herd, and also made what nrs considered a good stalk, bu t  no 

r l large Ibex were t o  be  seen. l b e r e  was absolutely ~ r o t l ~ i n g  that 
tlie wildest imagination could fnllcy t o  be over 25 i ~~c l l e s .  Our  
big bucks bad vanished, and worse than all, we were b o u ~ ~ d  to  
be benighted. Luclrily the  snow lind ceased to  fall, and we mere 
;~ble ,  mitlr n little diggi~rg, to  clear a space to  sleep 011 ; bu t  one 
blalket ,  and no fire, mllicb, alas ! meant n o  hot  tea, are no t  mucl1 
luxury 011 a cold night. 

lllle morning brolre clear aud frosty, aud the  first sigllt t h a t  
Inet our  eyes were tlre big ones again ; seven of them, all with 
horns, certainly over 30 iuclies, and ono amongst them was a 
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l,enutg. What tlhe length m s  I earlnot say ;  for the wind 
cllnrlged during tlie stalk, and away ~ e u t  the herd, never more 
to  be seen by us. 

On the way illto camp we came on a Ther ; we could 
scarcely believe it, but there was no doubt about it. The stalk 
again was a failure, tlie wind was here, there, and everywhere, 
and the snow began to fall. 

Many a successful stalk is made under cover of a passing 
snowstorm. Once, in the Zaisuye, I got in amongst a herd ; the 
clouds were heavy, and took a long time to lift ; the Ibex were 
uueasy, and twice a female gave its note of alarm, but on the 
clouds suddeuly lifting, there was an old buck standing cllest 
on withiu fifty yards ; several otliers of the herd were within 
one hundred paces. Luclrily for them most of the lieads were 
not worth having, for without exaggerstiog, nothing but the 
most indifferent shooting could have saved four or five of them. 
After two had fallen, how the shilrari begged for the sliootilig 
t o  contiuue ! but i t  was no use ; meat was not required, and 
that is the only excuse, although a poor one, for slaughtering 
tlie small males. The shilrari naturally would have liked to  
have had the whole herd lving dead, for he would then have 
been able to add considerably to the numbers of the total ; and 
when talking to other employers to relate how he brought to 
bag so mnny buck Ibex in the Zirisnye. 

Large bags of Ibex cau sometimes be got, without con- 
desceuding to slloot very small ones. A reasouably good shot 
who perseveres ought certainly to succeed in getting ten fairly 
good heads if he spends two months in good shooting ground. 
Alnongst his ten or a dozen heads he certainly might expect 
to  have o11e or two about 40 inches in length, and tho remainder 
t o  vary from 28 to 35 inches. 

The Krisl~uy e last season gave its occupant twelve heads, some 
of whicrwere l i rge aud some mere small. The seasoli ;before 
i t  yielded fifteen beads, none of which mere under 25 inches ; 
and three were over forty. On both occasio~~s the sportsmeu 
were only a few weeks in the nullah, and on their leaving, it 
was a t  once re-occupied by others. Not mnny years past 
twenty-two Ibex were killed in this famous nullah by a sports- 
man, who   pent nearly the whole of hie six months' leave 
encamped above Furinbad. 

A wounded Ibex or Markhor should seldom be lost, for Ibex 
especially take to the most difficult places when maimed, and not 
hnviug their full climbiug powers are obliged to p1111 up before 
g o i ~ ~ g  far. Agaiu Ibex are found in open grouud, and even if 
they cannot be tracked, by watching the neighbourhood, they are 
almost certain to be brought to  bag by the aid of the vultures. 

The Ibex are far from tougb, and seem to be completely knocked 
out of t i~ue by an express bullet lodged anywhere in the body, 



CHAPTER VI. 

1 7 8  Rnrhmir, Jagla and sometignes E r a s  ; in Kulu, Xurt. 
THE Ther is not very common in any part of Kaslimir or in 

the nei~libou~*bood where I Lave travelled. I t  is f'ourld in tile 
Pir Palijal, in Rishtwar and Badramar, and in a few other loca- 
li ties. 

Some of the Kashmir shilraris ltnow i t  by name, and can give 
tolerably good information as to where i t  can be Inet with. 
Ctiuinba has always been pointed out  to me as the place to  
get  Ttier, but  fortulle has never smiled on my endeavours. 

An old male, or as i t  is often called '' Jhula:' is a difficult 
animal to  stnllr ; he is generally to be found apart from the 
herd, and what between his senses of smell nnd sight, and 
the prominent position he takes up on some pinnacle of rock, or 
crest of a hill, he, ns a rule, succeeds in gettiug the best of it. 
St:~llting these very wary bucks is a different busmess to  follow- 
ing a herd. Not  mnuy years ago, when engaged in building 
a new military cantonment, there existed amongst some of 
us  rr, friendly rivalry as to  whom the luck of killing two grand 
shaggy males would fall. One was never secured, the other I 
fluked. M y  old shilrari, Gunga, saw the a~~ i rna l  standiug on n 
steep precipice, and pointed him out. There was a good deal 
of mist about, and under cover of some clouds I stalked him. 
Alas! he fell sheer down some hundreds of feet, and wae 
 mashed to pieces. Tliis was hard luck, for I had beell after 
the animal on six or seven occasions. 

A few Ther are still to be found not far from the Nag Tibn 
range near Mussoori, and up the l'onse valley. Again they are 
fi~i~.ly plentiful not far from Bhk, and from Chakrnta on the road 
to the liupin pass. 

As a traphy, u~lless artistically set  up, the head does not 
mnke much show ; but if the long mane, which often reaches to  
the  knees, is carefully dealt with, and plenty of the neck skiu 
left on, i t  is well worth putting up on a wall. 

The largest pair of horns I have seen measured l4 inches, the 
next were a trifle shorter. Both these specimens were shot 
in Chumba territory. The horns of the fernale are very small 
and insignificant. 

D u r i ~ ~ g  the monfloon the whole herd frequently enters the 
forests and grazes on the herbage forlnd tiiere, but a t  other 
times the Ther frequents tlie open ground where the grasvy 
slopes are interspersed with gigalltic rocks. 
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I n  Knahmir aud the  vicinity, very little attention ie paid to  
the  pursuit of tllis game;  but  it would be we!l worth whilo for 
any one who has time on hatid, nfter ehooting ou t  his I bex  
nul ln l~  in the Wardwan,  to t u r n  down to  the  courltry below 
Maru,  for within three marches he will come on very fair shoot- 
ing ground. 

I have eeen a Ther  in the  Gweenye (Wardwan), and my 
sllikari at ouce called i t  a Cloral! This ouly showe how easily 
the  namee are mixed up, and how confueing i t  muet be for a n y  
one  who ie trying t o  find out  local names. I hare aleo eeeu rr 
l1her's head wl~ich the  owner declared was shot in Tilail. I can 
g o  no  fur ther  than  t o  say t h a t  my informant evidently thought  
it hnd been. 

The meaeurerneute of a really fine buck Ther, and t h a t  of a 
good Ibex, a r e  almost identical ; bu t  the Ibex ia the  l~eavier  of 
t h e  two in actual weight, altlrougll a s  Kinloch (l believe) 
remarks, tlie Ther  appear8 to  be heavier made. 



THE SPORTSMAN'S aUIDE TO 

CHAPTER VII. 
THE SEBOW (Nernorhc~dus bubalina). 

In Xashmir, Ra~noo ; in the Himalayas generally, Serozu. 
A WRITER in the Asian took exception to  the name of Ramoo 

being given by Dr. Jerdon as the Kashmiri for the Serow; 
and, if I mistake not, said that the Gtoral was thus called. In  
the  locality he was writing about, both auimnls are rarely to  be 
met with, and his shilrari probably confused the names. Ae 
previously mentioned, I heard a Ther called a Goral, and I have 
also had a shikari obstiuately apply t o  the Serow the same 
term. A11 the Kashmir shikaris from the western and central 
portions of the valley have st confused idea of what Ther, 
Goral, and Barlring Deer are. They know that towards the 
Kishtwar aide such animals exist, and that is the limit of their 
knowledge. 

I n  the winter months Serow can be found with comparative 
ease in the Sindh valley. For  choice of localities I should 
visit the rocks near Ooraposh, and near the Murg above this 
place. . Also Kutchnurnbul, on the other side of the river, and 
again beyond a t  Marmar and Koolan. 

There is a certain find twelve miles above Ooraposh, at a 
place called bkahal. (See Map in Chapter XII.) 

I n  the sunirner try Bur-tnurg above Akahal, and also a t  the 
bead of the Phak ravine, and immediately above Shalimar. I n  
the Liddar valley, Serow are to be fou~ld near Vesirren, and on 
the rocks above the deserted village of Kellan. 

This game i~ not often shot by the visitor to Kashmir, and 
I cannot bring to mind, h a v i ~ ~ g  seen more than a dozen heads 
brought in by various sportsmen. 

I n  the outer ranges it is much more plentiful. The vnlleys 
of the Tonse and Pabar rivers, the ranges of hills in the N a l ~ u n  
territory, and in the Ganges aud Jumna valleys, in fact all pre- 
cipitous rocks which are iutersyersed with bushes and trees, 
afford a retreat for tbe Serow. 

Horns of ten inches in length should ~latisfy the visitor to 
Kashmir. Both sexes have horns. The following are the best 
I have secured, but have seen bigger measurements given by 
others :- 

Sex. Bt. at  s?iozclde?'. Wei,qht. Length of holln. Locality ?vltc?.e shot. 
Male ... 37 inches. 190Bs. 12 inches, Ganges valley. 

Do. ... 38 ,, 190 ,, 10 ,, Kumaon. 
Female ... 33 ,, 120 ,, 10 ,, Budrnj near Dehra. 

The Serow call often be successfully driven, but the sbilrari 
should have a first-rate knowledge of tho locality ; for on being 
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disturbed, tile animnla dash wildly down bill, contirluing their 
course ulltil they have found a secluded spot, wllere tlley lie 
couce~led ; or else, after a short atay, work their way, leisurely, 
to  the right or left. 

One sportsman, who had epent two months trying to  get a 
pair of horns, ended by killing hie game when witllin two short 
marches of Sriuaggar city. Another mall worked hard, but 
without success ; ho met a friend wlro was after bears. Thio 
friend had s Serow'a head, and as he expressed it, he " fluked it 
by a snap shot." This ia the shortest and beet description 
I cnn give of Serow-shooting. It is very little uee to lay one- 
melf out for the sport, but any one who does much shooting in 
.the Himalayas is sure to get a trophy or two. 

A11 the Serow I have shot have either been driven or l~nve 
been killed by snap shots in the forests, and generally wheu 
I least expected. I never had but one chance of stalking a 
Serow, and that was spoilt by wild dogs suddenly al>(bearing. 
A wounded Serow will charge a dog, and is not unlikely to 
bring i t  to grief. I could never quite make out whether the 
following was a determined charge at a coolie, but give the 
story as i t  occurred :- 

I was following s wounded Serow, and a Scotch terrier was 
running in front. Suddenly the auimal I was after dashed 
out from under a small deodar tree, sent the dog spinning 
into the snow, then rushed up against a coolie who wae 
slightly in advance, and to  whom I waa passing up a rifle from 
below, knocked him clean over, and was past me like a flasll. 
N o  damage was done, as there was plenty of snow to fall on. 
The dog picked himself up, and warily took to the traclr ; but 
on briuging the Serow to bay, wae careful not to expose him- 
self to  any more assaults. 

A great number of the so-called charges made by wild 
animals are only efforts to  escape; but this looked like the 
real thing, for the Ser*ow was not a t  all hampered in its move- 
ments, and could as easily have bolted iu the 0pposit.e direction. 
Since tliis article appeared in the Asian, a friend has told me 
almost a similar story; only he had no aoft snow to  come 
down on, 



CHAPTER VIII. 
TBE G O ~ A L  (,Venzorhce&~s Gorul.) 

In Kashnzir, Pijur ; in Ql~urwaZ, Qora2. 
THE majority of the Kashmir shikaris have, never seen a 

Goral, for this animal is not found in many of the Iocruljties to  
which the visitors genel.nlly resort. The Kislitwar country is 
the best ground, but no one mould journey so far to shoot tliis 
game. 

l t  happens tllnt I have shot a great many Cloral, nnd have 
certainly seen huudreds of horns i n  temples, a ~ l d  brought round 
for sale, but all my measurements fall short of those given by a 
well-ktlown sportsmau, who meutions niue inches as the average 
length of horns. 

Jerdon's measurements are generally supposed to  be average 
ones, and he puts down " horn 8 inches." 

Anyway here are the sizes of the largest specimens I have 
recorded : - 
Ht. at sRowlde~~. JVe ig ?A t  . Length of horn. W?LE?-C shot. 

26 inchcs ... ......... ... 74 inchcs ... Ghurmnl. 
28 ,, ... 5'3It~s. ... 73 ,, . . . Siwaliks. 
28 ,, .. . 63 ,, . . .  8 ,, ... Kumaon. 
28 ,, ... 58 ,, .. . Sf ,, . . . Eussahir. 

Besides those, I have noted n few over seven inches, most of 
which come from tlle vicinity of Sirnln and other hill s t  a t' lons. 
The longest horns I have seen belo~~ging to it female mere five 
inches. 

Goral stalking is very pretty sport, aud is excellent prnctice, 
both as regards walking and shooting. 

They are still to be found close to many of the sanataria, and 
when no better game is a t  hand, a pleasant day can be spent 
in their pursuit. Of course I am not acquainted with a teuth 
part of the best Goral grouud, but  here are some localities- 

Budrq, near Mussoori ; the open grouud between Mussoori 
and the liupin pass ; both sides of tlie road between lleobnn aud 
Rama Serai (this country ia mentioned in the chapter on 
Burhel) ; the rocks above the Tonse river ; the sides of the 
Parbar stream, and the road betweeu Tiri aud Nynee Tal. I t  is 
now some years ~ i n c e  I turned out iuto camp for the pulWpose of 
Goral-shooting. I give the result of twelve day a' sllooting sole1 y 
fbr the benefit of those vrho declaro that the viciuity of hill 
statiolls is utterly sliot out. 

Noveuzber 1G/h, 1876.-Starled from C11;ikrata late i n  the 
aFt,ernoon, went, down the nullitlr below the d,?ilr bungalow, and 
turned off to the right towardcr the Juluua rivur; halted about 
7 luiles out. 



K A S H M I R  AND LADAK, ETC. 31 

November 17th.-On to Lodhonn, about 19 miles. The rope 
bl.idge over the Jumna river looked quite rotten, 80 WJValn over* 
~ l l o t  two lraleege pheaaauts. 

November 181?~.-Off a t  daylight ; took the path on tlro north 
Ride of tlre hill, and reached Josal2oo (12 miles). Krilrege and 
kok]ns very plentiful; got five brace without leaving the  path. 
The dogs brought them down. A barking deer also bounded 
across tlie road. 

Noveclzber 19th.-Missed a barlring deer found near the  camp. 
Wen t  011 to Bunaree, and wasted a11 the day after a bear. Saw 
some kllalrur, but  did not fire. 

November 2011t.-Again waded more time af ter  the  bear. 
On  the  way back to camp shot a brace of hoklas and a black 
partridge. 

Novenzber 2lst.-Marched to RIore-tiitb, a p l en~an t  stroll of 
seven miles. Shot a lrhalrur close to  Bunaree ; got illto camp by 
mid-day ; saw some monaul, but they were wild beyond descr.iption. 
After tiffin went out, saw a Goral stalidiug on a rock ; i t  was 
stamping with its fore feet, and loolriug down ; made out  a leo- 
pard crouchin,v under a bush. O n  getting t11e bullet the  beast 
growled and disappeared into a cave which was close a t  hand. 
Knoclred over the  Goral as i t  wns bolting away. 

Novenzber 22nd.-Speut tlre whole l n o r ~ ~ i u ~  trying to get the 
leopard out, bu t  had to give i t  up. Smoke, fire, a ~ ~ d  squibs mere 
of no use. O n  the  way back into camp saw a Gornl, and after 
a long stalk, missed him clean. Afterwards came on another, 
killed him ; .both barrels of t h e  express wetit OR, and the ham- 
mers cu t  open my forehead, and gave ule a bad headacl~e. 

Novegnber 23rd.-Marched towards the  Jumtln. Saw a couple 
of coclr monaul, bu t  they were hopelessly wild. Killed a brace 
of Irolrlas. 

Nocelnber 24th.-Arrived at the  Jurnna. Sat up for a lea- 
pnrd which cever came. 

November 25th.-Fired a snap shot a t  a Goral, ltilled it, b u t  
found that  I had got a very poor pair of horns. IVas nearly 
into camp, which was on t he  ridge above Kurna  viilage, when 
some men volunteered to  show me bears. Came on the bears 
suddenly. Again both barrels went off, bu t  as the  old she bear 
nras only ten yards off, she got the benefit of the  two bullets. 
Killed n cub with a bullet from the  emoothbore. After a long 
chase bagged t he  she bear. Had rather a bad fall, the bnulr gave 
way, nud brought us all dowu. One of the coolies was damaged 
nud bled a great deal. Got into camp late. 

Novenzber 26th.-Spent the  d : ~ y  atteuding t o  the  villager. 
Shot a brace of chikore close to  camp. 

Novenzber 27th.-Ch:ilrrata. Got  one cllilrore, two black par- 
tridges nud five Lraleege. The bag was notliing out of the way, aud 
is about what could be expected. More-tBt8 is the same distance 



from Mussoorie that  it ie from Cllalrratn. From there, Qe 
pathway leads 011 to B61z, and to some fairly good ground for 
Ther and Serow, but to reach this a month's leave would be 
required. Tire slihnris residing in Bunaree know the country 
well. 

The Cloral is not gregarious, although several may be found 
scattered over one liill side. T l~ey  evince a marked preference 
for certain spots, aud will put up with a great deal of bulljing 
before taking to  other localities. They are often to be fouud 
within a couple of miles of the villages. 

I n  the rains of 1873 I was living in the Bimalilrs. One even- 
ing I spied a Goral on a ledge of rock; above the cliff waa 
broken up into  mall platforms, and below was an unbrolreu 
drop into the Ret Iiao. Suddeuly a leopard rushed out from 
one of the recesses above the Goral; i t  missed its aim, but the 
Gtornl fell sheer down into the stony bed of the river, and was 
killed. There are some famous spots for Goral in the Siwalik 
hills, and if i t  had not been for the intense heat, I should look 
back to my long ao,journ amongst the Sambhur, the Cheetal 
and the Goral w ~ t h  great pleasure. As i t  is, I have nasty visions 
of being half-stifled in the summer, and dosed with quinine all 
the rains. Still those rauges are happy hunting grounds, aud 
for any one who wants sport, the crests of the hills, with a 
camp n short distance below, would prove the places to satisfy 
him. I t  is quite useless to do what most people are couteut 
to  do, that is to pitch on the forest line, and expect the game 
to  visit them. Notliing but confiding doe Cheetal will do this, 
but  high up i t  is a very different story. 

There are some roclrs about two miles above the Kasumbri 
temples which always hold Goral. Above Kalawalli~h on the 
right banlr of the stream there are so~ne  rather arid loolting 
hills, which are a sure find. Again close to the big wall on the 
top of t l e  Fimli pass is a good spot to visit. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE O v ~ s  AMMON-112 TI~ ibe t  N y u n .  0 v 1 s  POLTI AND RARULINI. 

Ouis Anznzo~z.-The difficulty of obtaining specimens of tllis 
fille sheep is macle tlre most of by many writers, nor i~ i t  
a s  rare, nor as difficillt to obtain, ns some sportsmen would hrlve 
us  believe. 

The Ovis Ammon is pos~essed of the  senRe of urnell t o  a 
I.e~uarkable degree, and as everyone who 11ns stalked in Ladalc is 
Rnrare, the wind is trencl~erous. If the stallter feels n puff of 
mind on his back, when within seven hundred or eight hundred 
yards of the  game, 110 well lrnows i t  is- " a11 up." 

O n  tlle tops of tlle mountains and in the vicinity of glaciers, 
these puff3 of wind are  of frequeut occurrence; often they will 
ohly last for a few seconds, but  that  is sufficiently long to ruill 
the  cllance of getting a shot a t  the  Oris. Except for this one 
fact, I c a n ~ ~ o t  admit tha t  the Nyan is harder t o  approach thnu 
nllr other hill sheep. 

btnlking in Ladilk is r e ry  often n matter of time. Many of 
us mill  mnrcli for R month to get  on to Ovis Amnlon ground, 
ve t  will not consent t o  wait n few days :tfter the  game is @i,ahted. 
Naturally, in a country a l lere  tlie hills are  devoid of cover, the 
game is often seen on spots mlrere it is useless t r j i ug  t o  
rtpl)ro~cll i t ;  but  if matclled for a few  hour^, i t  is almost cel.tain 
t o  graze its way into a more farorable positio~i. Avoid going 
after game on gusty a l ~ d  cloudy days, and exercise pntieuce, 
re~lieinbering tliat you hare probably niarclred some hundreds 
of miles to  obtain n few s l rot~ ,  n ~ i d  one or two days more or less 
rvorlr cau rn:llce but  little difference. I apologise to tlie expe- 
rienced stallcer for this long lecture. M y  excuse is, t l ~ n t  
good Ovis Ammon's head is often absolutely thrown away for 
want of a little care. 

I will suppose n hard~vorltiug sportsman to have reached Leh 
by May lo th ,  R L I ~  to be bent on g e t t i ~ ~ g  some Ores heads. He 
has probably arrived a little ahead of others, and besides 
Oris  Ammoll he  lras n haulieriug after  other game, and 
mislles t o  visit the Cllaugchenmo country before it is shot orer. 
Cbnngcheunlo is not  the best route to take for Ovis Ammon, bu t  
I think, if tlie render will follow the line of country I mention, 
Ile mill secure two or three good heads. l1;t'ilnkse village is fifty- 
five miles from Lell, on the far side of the Changln pass. There 
t h e  visitor hires cnr r i a~es .  H e  theu moves to Pobraong, doing the 
distance of thirty miles in three stages ; for i t  is n mistake t o  



pl1es8 bfif$lge nnilllals, as  a t  this season they are i n  wretclled 
couditiou. Yobri~ong, send tlie camp 011 to the foot of tllo 
DlsrselniIc pass mid work rouod to  tlie riglit (pastwards). 

E:irly in the year, Oviv Aui~iion nine f'uulid close to Pobnlong, 
bu t  later on, after May 15th, tliey must be souglit for I l i g l l  up i n  
t he  mountains. By C'lln~lgchenmola and by tlie Char igc l l en~~o  
atat io~is,  No. 1, there is good q r o u ~ l d ;  again across the nhrse -  
mik, near R i~nd i ,  and by Bimdi Gui~i lny on the left  ba~ilc ot' 
tlie stream, there is an  almost c ~ r t i ~ i 1 1  filld. A good plnrl 
reaching Guinlay is t o  send the camp to  Pamznl, nud tlleu t o  
cross the stream and work your way over the ~uouutaiuu, lreepiug 
t o  your left f r o ~ ~ t .  

YOU will reach n very large stream, wliicll goes straiglit t o  
Pamzal. The  distauce by ro:d is :\bout eiglit miles; by tlie hill 
side possibly tlwelve or fourteen miles. A t  Pamznl, you are  in 
tlie Cha~igcheriu~o valley, and must  not  expect t o  see Oviv 
Am~iion until you h:rve n'gaiu got on the  mouutain tops. 

M y  advice is, go to  Kyam, eleven miles, tlien on to Ning rhi,  
wliich is about ten miles d is tant ;  from there go t o  Tro:~lrpo 
Kurbo,  giving s day or two t o  the  high ground on t he  right hand 
~ i d e .  You  are  now over the  frontier, arid will be amused :it the  
wonderful stories the  Yak-drivers will invent. There is, however, 
nothing t o  fear. The Budolr men never visit tliis place, for i t  is 
n howliug wilderness; and if no at tempt is made t o  cross the  
Kepsang or Detnjor passes, tliere is no chance of meeting ;tny 
one except EC Chauthan shepherd, Between t h e  Tronlrpo Kurbo 
ravine and t he  Demjorln is  the best ground. High up uuder 
tlie g1aeie1.s~ the grass ;S green early in the  gear, and this country 
is not  disturbed. I u  eiglit days I s a a  the following flocks :- 
June 6th, four rams ; J u n e  7th, one ram and again teu rams ; 
June 8th  and 9th mere spent  after wounded gnme; J u n e  lo th ,  
b lank;  J u n e  l l t b ,  blnnlr ; J u n e  12t11, two r a m s ;  J u n e  13tb, t en  
rams. Now, nssuming that  I saw the same animals twice over 
on some occasiolis, still I could not  Ii:tve come across less than 
eigllteen or tweuty i l l  these eight days. I linve omitted nriy 
nlalee mliich 1 s:iw with the  fern;lles, for a t  this t i ~ u e  of year 
tliey mere sure  to  be suiall oues. 

' l b e  heads of the  Silung Burmnll aud of the  Silung Kongmn 
rnvinee hold very good rams. Tlie best way t o  reach them 
is to go u p  tlie lat ter  from Kyam, a ~ i d  then croas from tliere iuto 
tile Siluug Burmnh. This ravine has two branches nt i ts  head, 
and  both a re  frequented by this sheep. I t  is :it cert,niu times of 
tile year R difficult p1:ice to  t:ilre :L cnnip to ; and if tbe sports- 
Intin ob,jeets t o   leep ping out ,  he  hnd better leiive this beat  alone 
duri l lg Juue ; for then the  mountnin torrents a re  likely t o  
dlme~ich all his bngpge ,  if carried on yaks up  the  only road by 
nhicL tlley cso  pass. WLeu I hi~ve mentioned the Koblaug 







RASBl l lR AND LADAR, ETC. 85 

ravine (above Qogra), I have exhausted the Changchenmo 
co~~r l t~ ry .  

Nol.~h of the Indus, the only other Ovia Ammon ground 
I lrllow of, is by t he  hlirpa Tso and the  Thatoo La. South 
of the river, there ie n large extent of couutry. Leaving Leb, 
the  traveller can make straight for Marsalang, about twenty- 
three miles; the11 to Upchi, eight miles; then to  Oyn, 
sixteen miles ; aud then on to the  head of the  nullah, which 
i s  about five miles. 

Here  Gyn ravine branches into two. Of these two, the right 
,hand one, called the Kaymn, is the better ground ; the  left l l a ~ ~ d  
or  Tubbuh ravine holds only females. The Kay~na nullah ie 
however uluch shot over, and may or may not hold a good 
flock. Prom Gya cross the  Tagalang paRe R I I ~  go to Debt-ir~g 
rind Znra. Here  is n first-rate place, called Khansk, the  ravi l~e  
goes towards tbe Zaskar river. T h e  higher ground is t he  
best. 

On  through the  Rupchu couiltry t o  the  Tso Morari lake 
townrds Hanle, and then up through Lanak and the  couutry de- 
scribed by Kinloch in hie work on I-Iimnlayan sport. Few 
sportswen shoot in  Tiri. It is d igcul t  to get  at, and in the  
summer the Iudus bars the way; but during the montll of May 
the  road is g e ~ ~ e r a l l y  open. During the months of J u n e  and 
Ju ly  there is a road from tlie Kayma ravine which crosses the 
hend of the shooting grouud above Tiri. 

There is plenty of ground in t he  direction of the Niti  which 
llolds Ovie Ammon, nnd soouer than take the trouble to  march 
from lta\~rnl Pindi to the  Iudus  valley shooting grouud, or still 
further t o  the  Budolc territory on tho borders of Changche~~mo,  
n clistl~uce roughly of f ire hundred and fifty miles, I should go 
tolra~.ds the  Niti  nud Laptel, 

JVhilst ndvocnting n visit to Cliangclienmo, early in tbe year, 
I do not do tbis with regard to obtaining general shooting. 

.Kinloch and others ndvise the luoutlls of July  and August. 
AS far as regards Antelope and Burhel shootiu,o, and a better 

chance of good meatller, I certainly agree. The climate in 
nlny is very trying, but  i t  is easier to get  over the  rivers wheu 
frozen over than to  wade througll them when swolleu by the  
lneltiug suom; nild nloreover at that  season where there is 
grass, there mill the  game be found. 

There is a grent deal of country which is very little visited 
by European~ ,  bu t  about wllicll i t  is hifficult to obtain informa- 
tion. Lad& holds n quantity of game, but not on the  beaten 
trnclr. The Tnrltnr is  passively obstinate nud obstl.uctive 
rl.cature, and ilcw s b o o t i ~ ~ g  g r ~ t i ~ ; d  must be ferretted out by the 
sportsunn, with little or no aid f1w.u the inhnbitauts. 
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Very few men lrare beell down the Clrn~~,oclrenmo river from 
Pn~nza l  t o  the  Sliyolc i.iver, and re ry  few lneu Ir:~ve tried tire 
ground between the  Clia~lgla and Kay ]a, p;lsses. Ovis A ~ n m o n  
hends nrse to  be piclred up  i l l  both tlrose places. I collfess it 
is diflicult t o  get  nbout on u ~ i k u o ~ v u  traclts : but  unless first 
on the ground, i t  is impossible to  ge t  a good bag over the  ivell- 
linowu slid Irackueyed districts. 

So much for locality ; nonr ns to  size. I lrnve argued that  
Ovis A tnlnon a re  more plentiful tli:in is generally sul,l)osed to 
be the case, but  large l ior~is are  rarely obtained. The largest 
I have nlensured nras 45 inchss loug by 20 inches iu gir-tli. 
The lnrgest I liare s l ~ o t  iu 'l'hibet measured 41 inches iu length 
by 18$ inclies in ~ i r t l r .  I-Iorns of 35 i ~ i c l ~ e s  by 17 inches are  
f i~ir ly common, but  the  average size killed a r e  from 33 inclles 
t o  34 illclles in length, by 1 G  inches in girth. A very heavy 
well-fed ram weighs as lnrlcli as two hundred and eighty pounds, 
the  average weight in tlie spring uot  being over two liulidred 
t ~ n d  fifty pounds. 1"orn 46 to 48 inclies lung be said to be the  
height of a full-grown male. The  female is smaller, and bag 
much straighter hor~ l s ,  of about 20 t o  24 inclies in lengtli. 
The  male can be ensily distiliguished a t  1o11g distances by his 
white neclr and chest. Once I was sorely tempted t o  shoot a 
female. I was sliort of food for the  coolies, and they were ou 
half ratiolls ; be~ ides ,  t he  shot was such n nice one. I n  f i~ct ,  
1 had argued mysclf iuto the  idea that  i t  was the  right thiug 
t o  do. O n  lool<irig among tlie loose stones, I saw three lambs 
lging besides the  mother, and of course tlie murder was now 
ou t  of the  question. A female Ovis Amman that  could bring 
f'ortl~ three you~rg  into the  world, a t  one birth, deserved t o  be  
spared a t  nny cost. On two occasions I have seen twills, bu t  
llever before t~siplets. I n  order t o  see tha t  there was no mis- 
ti~lce, I waited uritil tlie inotlier moved off. Slie was accompanied 
by all tlrree young oues, 2nd there was no otlier Ovis in sight. 

As i t  turned out, the  coolies did not suffer, for I got two 
rams the  next  morning. 

Closely allied to  the Ovis A~nlnon is n s l~eep  styled by 
naturalists Ovis blanfordi. Besides tlrese, tlie gignutic Ovis 
polii and Ovis Irnrelini a re  found io ( 'eutral Asia. As I 
before stated in Chapter 111, tliese lire beyond tlie range of 
sportsmen. Since writing this Clapter ,  I liare 11e:ird that  
Gove~.nment have forbidden Xuropeans t o  visit Pa1.1rnnd ; con- 
sequently, any hope of renclliug tlre lrullting grounds where 
tlrese grand trophies rnigl~t  be obtai~iecl, is f'or tlre present : l t  a n  
enci. To fittempt to  rencll the  resort of Oris  polii by the  G i l ~ i t  
route would be slreer ~nadness.  Tlie f i ~ ~ ~ a t i c n l  tribes i ~ r l i : ~ b i t i ~ ~ ~  
t he  borders of tlie B4,zh,zrajah's clomi~iio~lu would soou put  a 
stop t o  the enterprise. 
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ci LQcotcli lnerclinl~t m110 came down from Y:~l.lcnnd in tire 
Nrlrnlner of 1882 brouglrt dowll R ~ X  pairs of Iior.ns. lllrey were 
piclted u p  i l l  the Pnilrir, nud brought down f i ~ r  sale. I l r e  
prices realized were big11 ; as 1nuc11 as five lrul~dred rupees waa 
bid for tlre best pair. Ttre larlrest 1);iir of l~orrrs were G 1  slid 
G2 incl~es  ~nensured round tlie curve. Ttie suinllest pair were 
51 illcl~es : eve11 tlrese were sold i l l  ],eh for Its. 125. 

The merchant had, however, to send out  fifteen inarclies from 
Parkand  in order t o  get the liorus ~)iclred up, 1111d carriage from 
Ynrlcand has lately become very expensive. Larger lrorl~a have 
been obtained, a112 n photograph of a pair. nliich we1.e measured 
ris 73 inches round tlie curve, has beer1 procurable in  D e l ~ r a  
for Rome months past. T l ~ i s  pair of horns was brought dowu 
to  the resident of Gilgit in 1881. I confess to  gettiug very 
puzzled over the difference between Polii aud Knrelil~i.  A t  o ~ l e  
time 1 thougllt 1 knew them apart,  but now that  1 hare seeu a 
good many heads, a111 fiiirlv puzzled. I therefore fall back on 
my preface, and leave the  s u q e c t  to naturalists. 

The &lap attached to this Clr:~pter sl~oms several places which 
are mentioned in Chitptera X, XI, XV aud XVII. 



CHAPTER 
OVIS VIGINEI (Shnrpoo of Lndak ; Oorin of Boonjie and Astor). 

1'lr E O O I ~ I A L  ( O U ~ S  C$~C~OCC?'OS). 

1 REGRET to  s t a te  t ha t  I have lately lost my measureme~its  of 
this  a ~ ~ i r n a l  ; bu t  can quote from my general notes tlie sizes of 
several very large pairs of horns. 111 the  l~ossessio~l of n 
gentleman, n resident a t  Leli, I aam a pair of Ilor-ns 36a 
inclies i n  length, and 112 inclies in girth. Tliis certai~ily 
Heeins huge, but still is perfectly nccurate. '1'110 horns are  now 
in  Simla. 

A t  Snurla, Lndak, there is n pair of liorns lying on n pile of 
heads ; tlley Inemure 32 inches in lerigth ; and close to  Leh are  
horns of 33 and 34 inches. All nverage horn is about 26 iuclies, 
aud a good one axiytlli~lg over 29 iriclies. 

F r o ~ n  Boonjie I have seen nothing over 28 inches, bu t  attri- 
bu t e  this t o  cahnnce. 

I n  1,adak I would recommend the fo l lowi~~g  localities :- 
Cliillingtu~rg above Alclri ; the road lies opposite to Snemo, 

and the Iudus  should be crossed at the bridge by Lnrdo (See 
Index ~ n n p )  ; the  lower port io~is of the  Slringsllir nullali ; the 
rnviries above Cllirnray ; arid early ill the season above Lama- 
Yuru.  

Sliingsliir is not  mnrlted on the  route mnp ; i t  is im~nedi :~te ly  
above l iunbeer Bngli (Tiltzny), nnd is three ularclies from Leh. 

This nullah brauclies iuto three ravines, a ~ i d  holds Ibex 
nbove tlie junction of tliese tributaries. 

I n  Baltistan i n  tlie month of Mng, or better  still in April ,  
t r y  tlie ' ~ o o r ~ ~ j i e  plnin. La te r  in  tlie year '' tlre Oorio" leave tliia 
plain, nnd work u p  both bnnlrs of tlie Astor river, showing 
however n greater preference for the  left bn~llr. 111 tlieir lnigra- 
tious they come southwards as  far as the RIir IkIullicls. uullah, 
(Cllapter IV,  Map of B:~ltistan). 

Late in the  season, when tliey are widely scattered over the 
wliole country, they are  said to be difficult to f i~ld ; brit early in 
the  year tliey a re  to  be met wit11 in great uumberv ne:ir the  
junction of tlio d s t o r  a ~ l d  Iudus  rivers. Tliere is  plenty of 
'other ground tha t  holds Oorin, bu t  none I call bring to m i ~ l d  
t h a t  is lilrely to  afford ;I better  chance of procuring a few heads 
than tlie localities described. Tlie winter is the  tiuze for sliooting 
tllis game. The native aliil~aris lie hid belii~itl walls ancl ill pits ; 
niid j~ ldp in f i  by tlie number of l ~ o r n s  they bring fdr sale, must  
succeed In lrilling n good number of Sharpoo. 



l<ASHMIR AND LADAR, ETC, 39 

Whether  it ie sheer bad luclc or n f;wt I cannot any, b u t  
tllere appear to be very few big rilmp. Tllo only large 1101 11 I 
11ave obtai~iecl was fro111 JVfinln ; i t  rnc1;~nurcd H L ~ I I C ~ I C R  by 104 
i~lclles in girtll. However 1 o ~ l c e  lotit s reirlly good one and 
give tlie story :- 

I t  was after  rc long nnd tolernbly llr~rd day's work, whilnt I 
was returning to  Cam]), t ha t  I came o n  a floclc of fifteen male 
Sl1:1rl)oo. Aniungst them \\las 0110 be;iuty, by far tllo finest 
Ileacl I Ilave ever h ; ~ d  n chance of sccu~-ing.  The floclc w:le 
gr;lzill,n its way down to\~nr.ds the more level ground, allcl passed 
witllin five liu~icl~.ed jal.cts of rvllere 1 W:IS e t ; i ~ ~ d i ~ l g .  A e  two11 
ns tlley were over the  ritlge of the  Rl)nr, 1 rill1 f 'or\va~~l ; \ I I ~  ~l) i ( 'd  
them grazing at  the  bottom of t l ~ e  ravine. Tllev were b;iclly 
placed f'or n, stallr, a ~ ~ d  as it w:ls very cloudy, I feared a clliulgo 
i l l  the  mind. Accordingly I moved l ~ i g l ~ e r  u p  tlie hill. I n  
nbout h111f a11 Ilour, tlle rail1 fell i l l  t o r r e ~ l t ~ ,  and w:rs succeeded 
by a cold wiud, so I L:\il to rt.tur.11 to  cilllip. 01lce  or twice I 
cnug l~ t  lnjeelf cogitating over nrlie~-e I s l~ou ld  get  the  big lleml 
se t  up, and I corlfess t o  feeling sure  that tlie bag was to  be 
increased by a very importnut item. 

I fully made u p  my mind not to  sp:rre time or  toil, and only 
to shoot wllen i t  was good l o ~ g  odds against the  animal. T l ~ e  
nex t  mornilig I found the  trnclrs, nnci bhortly after cnuie on tlie 
flock. I left  the  coolie bel~irld, nud crept  011 alone, b u t  the  
man mnnnged to  show I~imself, or  a t  any ra te  t o  excite t11e 
suspicions of the  ramp, for they stood gaziug iuterltly in his 
direction, and as  the  top of the  coolie's I~ead \yas visible t o  me, 
i t  very lilrely was also seen by the  Sliarpoo. They quietly walked 
off, and went  over a hill. Such rr, climb as they gave me before 
I sigllted them again ! They were grouped together a t  tile 
b o t t o ~ n  of the  raviue f:tr below. This time I toolc the  coolie 
with me, and he  behaved with great discretion; bu t  unfortu- 
nately n shepherd came u p  the  ravine, ilud over the  nex t  hill 
went  t h e  flock of Sharpoo. 

This wne get t ing rnonotonoue, b u t  I wanted that big ynir of 
h o r ~ ~ s ,  so went u p  t h e  hill ngain, and down on t h e  other  side. 
There they were, etretched on  their  sides, l!ir~g on a sloping 
hill ~ i d e .  Above them were s o u ~ e  cliffs of very irregular for- 
mation, and if tlley wou!d only give me time, I could ge t  
oppoeite t o  them and fire across t h e  nullah. Time in abun- 
d1111ce they gave, and I was mit l~in 160 yards, and behind a big 
boulder hours before the  big oue mould rise. The clouds were 
briuging u p  snow o r  rain, aud I was greatly afraid of having t o  
take a running shot  if the  wincl changed. 

A t  last the  big one got up, and remniued motionlees. Crack 
went  the  rifle, nud t h e  ram dnslred domuwards, throwing hie legs 
wildly about, and fell with  a eylnsh into the stream below. 



Why I hnd not lrilled him dend I lrnow not. I mnls a little dis- 
concerted, bu t  fired t he  left barrel a t  n second Sharpoo, jvbich 
was idiotically poltitlg Ilis now over n roclr and staring a t  me. 
Bother that  secoud I)ei~st, I attt.il)ute losing the big one to  Ililll. 
I could not  see into the  bed of the  ravine, and i t  took llalf nn 
hour  to  ge t  round. There were large splas l ie~ of blood but no 
S l~n r l~oo .  Ral~iclly tnlring u p  the  trnclr of the  big one, I sent  
t h e  coolie t o  look for the other, bu t  after R shot-t time he joined 
me. T l ~ e  two traclrs had met ; a little higher up they again 
~epa rn t ed ,  bu t  wllicll was the  big one's and wllich was tllat of 
the  one hit by tlie second shot, not even Cooper's Red Indians 
could have told. The blootl was on hard roclr, and there wns 
about; t h e  same quantity on each trnclr. The snow began t o  
fall,  and t he  traces were quiclrly getting obllternted. A t  last 
u p  jumped the  smaller Sl~arpoo ; he  had concealed himself be- 
hind a rock, a t ~ d  ollly got u p  w l~en  I nns  on him. 

Baclr I ran, for the  suom was falling thiclr, and the  blood 
marks were almost covered, but  i t  was no use ; the tt.aclc turned 
downmarcls over grouud wllicll was bad going a t  tlie best of 
times, and with snow m ~ d  sometimes llnil drivilig into my eyes 
I wns quite beaten. I got  b:~clr into cxtnp l o ~ l g  after d :~rk ,  
very, very disconsolate, and in  a frame of mind that  a really 
good dinner could not retlcier brighter. 

Snow fell for two days, 2nd after i t  ceased n blazing hot sun 
soon melted it, but  the tracks were gone ;  all mere anshed 
away, except some large spl:islles of blood where the  wounded 
ram had fallen over the  clilrs. 

I n  spite of what has been said about " t h e  biggest being 
always the  lost one," I shall always maintain that  he was one 
of the  largest horned Sllnrpoo in the  Ilirnalnyas. I t  will be 
many a, long day before I forget the  stallr ; and, although sirlce 
tha t  dny I have had great luclr after other animals, still I do 
wish i t  Ilad held to  me on this  occasion. 

T l ~ e  last Sharpoo I killed was sitnl)ly idiotic it] its behnriour. 
Evidently he  suspected something, bu t  could not mllre out  
what was t he  cause of his being alarmed. Tlle au i~na l  came 
within fifteen paces of me. It was a pret ty sigllt to  see llirn 
cautiously advance to  where I was lying concealed bellind 
two boulders, tllen suddenly t o  wheel rouud nnd bolt, but  it 
was too l a te  for his safety. 

As  a rule Shar l~oo  a re  very cute, and are  nearly, if not  quite 
ns quiclr a t  getting your  cent as is n u  Ovis Ammon. T l ~ e y  
can travel over the  m o ~ t  difficult and rocky ground, and ~vlletl 
h i t  talre t o  the clifh, and hicle tllemselves on solue ledge on 
t he  rocks; consequently they a re  uot  easily recovered when 
wounded. 
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Tlle young nre born in May or June.  T l ~ e  horns of the  
female nre short  and insigaificnnt. A flock of female8 is often 
met with close t o  the Lelr road 11er1r Snemo (Index Mnp), nnd 
very often has i t s  rnnks thinned by the pnssing traveller, who 
cannot resiet R shot, after having tramped for d a r ~ ,  along a 
dust,y and s t o r~y  road without ouce taking his rifle from ita 
case 

T h e  Oorinl o r  EIourinr, the wild aheep of the Punjab, occure 
on the  trans-Indus ranges and in  tlle !inznra-llilia (Jerdon,  
page 295). On the  ~ a l t  rnllges where it i~ generally allot bv 
the  European sporteman, i t  is atill fairly plentiful. IIorns of 
upwards of 30 inches in lerlgth a r e  now a ~ l d  nfain to be 
obtained ; bu t  far the ~najori ty of those brougl~t  to  bag do 
not  exceed 25 t o  26 inchis. The cll:~nees a re  ngnillst ally 
one obtairling n pair of horns exceeding that length during n 
fortnigllt's t r ~ p .  

A very good bag was made in November 1880, and for any 
one who has time to  spare, a ~ ~ d  is not  tied down to  the  date  
of October 15tl1, i t  is well worth his while to  go for a short  
expedition, a t ~ d  t ry  hie luck among the Oorial or Ovie 
cy cloceros. 

The beat ground for large heads is near Dil-Jubbah : this is 
south of Saboart railway station. 

Twenty-five miles from Jbelum, a t  the bnclc of Tillah on 
tolie edge of t he  range, is Pindsevecca ; seven rnilea off is Kotul  
Kund. Both these placea may afford sport. The shikari'e 
name is Alrbtlr Alli. 



XI. 

WHERE to  obtain good sized Burhel horns is n question t l ~ a t  
has taken me long to  solve. I u  Lndrtk there are very few f i l r e  

~ ' a i r s  to  be obtained, bu t  as regards the  animals they are more 
yle~ltiful tlrall any other kind of game. They are not, however, 
nearly so tame aud easy of approach as they were some fern 
years ago. I picked up  a couple of good thick pairs of I~orns, 
each 27 inches i l l  length, one it1 the  Changcheumo valley, and 
t h e  other a t  Chilling ou the  Znslrar, but  I have seeu very few of 
over 24 inches that  have been shot in Ladak. 

For  fine troplries I should recommelld going from Mrissoori 
o r  Simla over the  Rupin or Boreuda passes. A verv pleasant 
tr ip could be made by leaving Mussoori OII  April 15tlr, reach- 
ing Chalirata on the  16th. From there vid Deoban hill to 
liarna Serai and Jaclro, spending n week or so oiler this portiot~. 
Then over t he  Iiupin pass to  Sangla and Snngli and up the 
Buspn river to  Clritlrul ghat, rencili~i,rr Chitlrul by May 15tl1. 
'I'lien over tlre Nila pass (see small scale route map) into tlie 
Blingiruti valley ; or, if pref'erred, instead of going up  to Chit- 
ltul work towards liispa, aed back either by Si~iila or any other 
cliose~l road. 'I'hrce mouths would amply suffice for visiting 
any  portion of this cou~l t ry ,  including tlre irullnbs lending 
down to  the Spitti river. ~ u i h e l ,  Tlier, Gooral and Serow might 
be met wit l~.  Ibex are  found on the  fitr side of the  Babeh pass, 
and from Dankar a road goes to Le11 (See l toute Map). Khnkur 
also are in places plentiful, aud the  route lies through scenery 
which much vaunted Kashmir certaiuly cnn~lot  excel and but 
seldom equal. Whilst  dwelling on this part of the  cou~l t ry  I 
may as well mention tha t  in the  autumn months the  first six 
or seven marches are  good pheasant ground, aud near the  Torlse 
river, which could be visited on tlie may baclr, there are  solne 
fiue Sambhur heads t o  be obtained. Pormerly i t  was not  diffi- 
cult  t o  secure two or three, bu t  now-a-days tile big ones seem 
t o  have been nearly all killed off. This was done during a very 
Revere winter, b u t  the chances are  that  tlrese shooting grounds, 
as  they lie adjacent to  big reserved forests, mill recover them- 
selves. 

To return from this digression. Most men who go to  Ladak 
expect to  shoot n Burhel, but possibly very few men would care 
to  make this game their primary object, so I will do my best 
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to  aid them towards getting cr few shots whilst et2 route to tlie 
resorts of Al~telope or Ovis Ammon. 

Of course i t  is a great object not  to lose time when mnrch- 
i r ~ g  for some coveted shooting grouud. Accordil~fily I fit-at 
mention places that  are absolutely on the beaten tracks. 

I will suppose the csln~p is at Ti~nltse, n r~d  on the  may to 
Cliangchenmo. Instead of rnarching to  Rluglib let the terits bo 
pitched five milee farther on. T l ~ e  M:rp gives llse:rrh 'l'so as  
t l ~ e  11ame of t l ~ e  place, but i t  is generally called Chuklia Titlrro. 
111 the montlis of figay atid J u n e  Surllel are to be found t o  t l ~ e  
riglit of the  main ravine, and in the nu1l;rhs whicll lie to the 
south of the campirig ground. D u r i ~ ~ g  the s p r i ~ ~ g  n ~ ~ d  sumrncAr 
the  ravine, and in fact tlie whole of the  ground above L u l t u ~ i ~ ,  
holds large floclts of' Burhel. Thus, when the camp moves from 
Tsearli Tso to  Lukung, which is about ten miles, or to Pobrao~ig, 
five tniles ftirther on, Che best plnu is to turn  up tlie deep gully 
on the left, and work up this to the flats above. This place is a 
certain find. I once saw five floclrs, aggregating in all one 
hundred nnd twenty-nine nnimals, and on auother occasion 
a fill0 floclr of seventy at the  head of this ravine. 

From there, by hlontol to  Pobraong, is a fairly easy after- 
noon's walk, but  late in the  year i t  would be better to drop 
straight down to  Lukung, for if tlie Koh-loma torrent  is iu 
flood, i t  is difficult to get  across. Above Pamzal, Burhel are  
to  be found on the  same ground as the Ovis Ammon. Both 
the nullahs above Gogra hold this sheep, tlie Kobriing is the 
better, but  the  ravine above the  hot springs, as  far as the  Ling- 
zintung  plain^^, lias in it  it few flocks. 

1 1 1  the Siluug Kongma ravine they are also to be  found. 
Tlieil by Sl~ooshal tllere are a few big rams. Xearly all these 
places are on known shooting routes, x11d are easily found. 

Off tlie main routes, there are  some very uice ravines near 
Gya and Illiru. The nulliihs joining tlie Z i i ~ I c a ~  are  tlie best 
that  I lrnow of as far as reg:~rd numbers: the  easiest route 
from the  Leh side to these shooting grou~ltls is to cross the  
Indus a t  Lardo, and then either to malre by Alchi and the  
Strnlrspir pass into the  Sumdah-foo, or else by the Lardo nullah 
over tlie Spangling mountain, and drop down on Drogulika; 
but  this latter, althougll a good shootirig route, is very bad 
walking. l 'here is a road up t he  Zasltnr, which is sometimes 
open, bu t  i t  depends on the  amount of water in the river (See 
Index Dlap). 

I f  the  object in  view is to  shoat Rurliel, go by Drogulilia; if 
Sharpoo, worlr by Alchi. From Drogulika to Hilljo is ten miles, 
and is nu easy niarch over the  Pass. There are three inter- 
mediate nullahs between these two places, in one of wllich I 
once saw 110 less tlian thirteen pairs of horns lgirlg within a 
ri~clius of half n mile ! These ho1.u~ \yere nearly all good OIICF, 



and i t  looked as if the  nnimala llnd died in some very severe 
yenr. From Hinjo t o  Lama-Yuro is one long march. Here 
you rejoin tlie rond. The Hitljo pnss is  open by May l j t l l ,  
but  the  Spangling uot before J u u e  15th. The  Strakspir nbout 
t he  same time. 

Neiir Wnnln, whicli is the  largest villa5e between Lama-Y uru 
and Lardo, reside two or  three shiltaris ; i t  is as well to send 
for them and use them as guides. This place, Waula, is worth 
visiting. I u  the  spring there are  plenty of Ibex nbout, bu t  iu 
the  summer they decamp to  Pntolrsir where it is useless to fol- 
I O W  tliem. Possibly the  shikaris may be able t o  show some 
Burhel in  May or June,  b u t  there appear t o  be no big rams to be 
seen. 

I t  may be taken generally thnt  the ravines joining the left 
bnllk of t he  Indus, between Lardo arld Tiri, hold Burhel nnd 
Shnrpoo ; those which joiri the  riglit bnulc are  good for  Ibex. 

W e  need .earcely Aention other places, except t o  say t ha t  
wlierever liorns are  seen there must be living animals about. 
I n  the vicirlity of the  Pallgong lake t he  liorns are  used for 
m:~lcii~g hoes, 2nd are  not  put  illto heaps, hence a t  Tankse, Lukung, 
Chaggrn, M n u ,  &C., they are  conspicuous by their absence. 
F o r  ally olle visiting Ladalr by the  Lachalang route, there a re  
Borne good  pots to  be fouud iu  Lnhoul, but  scarcely on the  
direct line of ~nnrcli. 

Burhel meat is far better eating than tlie wretchedlg bad 
mutton whicli is procurable in Mitldle Tllibet. Tile hvoritt ,  
l)l;\11 of the  villagers is to sell to the uufol=tunate traveller t l ~ e  
old nud worn-out weight-carriers' sheep which for years hare 
toiled nbout the hills, laden with salt, borag or  sulpl~ur.  No 
Irumau being could possibly eat  them, and no beast but  n mild 
dog could appreciate tlienl. The emaller elleep nre the  best, 
ntid a t  any rate are eat,able, bu t  i t  tnlres really good mutt011 to 
Rurpass rr saddle of Burhel iu the  months of August aud 
September. 

These al~irnnls are  utterly iml~ervious t o  cold, and seom to 
prefer the  highest mouutaius. Eve11 in places where the nsa 
is 8cauty, aud where ;I piercit~g cold mind is blowitlg, t he  
Burhel, unlilre most l'hibetnu game, does not  graze much during 
the  day time. Slla~-poo, on tlie contrary, are perpetually rising 
and feeding, a ~ i d  t l~e l l  lying down agaitl. 

.Waiting for n Burhel to  get  up is ;t tedious nff;tir, bu t  he  is a 
tough beast to Itill, and a allot badly placed is useless. A 
brolren leg will seldom prove sufficient to allow of Ilia being 
brought to bag ; lle will travel over ground wlrich will test n good 
cr:L,nsman, and t he  chances are, that  t he  Tar tars  will refuse to 
follow, for they are  not  good on rocks 01- ice. Mar~y  n wour~ded 
ram 11noe I lost, and when toili!~g after tlleln Il:~ve longed for 
;l p;\ir of Enltistau dogs to bring them to biiy, 13rlgliull dogs 
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are of no use, for they cnnriot etnnd the rnrefied r~ir of the 
grent alti tudea ; moreover they break their toes on the rocke, 
i t~ ld  not seldom come to grief down sonle ~recipice. 

A p:~ir of good dogs nre valunble beyond price. Here is a 
story of what ouce occurred : I u  Gogra two Burhel had been 
wounded-one was followed by the sportsman, the otlrer wae 
pursued by two Baltistan dogs. The dogs speedily brought 
their quarry to bay, and kept i t  tlrere until the other was di8- 
posed of. The ram 01: the approacl~ of the men ran a tilt, a t  
one dog, nnd sent lrim flying clown the precipice. '1'11e other 
dog turned tlie Burhel back, rind when rejoined by the ~econd,  
regularly boxed the game up under a ro6k. Unfortuuately the 
shilcari had forgotten tlre spare cartridge pouch, and tlre only 
chnrge left in tlie rifle fai!ed to kill. I t  was too dnrlc to go to 
camp for more, aud the dogs lay out all night, and in the nlorn- 
i ~ i g  were still on the spot matching the ram! This happened 
iu July 1881. 

To exemplify tlie great uncertainty of all shooting I cannot 
refrain from describing n week spent after Burlrel. 

July 9th.-Re~ched the ground where I felt certain of find- 
ing any number of rams; not one could be seen. No one had 
shot the nullah for three years, still i t  was quite empty. There 
were no marks of leopards or mild dogs to  account for this, 
and as the 10th ancl 11th also proved blanks, I made up my 
mind to leave. The 12th and 13th were Rnowy, and I could 
not march. I t  was ouly out of desperation that on the 14th 
I went on to the hill side. I t  was still snowing; there was n 
favorite spot above the tents, where, after a very stiff climb, I 
sat down. Rluffled in R blaulret I peered into tlre clouds. 
The heavy vapour lifted for a few minutes and disclosed two 
Burhel withill five hundred yards. The mind was steady, and 
before long I bad lcilled one and missed the other. 'l'lre 15th 
was fine and clear. From the tents I saw nine rams. Ou t  of 
these I killed one and wounded but lost another. Then agsiu 
on tho followiug day I succeeded iu gettiug a good ram, and 
viewed solue Inore in the evening. N o w  where had the 
game come from? Not from greater altitudes, for I wns 
stiillcing a t  17,000 feet elevation, and tbere were not any higher 
luountn~ns in the vicinity. 

Burhel virry much in size and weight. Of the full grown 
rams I have weighed the heaviest scaled 1501bs., nnd the 
liglitest 1 1 9 % ~ .  The first was fro111 the Rupin, and the second 
from the Zaskar couutry. Possibly a good average would 
be :- 

l i t .  at  shoulde,.. Le?c,qth. TT7c'igAt. L. of horns. Gir th  at base. 
33 inches. 62 inches. 130R1s. 22 inches. 11 inches. 

111 the gln~.e of rt Ladnk snrn~ner's day, ~ibsurd as i t  ulust 
seem, I hl~ve foulld it hard to tell the sexes apart, altlloogh the 
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horns  of t h e  femnle a r e  tliin and short .  The Laze on the  
storly hills is on occnsions very deceivinn n11d mus t  be see,, 

r? 
t o  be understood, b u t  the blaclr chest  ot a rntn i s  a c e r t s i ~ l  
p ~ i ~ i t  t o  discriminate by, and the sliilcnri will uearly alwnye 
tell the sex by this  a t  very long distances. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE STAG (Ceruus wallichii). 

The Eangul  o r  Barasing7c of Kashmir. 

OF late gesrs this stag has gradually been ~nalring ite way 
towards tlie 0011th-east, and has become Inore nulnel-ous in tlie 
direction of ICi~litwar, I3adrawar and Cliumbn (Illclex Map) .  
It l ~ a s  been ousted from some of its former fiuulwer retre:~ta 
in  Kaslimir by number l e~e  cowherds. All gallie eeem to  be 
impatieut of tlie inroads made by tame buffi~loes. Old eliikariea 
declare t ha t  tlie wild animals cannot etalid tlie smell of the 
buffalo. This is very probable, and certai~lly where the 
b~iffclloes pasture, tlie deer leave. Cows and ~ h e e p  do no t  
penetrate into the dense recesses of tbe  jungle in tile same way 
ns the  buffaloes do, and co~lseque~l t ly  they do not do so rnuch 
damage. The stag, when h e  has c:lst his horns a t  the end of 
March o r  beginning of April, makes Ilia may to  the birch f o r e ~ t  
a t  tlie heads of tlie main glens ; or else crosses the  lower 
pnsses a ~ i d  enters in to  tlie more remote forests or1 tlie 
Kashmir side of the  snowy rallgeP. The game tliat retires to 
the far distant forests is no t  much disturbed, and can paRs 
the period, during which tlie l iorl~s a re  in course of formation, 
in comparatively safe retirement. 

I t  is after the  re~lewal  of their  antlers tha t  tlie etnps mnko 
tlieir way back to  the lower hills and court tlie compnn~onsliip 
of the hinds, nliicli, as a rule. l ~ave  re~nnined ou tlie ridges 
bordering the  lnaiu valleys of Kashmir proper. It is during 
tliis seasoli that the  European sportsman Ilas mostly to  do  with 
stag-shooti~ig. Wben,  as the  Higlilanders say, " tlie staes a re  
roaring," or  as i t  is denominated in Kaslimir, " cslliug,:' i t  is the 
easiest time t o  Itill tlie Baras i~~gh .  l 'here is sometliing about 
this kind of sport  which rather gives one the feeli~ig of being 
rc poacher, for i t  appears to be tnking rr mean ndrantage ; but  
it is the oiily season when most of the visitors t o  the valley can 
ge t  an occ:~sional shot at the   tags 

It is now a recognized thine that  it i g  quite correct t o  tnlre 
this ndvnntnge. I, therefore, will do my best to help tbe sports- 
mall fo poach ; for this stag, u111ilre our own red deer, rarely 
gives tlie opportunity for a good opeu stnllr. A good local 
slliknri is all ohaoluie necessity, unless orin has been over the  
same ground duriug a prer io~ls  year. Every s~nnl l  pool of 
wnter, and every stream must  be lcr~omn. Every likely copse 
where tlie auimnla mil l  lie dur ing  the heat of the  day ; every 
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ridge where they will in all probability cnll during tlle evel1ing, 
the hunter st~ould be intimately acquainted with. RIOre than 
this, the patlls over the mountains, along which the stags lnalce 

their way to the lower hills, should be visited, and to wallder 
about and find these would be nn endless uudertaking. Lastly, 
a local man or two is necessary in  urder to get irlformation froin 
the villagers as to where a stag calls during the day time. If 
there is no " native go-betweeu" to sift the men's evidence, you 
are likely to be told endless lies, and if you get angry nrld 
abuse your informaut, and refuse " bulisheesh," the ~ i l1a~e1.s  re- 
main silent for the rest of your ~ t a y .  All these argume~lta 
point strongly to the employmeut of the Kashmir shilrari. 

Writing of Kashmir sport, some twellty years gone bye, RIr. 
Brinkman advocates killing off a few hinds before the caIIillR 
season. Tllere may tlien hare been sometlling to be said for 
this destruction, but now-a-days a trigger should never be pulled 
at a female. 

The following wag a bng made by a very triumphant sllilcnri 
not many wiuters ago-forty hinds and two stags ! ! The 
sepoys from the Hurri-Parbat fort come into the Laar district 
dur i l~g  the winter, and shoot down big and small. It is a 
thousand pities ; but what can be done ? .Absolutely notl~ing, 
except through the Maharajah, and he could very easily put a 
stop to  it. Liberty loving America has in many of its States 
game laws, but the Autocratic Government of India r e fu~es  to  
protect any animals, but elephants. There are reasons 
on both side@, and "nil desperandum" is the motto that should 
be taken up  by the promoters of a "close seasonu-a " heavy 
gun tax," or better still " game laws." I t  is almost impossible 
to get over the fact that the game laws could be used as an 
instrument of oppression in India ; if so what would i t  not be in 
Kashmir? As s visitor to  the Kashmir dominions, and ns one 
who has been well treated in that couu t~~y ,  I wish to  avoid all 
political discussion in these chapters, and so must leave un- 
written many things that I should like to put down on paper; 
for by wintering in Kashmir one sees a ~ l d  hears more than the 
summer visitor can do. 

I remember on one occasion saying that I was iliclined to 
class the stag and markllor horns as tlze trophies to be obtained 
in  the Himalayas. I was met by the remark, no one but :r 
" griff" would care so much for the stags' heads. Well, I am 
content to  remain a " griff," and to adhere to my great ad- 
miration of the antlered stag. Later on, i t  will be seen how little 
I was able to  do during a winter spent in Kashmir, and I con- 
fess to s great deal of disappointment over the result. Leave 
is dear to the Indian ~portsmnn, and leave is alas ! limited, 
so that I doubt if I shall ngain try the experiment of n whole 
winter iu  Kashmir, but aome time, perhaps not far distant, 1 
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 hall do m y  best t o  reside iu t l ~ e  valley d u r i ~ ~ g  Jnnunry, Feb- 
runry and Mrtrch. 

I l n u ~ t  now commence to  aid t l l o ~ e  who wish t o  obtain tro- 
p l ~ i e ~  during the c a l l i ~ ~ g  Reason. One  year, the  firat s tag I 
henrd called on the 10th September. l had just before fired n t  
R red bear in a field. After this I did not  l l k r  n single call u ~ r -  
til nearly the  end of the  montb. Another year I heard three 
separate  tags call on tlre night of 14th September, and agaiu 
011 tlie 15th ; tlieu one on tlre 1Gtlr. After that  cnrne rail1 nnd the  
woods mere silent for some dnpe. The Regimental Officera lrave 
mostly to  be back a t  t l ~ e i r   tati ions by October 15tl1, and can- 
not, therefore, expect t o  do muclr i n  the  calling season, bu t  by 
leavirlg Sri~laggnr for good on September 15tl1, nnd taliil~fi some 
rrull ;~l~ in the  Sindh or Bundipoora direction, if '  leaving by 
Bllurr.ee, or towards Dandwar if they wish to go ou t  by the Yir 
P a ~ l j a l  route, t l ~ e y  ought  to  get  a few sliota. During t he  corn- 
mei~celneut of tlie cnlling, the bellowing is ouly heard a t  night, 
and the  date when t l ~ e v  commeuce to  call i ~ ,  to n great extent, 
dependent on the  state of the  weather. The grenter the  heat  
the earlier the  calling; the  finer the  mentl~er the more fre- 
quently will the stag! be heard. 

With  the  except1011 of the  advice t o  kill the  hinde, Mr. 
Bririlrn~an's chapter on this description of sport is excellent. 
I only wiell tha t  now-a-days I could lrold ou t  any liol~es of as 
large a bag as he obtained. A couple of good heads ~ l lou ld  
A R ~ ~ S ~ Y  any cne, o r  a t  h a t  should  top any grumbling ; brit it 
is quite possible t o  obtain six or seven pairs of antlers dur i~ lg  
t h e  season, the  dates of w11ich I should pu t  from September 
20th t o  October 15th, or nt l a t e ~ t  October 20th. 

Iu my le t ter  t o  the  Asian 1 did not  enter  on localities, b l ~ t  
will now do so. The country I know best is in the Liddar a11d 
Sindll valleys, and in a lesser degree the vicinity of N o n ~ b ~ o g .  
I have never been out  after stags in tlie Lolab or above Bu~idi .  
poolSa, bu t  can guarnntee the itlformation given about those 
parts  as being correct. 'J'lle sources from which I have ob- 
tained i t  a re  urldeniably good. 

I will commence ou tlie western side and work along the 
valley. D u e  north of Alson, whiclr is marlred on tbe  map a ~ l d  
is 011 t he  Woolar lalre, is the  LasLkot hill, the  Kralpoora 
nullahs, the  local name of the  more northern branch of wbich 
is the  Bow." Then there is the  Bundipoora stream, a l ~ o  the  
Erin. These spots a re  suitable for October sl~ooting. Very 
early in  tlre season, say during tlre commencement of 
September, t ry  northwards in Gugnl and Foolmai. The ~ t a g g  
sutnnler in this district, nnd work down from tlrere t o  the first 
mentioned rnri~iee, aud also find t l ~ e i r  may illto tlle Lolnb. 

Machil, due  nolst1i of the  Lolab, has frequently been yoiuled 
out  to  me ss lilrely t o  give good  port. 



N P X ~  comes Ilre Qi~idli valley; for clloi(l~ 1 slroulJ socure 
nr;lllgnt; tlren I sl~outil  take 1Iie11 01. A k i ~ l ~ ; ~ l l : t ~ ~ ,  or clno slloulti 
go  to  Mnrmar or Go~rd .  C l ~ i t t i n ~ o o l  is n s~na l l  bllt t'i\irly 
])lace. Tiro drawback to I4ien is tl:e dellse fi,rest, but  the 
~ t i l ~ s  must  come tlirouS1l that  way ; a ~ l d  abu\le the ricljie tlrere 
is some good cnu11t1.y towards Boorewns, and on to  N:lgb:~~.an ; 
b u t  tllougll ildjilce~it tlris does ,lot belollg to tllo IIiell uu]lall 
ground. I11 tlie Liddnr valley tliere are stags, and some big 
ones, bu t  the  Goo.jn's (or cowherd's) l ~ u t s  a re  nutnberless. 
Aroo niid Blooudla~~ ,  above wliich are some big ~nul-gs,  are 
liltely spots in September. B4ainpal above P i~ lgnu i i~  is the best 
place in  tlie llortlierii par t  of t he  Liddnr. Above Praslang 
there  is al\vnys a stag or two. Southwards t11e1.e is a very good 
cliarice of a few shots a t  Vesirren, and auo t l~er  plnce is tlle 
Lu~ig-nye .  To shoot this, the  best place to  pitch the  tents is 
at Ilidsoo. 

O n  emergency t ry  nbove Eshinnrknnl. I must  not  omit t o  
meution the  Nowboog. I t  is  not a bad district if driving is going 
t o  be  resorted to, but  my lr~ioivle(lge of tlie biql~er portions is 
limited t o  two hurried visits of a few days duration. Tliere is 
room for two or three guns. Of tlie couctry south of Nowboog 
J sliall have niore t o  say when dealing n i th  the nrinter sliooting. 
If tlre sportsman has time on hand, Kisb t~var  direction is now 
justly becoming popular ; a i ~ d  on the slopes of the  Holrsar 
there is some very good ground. 

I tliirrk I have uow pointed out  sufficient plilces t o  ensure 
any 0110 getting n, vacant nullall or hill side during eveu n 
crowded season. I believe iu the lower ground, that  is elevn- 
tions about 8,000 to 9,000 feet, some met1 fr~llcy tbe liigll ground 
amongst the  birch forest. I t  is certaiuly pleasauter as  
fa r  a8 regards climate; bu t  the  stags are  only travelliug in  
the  higher altitudes, whereas lower down they seem to  sett10 
iu to  certain spots, and to  stop there for days togetl~er.  

It is very aggravating work when the  st:tgs do  not  call 
until  just  before sunset. Often and often this occurs ; not  a 
fiound is t o  be heard in the  day time, b u t  when darkness is  
set t ing in, they begin. O u  a bright moool i~ l i t  night i t  is quite 
possible t o  crawl u p  t o  the game, but  i t  1s not  easy t o  hi t  by 
moonlight uuless within twenty yards, and the  grass is 
,qerlernlly too d ry  t o  allow a noiseless approach within that  
distance. If n stag is seen t o  be ascending along n ridge 
arld can be waited for by lying under the  slope, thus secur i~ig  
a view of him against the  sky liue, tliere should not be much 
difficulty in hitting him. There are, however, so mnuy " ifs" 
which come iuto play during night-shooting tlint I caunot 
really recolnnlend any one to  t r y  except over water vrhich is 
muoh frequented by stags. Such spots a r e  Hsree above 
Marmar, and Burnowboog in JVangut. 
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The grea t  chnrm nbout this shooting is t h e  glorioua weather 
t h a t  in all probability continues throughout tlle calling season. 
Under  any  fir t ree  a plensant bivouac can be made ; arid 
no t en t  is necessary on tlle hill side, nltllough i t  is R good 
tliing to have a comfortable camp pitched in the  vicinity, 
t o  wllich, a t  intervals, the sportsman cau ret i re  for r e s t  and 
change. 

A t  t he  end  of August, o r  during tlie first week of Septem- 
ber, many places cau be fbund where the  gtags come out on  
t o  t he  ridges of t he  mountains, and  r u b  their horns against 
t he  trees, toss about  the  fern and long grass, and  root u p  t l ~ e  
ground with their feet. Occasioually a head o r  two can be 
o b t n i ~ ~ e d  a t  these spots early in tlie season, bu t  i t  is not  worth 
while trying if t he  l ~ u ~ l t e r  is no t  pressed for time. The  horns 
tllus obtained a re  often slightly covered with velvet ; aud  sorne- 
times the  tips a r e  not  qui te  hard set. 

The  noise a s tag can make when " roariug" is much louder 
than  would be imagined, and can be heard a t  R great  distance; 
b u t  very often, when the  animal is I j iug  down, he  only u t te rs  
a prolonged moaning sound. This la t ter  is re ry  deceptive, and  
unless frequently repeated, i t  is  difficult to  fiud ou t  the  exact 
direction t o  follow. 

I have known the  natives copy the  louder call so well that 
s stag llns answered tlie chnllenge, and  deliberately walked o u t  
of t he  forest into the open. Las t  year  a Siudh valley man 
b r o u g l ~ t  a s tag close t o  ou r  bivouac by imitating the  call. It 
was pitcli darlr, but i t  was re ry  nmusillg to  hear t he  stag coming 
nearer  and nearer ;  at last 11e got our  wil~d, a ~ i C  with a couple 
of short sriorts was off. I was lenvir~g the  vicinity the  next  day, 
o r  certainly s l~ould  not llave played tlrese ~)r:~rrl{s. 

I t  is uot 11:1lf sucli good fun sllootir~g stags in the dense fir 
forests a s  i t  is iu tlie more open g rou l~d  ; but  if tlle spol.tsman 
Guds all tlie more open couutry occl~pied bv other guns  be 
s l~ou ld  by no  means tl~inlr tllnt lie carlnot mhlre n good bag. 
'l'he best collectiou of horns that  I have seen were shot in t h e  
forests ; of course i t  is a bore not to  I ~ I I O W  what  uized aut lers  
one is after*, nud ]lot to view the  etag until  t he  rifle is being 
raised for t he  shot, bu t  i t  is by no means ce r tn~n  t h a t  fir forests, 
witli of course  rot too much undergronlth, a r e  no t  t he  best 
gl-ouud. 

I now come t o  the  winter shooting. I am a little uncertain 
what to say about  it. Firs t  catch your winter, tliell be able t o  
ge t  about. T l ~ e r e  is, I f :~nqv,  little doubt tha t  by building one 
o r  two rough slrelters bei'ore tlle snow falls that t he  latter 
dificul ty \ ~ o u l d  be got  over. The l~as l imi r  authorities would 
n o t  allow ally one to build n hut,  b u t  *ullficieilt slielter could 
be ~ . u n  u p  n.itlr m a t ~ i ~ ~ g ,  allcl u~l i le r  tllnt tlre tents colllcl bo 
pitched. TLis is i~~co~n l )n t ib lo  wi th  cl~oosing your  wiuter ; i f  i t  



could be  done, t h e  plnn would be no t  t o  decide to en ter  t l ~ e  
valley until illformation of n really Iiei~vy fib11 in December or 
early in J a n u a r y  had been obt:ii~ied. Tlie late falls of snow 
do  not  drive the  deer  down. Tlie Ilazel bnds a re  swelling and  
they  can graze on them ; t h e  sap is rising in various bus be^ 
nud trees, nnd tlie deer can e a t  tlie smallet* twigs, b u t  an eiirly 
fall forces the  animals into tho valleys. M y  own experience of 
a winter's shooting is n~ follows :- 

December.-Got witliin allot of a n  eight-tined stag. Saw 
qun~i t i t i es  of females and young ones, b u t  not  a single big 
B tng. 

January.-No snow, PO did no t  go out. 
February -Very li t t le snom ; and then only light fall8 which I melted. Saw one o r  two s ~ n n l l  ~ t n g r ,  bu t  nothing large until  

tlie ellcl of t l ~ e  month. During the  I i ~ t  few diiys of Februtiry 
' ntid eiirly in March t1le1.e were lieary fiills of allow; and before 
a tlie ~ t i ~ g ~  left  for  their  sulnlner quarters, I got within allot of 
i t lie following :-011 one occi~sion two stags. S l~o r t ly  af ter  came 

o n  fire, t l i e~ i  i~gaill ou three, anti Iiistly on n sillfile one. I ~ i d e -  
penderltly of t l~ese ,  I enw 0110 o r  t w o  not  bad heads, b u t  i n  
p )sitions w1ie1.e i t  was liopeless to  pursue tliein. 

' I f  n mall could stilnd tlie fleas a11d otlier crawling insects 
fo'on~:d in the  villi~gers' houses, lie could easily ge t  about  durillg 
r L  severe winter, bu t  the  Inere thought  of i t  is e n o u g l ~  to nlalte 
most people uncoinforti~ble ; not  all tlie heads in  Kaslimir would 

; i~idrice Ine t o  t ry  it. 
\Vallting in t he  deep snom is weary wor-lr, nncl the nights a r e  

very long. I1 is dark about 4 P M., and i t  is almost impossible 
t o  rouse the  servants before 8 A M. A ~ t o v e  is a necessity, b u t  
n small t en t  so011 becl~ines u~lbearat) ly  I io t ;  tlie door 11;is 
t o  be opeued, and  if the  night is wiudy, i t  is  decidedly 
u~iplensant .  

I ci~uliot resist givirlg my experience after some individud 
slags, aud will, tl~eref'ore, co1,y a description of a stalk or  two 
wlilcli formerly was priutecl ill tlie Asinn :- 

I was loolring for a woodcoclr, but  had with me a coolie cal.ry- 
ing n rifle anci i i  few cartridges. 1 1 ~ : ~ s  not ill the least expectill:l: 
t o  come on any  deer, bu t  I Iiad been bothered by uly l(:~jpoot 
f'ollowers to  shoot them a pig Tlie weatlier wiis very cloudy, 
b u t  i t  also was wi~idy,  so tliiit not  u ~ i f ~ - e ~ ~ u e u t l p  there were s l lo~*t  
~lpel ls  of cleiirness, n ~ i d  tlie Iiill sides could b e  a t  iiitervnlv 
seen. Dur ing  olie of tlieve spaces of time I viewed tllree 
stags far u p  :~mongst  the snow. Se~lcliog liome :L coolie wit,li 
tlie sliot gun,  a ~ i d  talri~lg b u t  one m:ili and a, spaniel wliicll 
would riot go back, I s t i ~ ~ - t e d  for t he  cliuib. I wi~s  Coolisli euough 
to  le t  llie man over-persuade me, a ~ i d  i t  servecl 1110 l-igllt. Tile 
wind  cl~:inged, :is it; always does t o w : ~ r ~ I s  eveiring, n~itl  althnllgll 
I I ~ t d  arlived ue,ir tlie at:~g.q, l llnd to i e t r i~ce  lliy sLe!)S llud 
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begin nfreali. Tlrrough t l ~ e  snow I: r~ud  tire gun-bearer 
waded, sometimes up  t o  our  knees, and  now and again u p  t o  
our  belts. At  last tlre climax came;  i t  begnrl to ~ t i o m  ; still me 
botli ~tr-uggletl  011 iu a etubborl~ way. 1 ' h i ~  was the  secorid 
mistake; l t  would have been filr better to  h:i\re ,qone back 
and  tried our  luck tlie next u~oruiug.  To cut  sljort tlre s tory 
I was quite exhausted wlreu 1 arrived witli i~l wlri~t I imagilied 
was itbout tliree hundred ja rds  of tlie game. Tlre three  lrad 
been joined by two others. 0110 stag wae a spleudid twelve 
poiuter. I t  was impossible to  ge t  any nearer, for the  interven- 
ing nullall was covered with qui te  six feet of  oft anow ; 811d 
besides the  stags would have seen ue. I tried to  fire from 
tlre s h ~ u l d e r ,  b u t  was too much out  of breath, eo d r ~ v e  tlie 
nlpenstc~ck illto tlre snow, and  used i t  as a rest. Both tlio 
bullets fell short, bu t  tlrree stag8 atsill stood. Tlre light wne 
very bad, and  the  fine snow was drivirrg into my eyes. How- 
ever tlie third shot found a billet, and  tlre largest aL;iq p lu~rged  
forward on t o  its head. A fourth allot, tire slrikarl declared, 
hi t  :ruotlrer, bu t  I do not  thiulr i t  did. Ilolne we had to  go, 
for i t  was get t ing darlr, and  to  cover the t l ~ r e e  hundred yards 
in tliat soft snow and 011 the  steep incline would 11i~ve t:ikeli 
most of t h e  remaining daylight, and the  ground 011 tire nfay 
bnclr was rocliy and ~ t e e p .  1 fel t  nertrly c e r t a i ~  of finding 
the s t ag  t h e  uext  day, in  f:ict expected t o  get hitn withi11 a 
few yards of where he fell. UTlrat n journey we lrad h o ~ i ~ e -  
wards ; tlre dog's leather lending strilrg I tied 011 t o  my w:~ist 
nud pulled the poor little half-frozen beast along lrlitil I 
arrived on firm ground. W e  were ;ill soaliirrg w2t, ati(1 so011 
becii~ne very diugwted, for tlie f i ~ i e  f:~llirig sliom clr:irijied i r~ to  
broad fl:~lres; aud i t  was uulikely tliat t l ~ e  wouuded gnuue would 
be  found. 

All night it srlowed bard, and n e s t  morning i t  was 11e:lvier 
work thnu ever. On carefully reu~ovirrg t11e  now, we f't)u~ld 
lilrge pa tc l~es  discolored with t l ~ e  blood, a r ~ d  tliere mils just 
sufficient of t l ~ e  track left to  fiud out  tha t  the  wouuded s tag 
liad separated from the others, and  had Iiliu down urider soule 
overhanging roclis. H e r e  again n7as pleuty of blood ; beyond 
tliis we could not advance. A villager tried aud ~ n u l i  up  t o  
his slioulders iu a fresh snow dr i f t ;  tbeu we all tried, b u t  i t  
was useless. I fiiucy t h e  stng was n dead one, a ~ i d  possibly 
n visitor to Knslrmir will pay tlie lucliy finder Ets. 20 or uo re ,  
for big antlers fetch lligli prices. Illore slinlne to  tlre buyers, for 
if tlie horns were uot  salei~ble tlie shilraris mould u o t  be 80 

lteen on the winter shooti~ig. 
Tlre uext day nrns toler;~bly fitle; tlre idea struck me tlint t he  

stags might Iiave talreu to a sleltet-ed spot not more tlrn~l a 
mile from ivliere 1 had lost t l ~ e  big one. 'l'l~is turned ou t  to  
be tlie case, for after i~ good long climb th roug l~  snow, in 



mltich we often s n ~ ~ k  up to our  waists, whenever we came on n 
~of t i s l l  place W 0  f o u ~ d  s0111e stags. T h e  only question was 
wlletller the cloud0 would not  cover t he  mountains before we 
could g e t  u p  to  the galno. I t  was no use pottering about sud 
waiting, bu t  the  thing to do was t o  ge t  i t  over s s  sharp as  
possible, for  the  cloods in  d e ~ l ~ e  opnqne masses were rolling ( up the  hill sides. I left t h e  Kashmiri behind, and  Lurryi t~g 
along hnd got  within shooting distance, when close to me out  
dashed another  stag. Ho was so close tha t  I could uot  imagine 

' a  miss, bu t  11e did ]lot falter. Allnost immediately after 
firing the  shot t he  clouds were on me. I just  made out  the 
dim outline of s second auimal running along t h e  ridge, b u t  
i t  was too dnrlr to fire. 

T h e r e  was nothing for it b u t  to s tand  still and long for i t  
t o  clear. T l ~ e  guu-bearer now came up, and of course got 
excited and idiotic, and on i ts  clearing sufficieutly t o  enable us  
t o  see tha t  one stag was looking very feeble, and beyond was 
looming t h e  head and horns of the second, t he  mau began to 

I gesticulate and  talk. The  clouds would not  lift tlloroughlg, t he  
head and  horns of the  s tag loolred perfectly gigautic t l irougl~ t11e 
mist, and i t  was only for fear of i t s  getting darker tlint I fired 
at what  l i t t le I could make out .  811 this t ime the wounded s t : ~ g  
was s tauding in deep snow, with his nose almost toucliing the  

and  did not even move, wlieu on ruuning forward t o  
! fillcl o u t  t he  resul t  of tlie second shot I came close to  Iiim. 

Passing him I p u t  a round bul let  behind ljis slioulder, and  
tlieu looked for blood-traclrs from tlie second. Tliere was plenty 
about,  bu t  ns t o  where 110 W:LS hi t  I could only colljecture, ~ n o s t  
likely on the  j : ~ w  bone, for t l ~ e  blood was thrown :lbout on either 
side of the  traclr. I t  was very tantalizing, b u t  i t  was useless to 
follow a t  tha t  t ime ; if camp Ens reached by nightf'itll i t  was 
all  tha t  collld be hoped for. 

By  d i \ ~ l i g h t  we were on the  ground, bu t  i t  impossible 
to war with the elements ; sleet and  cutting 11:til were too I ~ I U C ~ I  

for  all of US, and  after trnclriug the n rou~~ded  beast for n long 
distance we gnye ill. Sonle days :~fternrn~.ds the stag was see11 
n1lt1 chnscd by t l ~ e  vill:\gers, but  he tlieu escaped, ancl was llot 
foaud until  t h e  snow melted. 

I ollce got :l stag i l l  :l very lucky inmlner ; he was c:tllirlg ill 
sollle dense ulidergrowtll, n ~ i d  1 coultl 11ot see 11i111, : t l t l ~ o l l ~ l ~  I 
was ivitllin one 11u11~lre(l and fifty yards. Pat iclllly I silt 011 

t l ~ e  b n ~ l k  on tile otller side of the s t r en~n .  The  b u s l ~ ~ s  ~noved,  
and ouce or  twice I c i t ~ t g l ~ t  n glitnl)se of I~is : l ~ ~ t l e ~ , s  I l e  c:tlled 
uroak p e ~ - s i r t r ~ i t l ~ ,  slid walLed nbuut bnclcwnrds 2nd forw:u.da. 
A t  last l iii:~de o1-1t a s~n:ll l  pi~tcll  of l~ iv  I~itlo, nnci t : lhi~lg :h 
tielibel.nto 1,ot allot, fired. T l ~ e  auiin:tl bellaved in :L ~ l l ~ s t  
cstrao~.din:\~uy \jr:ry, d ;~s l l i l~g  nbuut II(:I.o n~l t l  thcre,  bu t  11ot 
m;lLing ofl' iu  illly oue d ~ r c c t i ~ u .  W l ~ e l l e \ . ~ s  1 got il g l i ~ l l p ~ ~  
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of  Iiim 1 firecl n snnp ~ I i o t .  After t l ~ e  f o ~ ~ r t l ~  ~ l i o t  lie m n ~  ~ltil l ,  atid 
1 t , I ~ o l ~ g l ~ t  lie liaa got clearl :iwnp, ti)r I Ire:~rd J J O  filllillg sou~ltl. 
Tlie bus l~es  were o r e r  111y IIC;I ,~,  and I could acnrcely ge t  
t l i r o u ~ l i  t l ~ c m .  Suddenly 1 came riglit on tlie ~ t n g  siLtirig 011 

11is 11ir:d quarters.  1 was so clone tlint 1 j u ~ t  lirisned being 
upnct by a Nweep of 11is 11o1.1la. I t  nTns all over wit.11 I~ im,  for 
lie was pa~.;llgzed. Tlie f i ~ x t  allot I1m1 liit 11im f';lir on t l ~ e  flnrik, 
arid a ~ i o t l ~ e r  bullet had gl-nzetl l ~ i s  c-)lest. I cnli 0 1 1 1 ~  iu~: lgi~le  
tliat 11e would llave 1n;lcle OR, h l ~ t  f'or t h i ~  ~ecoli(1 e l~o t ,  n'l1ic.11 
coini~ig in  front  I~acl bewilclerecl Il i~n. 'l'lle 1:ist bul let  11:id 
golie tlirougli his s p i ~ ~ e  very f:ir bnclc, arid lie 11:id ~ u b s i d e d  011 to  
his bind-quartera. I-Ie was one of the best teu-poi~ltel-s I Lnve 
ever seen. 

There are some very good localities for wi~~tcr-s l~not ir~,rr  no t  
~ : I I -  froin C l~n i igu~ ,  between Cliangos a ~ i d  No\vboog village ; :lluo 
in  ICotihnr, tlie villages of llliaril~oor a ~ i d  Du~.dl)oot-;l, :ind t l ~ e  
viciuity of II:lrlm.tunr and Goo,nnlJ:ir. Somew11e1.e ne:lr 
here  t l ~ e  ~1nliarnj:~li  has n preserve, bu t  nltliougli I walked 
tlirough it, I have forgotten tlle iinme of tlie plitce. Any 
way tliere was nothing in i t  except a few liinc1.9 ; but  ill winter 
i t  must  be full of s tags;  i t  i 3  just  tlie g ~ * o u n d  to  hold 
B a r a s i ~ l i  Loor hoids stags.  K e y  l, which is six miles from 
Eshmarknm, id n, good place for Iiead-quarters. I can fancy 
any of the  outside hills in the Liddar ~ i ~ l l e y  giving very fair 
sport  during n severe suonlf:lll, bu t  of all places I should 
recommend tlie Sindli. It is close t o  S r i ~ ~ a g ~ n r  which is no 
slunll advniitage when travelling is difficult ; i t  is n good place 
for ~upl>l ies  and  no t  by any menus bad going. T r y  the 
Cliittingool ridge on t l ~ e  Wangu t  side d u r i ~ ~ g  a Revere 
winter. The  \Vangut 1iii11a11, as  liigli u p  as  tlie IVanjiut 
vill;~ge, particularly t;he Kulnnr r i e  ancl the Kutcli- 
numbul  hill side, :ire good if the s ~ ~ o r n  is 11ot very deep. Koud,  
six miles from Islamabad, and  beyond t h a t  I)n~id\ra~*, might also 
be tried. The  la t ter  plnce is good iu October. l u  t h e  
~ p r i n g ,  mlien the  snow is melting, is, t o  my idea, far  the  best 
time, and  I would sooner liave from February 20th t o  March 
20th after the stags than all tlie rest  of the  year. They a r e  
tlieu down ou t11e young green grass, and a r e  busily devouring 
t he  crocuses. Unde r  the I\inrpan pasa in t he  Nomboog valley, 
up tlie Sindh by Marmnr and Gugaugair. I n  t h e  immediate 
vicinity of Pi~lgaum, and ou any of the return traclrs from tlleir 
winter quarters,  several heads should be obtained. Naturally 
t h e  ground leading to where tlie sports~nal i  mislies afterwards 
t o  shoot Ibex  or XIarkhor will be the couutry he mi l l  choose. 

La te r  tlinn hlrirch 20th the stags ulny or may not  carry I~orns. 
011 April Gtli and 7 th  I saw q u n ~ ~ t i t i e s  of deer near Dubtal  
uuder  the Margan, bu t  uoue but  the  ~jricliets carried horns. 



T h e  measurements of t he  finest heads I Iiave seen nre- 
Letrgth o f  horn#. Qirth aboz'e brow autler. Diver.qescy at Tipo. Tines. W h e r e  shot. 

Greulecrt. Lenst  
47 inches i f  inchre 66 2 9  inchee. 13 Bindh Valley. 
46 ,, 8 * B  60 32 ,, l 2  UO. 

1 7  l l l e  biggest s tag I have seen stood 449 inches a t  the  

shoulder. I never meiglred, b u t  olie ; I imagine t l ~ a t  t l ~ e v  a1.e 
ligllter t11an n Snnlbl~ur.  The  orie I did weigh was just  4~0blbs , 
arid was, I s l~ou ld  say, n f :~ i r  specimen. Average Inensure- 
rnents :Ire difficult t o  give ; some horns a r e  lollg owing to t h e  
length of tlie termili:il sllags, and  y e t  a r e  no t  good h ; ~ l l d s o t ~ e  
heads. Th ic l rne~s  of beam, anti well developed points a re  the  
chief beauty. No one shonlcl despise any  well-shaped ten- 
ant lered s t ag  whose horns measure 40  inches. 

W h a t  coristitutes a t ine  is n diapntecl point. Deer-stnllrers 
nt l~o lne  c o u l ~ t  the smallest knot,  b u t  false points off a t ine,  and  
not off n benln, sllould surely no t  be called tines. I f  they a r e  I 
have ~ e e n  many twelve, thir teen,  alld fourteen-poiuters. Any 
way this s t : ~ g  generally lins tell good tines. 

Diswal accounts of t h e  destruction of this  fine deer  have 
lately reac l~ed  me from K:ishmi~-. A friend w l ~ o  stayecl i n  t be  
valley during the  winter of 1881-82 writes : " I have no  grea t  
hopes of doiug mucl1 amongst tlie stags during tlie coming 
calling season. W e  had very heavy snow in March, and  t h e  
game m;~s  greatly destroyed. I n  Cllittingool and  again iu 
Nowbong many deer  were slaughtered in tlie heavy snow, and 
if this so r t  of thing contiuues there  will soon be li t t le game 
left." 

I t  is  n great  pity t ha t  the  game should thus  b e  ruthlessly 
killed, bu t  I do not see what  can be done without very s t r i n g e ~ ~ t  
game laws ; and s tr ingent  lams of this  description would be au 
awful weapon in the  hands of n Kashmir  petty official. 

T h a t  these deer  will be some day nlrnost ulilrnown in 
ICashmir there is l i t t le d o u b t ;  bu t  i t  will t a b 0  many years  
before i t  happens. 

Tlie country they wander over is very extensive, and  very 
thinly populated in many pnrts ; i n  these two facts liecl the 
safely of t he  game. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The Roor or Kuatoorah of Kushmir. 

Tne Musk Deer is more hunted than any other nuimnl tha t  
illhobits t he  Himslnya. 

The  males, unfortunately for them, nre t l ~ e  owners of musk- 
pods whicll a r e  worth from Rs. 3 to  Re. 5 eve11 ill the jungle8 ; 
a n d  thie is a sum tlrat is large iu the  eyes of the vill:tgers. 
It is, therefore,not a matter of surprise tha t  they a re  trapped iu 
nooses, o r  a r e  driven against nets  wllicll fall nlid envelop tlie 
bounding animala, as  t l ~ e y  rush madly against them iu their , 

efforts t o  escape from the  men arid dogs behind. Coupled with 
these instruments for destruction, comes the  native slik:rri 
with his smoothbore, loaded with scraps of iron o r  with shot, 
which has been given t o  him by  European visitors. Af te r  
this, there  a r e  i t s  fair and natural enemies-the rifle, the  
leopard, t he  wild dog, t he  pi110 marten, and the  big birds of 
prey. N o  wonder t ha t  the  Muslc Dee r  is now unheard of in .  
places where 15 years ago it was daily t o  be seen. 

This deer  is a retiriug, forest-dwelling at~imal ,  which stands 
about  22 inches in  height, nud weighs from 251bs to  301bn. 
Possibly i t  may have struck others besides myself t ha t  the 
Muslc Deer  grows t o  a larger size i n  ou r  Indian Hi rna lny ;~~  
tllau i t  does in Kashmir, and in the  hills bordering on Ladak. 
T h e  heaviest tha t  I have weiglled in these la t ter   place^ was 
l ighter thnn any I ha re  met  with in  t he  valleys of t he  Tonse, 
J u m n a  aud Ganges rivers. 

F o r  locality, anywhere in  t he  large forest througllout hills 
of an  elevation exceediug 7,000 feet, there  is a chance of tlle 
Muslr Deer being obtained. It is uot a n  allimal mucl1 followed 
by Europeans, b u t  i f  one or  two specimens are  required, driving 
i s  the  surest  wethod of obtaining them. Tile Wnrdwari men 
a r e  the  most experienced a t  this description of sport.  Tilail is 
t h e  best shooting ground ; and any one holdiug the  Gugni ravinea 
is sure  t o  get as  many Musk Deer as he requires. 

I n  t he  forest i t  is difficult to  tell the sexes npart ; the only '  
c l~nnce  i s  t ha t  of seeing the  canine teeth of the male. The  I 
shiknris declare tha t  the  male, when suddenly s t~ r t l e t l ,  makea 
a hissing sound, and that the  female is silent. I do uot  be!ieve 
this t o  be the  case ; both sexes, I imagine, someti~nes make this 
noise. 

T l ~ o  young are  e a ~ i l y  reared in a cold climate ; a sheep makes 
t h e  best foster-mother. 1 t  is a mistake wlieu rearing any wild 
auimal under a goat or sheep t o  o ~ e r f e e d  the millr-giver. 

I 



Gram must  never be given, and nll grpin is bet ter  avoided if 
grass is procurable. 

I have mentioned tthe pine marten (Nnrtes  $ ~ u i g u l n )  ns 
all enemy of t he  Muslt Deer. O n  t l ~ s  RIussoori ;\lid Simla 
road, th ree  of tllese vermin ran down and lrilleci a half-growll 
animal within a hundred yards of w l ~ e r e  I was ei~cnlnped. 
Agniu las t  year  I was matcbitlg a blai-ltllor whicll was stand- 
ing l ike a s ta tue  011 n large bloclc of grey grauite, when I epied 
three o r  four  martens evidently bui~tirrg. Loolring cnrefullv, 
I saw a M u s k  Deer  which was working i ts  may u p  t l ~ e  l l i l l . ' ~  
did n o t  see t h e  resul t  of the  chase a s  the Mrrrkhor toolr u p  my 
s t t e n  tion. 

Some years ngo, a well-known forest o£6cer and ~por t smnn  
made a special request t ha t  no one would kill Rluslr Deer ill the 
vicinity of a forest hn t ,  wliicl~ was situated on a ~ e c l u d e d  range 
of hills. F o r  several consecutive years, I was in  t l ~ e  habit of 
shooting p l ~ e a s n ~ l t s  near  this  hut,  and  was surprised at  t he  
rapidity of t he  increase of deer. Hodgson tells us t l ~ a t  " they 
grow very rapidly, and  can procreate e r e  they a re  a year old." 

! Ttie flesh is no t  bad venison, bu t  requires to  be kept  for 
I some time. The  whole of t he  Indian jungle meat requires careful 

L cooking. T h e  Kashmir s tag i s  the  best, and  if a saddle is 
' 

kept  for t en  o r  twelve days during September or  October, 
a n d  the  f r ~ t  no t  all stolen, i t  i s  far  from unpalata1)le. Tile 
tongues, slightly salted and smolted, a r e  very good. The  soup 
made from the  shin bones is excelleiit. Tlie marrow-bones a re  / good, and  a dish can be made by bashing the  liidneys. Spotted 
Deer  shot i n  December and January  supply the  same delicacies. 
Sambhur a r e  uneatable, except t he  tongue and  inarrow bones. 
Barking Deer  a r e  fairly good venison. Hog Deer a r e  * X "- 
well t he  g ~ - u b s  of t h e  bot fly which infest i t s  skin bave 
yre-judiced m e  ngainst them and  also against  hare^. The 
Indian  hare i s  much improved by being basted with milk. 
T h e  Serow and Gorill a r e  I consider simply detestable. 

Cliikara nnd Antelope a re  generr~lly shot near a station, and  
grain-fed mut ton  and  beef a r e  so far preferable tha t  their  
veuison is no t  often cooked for food. Still I have tasted 
;r very good haunch of black buclr. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
THE BARKING O I ~  RIB-PACED DEER (Ueruulu8 uureus.) 

I n  the Pir Panjal, Kukrell ; Locally, in Iloonjenag, Ndoo ; 
The Ehakur of the North-west; bluntjar of Central P ro -  
vinces, gelteraily Jun.gli Bukra. 
VEEY few of the Kashmiri sbikarie know of tbe  existence 

of this deer, for i t  is not  found in the valley. I t  exiute in 
:~lmost all the  jungles and hill forests, ranging from the  extrenie 
sotit11 to an elevation of about 7,000 feet in the Himalayas. I t  
extends to  the southeru boundaries of Kaahuir, Pir Panjal, 
alld RIurree hille. 

Tlle Khakur is so well known that  i t  seems useless to  write 
n long account of its habits, but i t  so happens that  its pursuit 
has been a fsvorite pastime, aud has been the  cause of a few 
iucidents which may amuse our readers. 

A gentleman, who lately wrote to the Asian, poiuted out an 
error in the  lneasurerue~lte given by Dr. Jerdon of tlie Kliakur'e 
Ilurus. I have ouly seen one pair of horns 8 iuclies iu leugtli ; 
they came from a temple in Native Gllurwal. O u t  of s ~ x t y  
specimens I have beeu lucky enough to get two pairs which 
exceeded 7 inches. 

The  largest I have sliot were- 
at. at shoulde~.. l e i g h t .  L. of hornr. Wheve shot. 
26 inches ... 421Ls. ... 54inches ... Native Ghurwal. 
26 ,, ... 37 ,, ... 5f ,, . . . Pabar valley. (Himalayas.) 
27 !, ... 44 ,, ... 6 ,, . . . Central Provinces. 
27 ,, ... 40 ,, ... 7i ,, .. . Kotli Dun. 
26 ,, ... 37 ,, .. . 72 ,, .. . Near llussoori. 
A female stood 23 iliches and weighed 321be. 
O u t  of 32 males shot iu the  Siwalik Ilills, not oue had horns 

wlilcli exceeded 5 i  inches. Of course tlie liairy pedicle froln 
wliicli tlie liorll springs is not included iri these lengtlis. 

Tlie habit of bnrlriug is often fatal  to the Khakur, and but 
for its worlderful aptitude for concealing itself uuder buslles 
would lead to its total extermination. Many arld many a time 
liave I goue out  from my hut  or tents wlleu attracted by tIlia 
sound, and j e t  not got a sliot. A cessation in tlie noise, then one 
sliort bark, a rustle in tbe bushes, and possibly a glimpae of 
red Iinir, and tlie ui~ilble little beast was gone. 

Not 1o11g aFo, duty was kiud enough t o  take me into the 
liaullts of this game. On a very sultry eveniug it1 June,  when 
walking even a, few yards was au  exertion, the barking of the 
deer was heard. First came the short sound of tbe doe Cheetul, 
tlieu the contiuuous blirhi~ig of the Khakur. A man-eater had 
been reported in the vicinity ; could he be about? Walking 
c;tutiously along we looked over the brow of s s~nal l  hill. Hark, 
bn1.1~ w e n l  the deer, but uothillg could be seen. Although inclined 
to shirk work owing to the i ~ ~ t e u e e  heat, i t  seemed a pity to 
throw iiwily ally chance of finding out the  tiger's whereaboute. 



The  pnrclled ground gnve no  trnclrs, nnd a t  last I s n u ~ l t e r ~ d  
Iiome\vards. W ~ I ~ I I  lienr t he  hut,  a servaut rushed u p  a l ld  
excitedly exclni~ned : " T h e  blnclisrnitli has been taken close t o  
t h e  horses' shed." I t  was too t rue  ; n spot of blood, n shoe and R 

bit  of cloth was all tha t  could be seen. A little further on 
was another shoe, and  n mnrlc of dragging, which extended for a 
few yards ; then  came a space of hard ground which bore no  
marks wliatever. 

Af te r  looking in every direction i t  struck me  tha t  t h e  tiger 
m u ~ t  have gone pnst tlle Barking D e e r  ; and if i t  was after lie 
took the man, tliere might be n clue. 0 1 1  n bush there 1 ~ ; ~ s  
n scrap of the  victirn's clotlies, and  then blood was found. 
About  a quarter  of a mile from the  spot there was a smnll patch 
of reeds a n d  swamp, and the  cllances were, tha t  a s  the brute  
had talren tha t  direction, 110 would go to it,,  and lie up. Tile 
gun-bearer was sen t  for some fireworlts, and to  bring u p  the  orily 
elephant  t ha t  was in camp. Long before he came back I had 
f o u i d  the  marlcs lending into the  swamp, and after walking all 
round, had made certain of t h e  t iger  being inside. Horn t o  
g e t  hirn out  was t h e  difficulty. T o  go in  on the  elephant would 
have been of no  u s e ;  t o  beat  him out  wit11 coolies would have 
been unfair on the  men ; b u t  somehow he must  be killed ! At 
l as t  i t  was settled tha t  the  beaters were to  line one side of tlie 
swamp and shout  ; t he  elepliant with the  old gun-bearer was 
t o  bea t  u p  t h e  reeds, and I was to  talre u p  a position on some 
open ground which lay between tile swamp and the  hilis. It 
all  came off beautifully ; the  t iger came out  with a rush, and  
made  for t he  hills, but tlie ITenry Express was too much for 
him, and  he  did not  travel far. I I e  died like the cur  he wnR, 
for  on following him upon t h e  elephant, he allowed himself t o  
be npproached t o  within twenty yards, and then  tried t o  firleak 
away. Another  tiger was brought to  bag by means of a Bnrlr- 
inc Deer. T h e  little animal barked iocess:~~ltly and  induced my 
slrlkari, Old Gunga,  t o  wander about  looking for  trnclrs, uut i l  
success rewarded our  efforts. 

On  the  other hand the  Barking Deer  has done me  bad turns. 
A terrier, which was valuable beyond price, was billed by the  
trlshes of a wounded buck tha t  11e n a s  lreeping a t  bay, and n 
Glloorkn sliikari had his h i ~ u d  very badly lacerated when catch- 
ing  rs disabled animal. 

T h e  wild dog and the  leopard prey on the  Ichakur, aud  the 
marten destroys t h e  young ones. 

I n  tlle Si\valilr hills uear Ralaw;lll:il~ and at Andheri there  a r e  
plent,y of these s1na11 deer  t o  be fouod. 111 Ghurwal  and  iu 
par t s  of Kumaon tlley a re  common enough. 

T h e  young a r e  difficult to  rear,  b u t  if reared become very 
t ~ n l e .  They are not easy to  feed, and require rt great vnriety 
of food. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
THE THIBETAN ANTELOPE (Eentas Hodgronii). 

lVeal*?y all  the  Shikaris  know it as  Heran. The Ladak name ia Chiru 
and Choos. 

I DO not think the  average length of a full grown buclr'e 
horns can be more than 22 inches. Since writing t o  the  
dsian I have again had good opportuuities of judging. In  
my letter I wrote as follows :-U During n eenson when ante- 
lope were very plentiful in the Changchenmo and the neigh- 
bourhood, three sportsmen killed forty-two buclrs betweeu 
them. Natur;~l ly they selected the  finest heads t o   hoot at', 
and no single speci~neu was over 26 incllee, and only eight 
mere 21 incl~es or  over." S i ~ ~ c e  then, in 1881, four gulls shot 
forty-nil19 bucks;  and the longest horn was 26h inches. I 
saw all these bends,-in fact many were my own. 

Tile largest I have ~ucceeded in bagging were- 
H e i g h t .  W e i g h t .  Length of horns. W h e r e  shot. 

37 inchea. 85lbs. 24 inches. Under lbemjorla. 
36 ,, 85 9 ,  26: ,, Kyam Clrangchenmo. 
37 ,, 90 ,, 24 ,, Kieu-la. 

I n  one or  two books on Ladalr shooting the  avera.qe is put  
a t  27 t o  28 iuclles. I daresay they sometimes attain thie 
length. 

The Chiru is only found a t  high altitudes; the lowest I 
have seen i t  was a t  14,800, and the highest between 18,000 
and 19,000 feet. From tlie stony plnius between Pa~llzal and 
K j a m  u p  t o  the I<epsa~~gla  (ieading illto, or rather in Ll~asqa 
territory) up  the  ravines on tlre I-igllt and left ba l~k of the 
Chnugcben~ao, near Gogra, a t  tlie bend of the Kobm11,q l~~i l ln l l  
n11d as far east as the hlipnl-lootua, I can nuswer for these 
antelope being a t  certniu seasoli of tlie year ylentif'ul. They 
nre also to  be met with on t l ~ e  Karakoruln ranges, but how 
far beyond I d3 not know. I u  J u n e  they are very plerltiful 
nenr Gogra;  in Ju ly  higher up tile ravine is better grouud. 

During the spr i l~g slid summer months the sexes keep much 
npnrt. Some nullal~s seem only to hold femnle~, notrrbly those 
between Kepsnng ( the one near Rndhn,  tot the pass) and the  
Chnngcheamo. All I earn under the Chan,aluu,a in  June  1881 
were either females or very slnnll bucks. Tbe Kieuug-1:r a ~ l d  
Ning rhi are the best places I know of. (Map, Chap. 1X). 

'l'l~e color is s yellowish white, some specimens being of a 
reddish Ilue. The muzzle 1s dark in color, broad and exceseire- 
ly ugly. Tlle females are hornless and are lnucll smaller than 
the mnles. l'he coat is more like wool than hair, and at  the  
time that Eul.ol)enus generally reach Thibet, thesk in is useless, 



for t he  wool comes off a t  t he  sliglitest touc l~ .  T h e  skin itself 
is excessively tliin, and tears easily. 

'J'iie Cl~irr i  does not  seem t o  have a very happy time of it, 
for i ts  skirl is perfor;ited by the   grub^ of a fly, nrld a r e  faun(] 
i n  t h e  spring months ill dozens, mostly on the  hind quarters. 
Evidently they a r e  n source of great  annojance  t o  tlle animal, 
for  the  antelopes inay ofteu be seen suddenly to  rise, n ~ i d  
nfter twitching their hind quarters, t o  scour over the plains. 
'l'he Tar ta rs  declare t h a t  a s  soon a s  t h e  animal becomes fat 
these grubs entirely disappear*. The  grub  does not  penetrate 
i n t o  the  flesh, and  the meat is no t  a t  all bad eating. It makes 
first-rate soup. 

The  breeding season is la ter  than tlint of most of t he  Thibet 
mii~nnls. l saw no  young ones before t he  end of June.  
Aliliough plentiful, t he  Thibetan dute lope  is very difficult t o  
nppronch on fairly open ground, and  most shots will have t o  
be  fired a t  250 pards. If the  ground i s  favornble for stallring 
n o  difficulty will be me t  with, bu t  on t h e  ordinary plains i t  
is  t ry ing  worlr, crawling along inch by inch. Eitrly i n  t he  
eeasou, the  antelope can sometimes be craw!ed up  t o  on very 
open ground, b u t  they will not  s tand  if t l ~ e  sportsman gets on  
to his hands and Icnees. T h e  shooter's coat should have double 
clot11 from tlie elbow to the  wrist, and tlie knees of the knicker- 
bockers should be patched, o r  they will mrenr out ,  in n very few 
stalks. Anotller waruing I mould give. Wlien pushing the  
rifle i n  front  be careful t ha t  no sttlrtll pebbles ge t  into tlre 
barrel, or  n nasty scour down t h e  barrel will be the  result  
when you fire. 

This  is a sport  which palls on one, a n d  after n few days the 
~ p o r t s ~ n a n  i s  a p t  t o  ge t  careless, and  no t  be sufficiently 
p i~ t i en t .  T h e  Tartars declare t ha t  this antelope car1 be ap-  
I~.o;\ched dowu wind as  easily a s  against i t .  Relieve i t  render 
i f  you lilre, but  do not  t ry  i t  often, o r  you will find youl.self 
tul*ain? your  bnclr or1 Cllangchenlno ~ i t h  one or  t,wo pairs of 
horris instead of having  cored ten  or  n dozen tropliies. H o w  
nlnriy heads you t ake  baclr depends entirely on the  amount  
of trouble you will give yourself, and  on your pcwers of 
jnclging distance. B u t  an  average shot, i f p a t i e ~ z t ,  sllonl(l cer- 
tni~l ly  k ~ l l  as  Inany specimens a s  lle reqnires iu less than  a 
month, llrovided tha t  the ground has n o t  been too much shot 
over during the season. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

THE THI~ETAN RAVINE DEER (Procapra pectiraurluta.) 

The Gou of Thibet ; The Outlurosu Antelope. 

I CAN tell  nothing about this l i t t le Antelope beyond wllnt 
Kinloch has already mentioned. The  oi l l j  cour~t rp  I knom of 
where i t  is to be me t  with is near the Tso R1or;lr.i lake a ~ l d  
about  Hilnle. I have never had the luck t o  ge t  any good I~orrls;  
and  during a late visit t o  these parts  was debarred f ~ . o ~ t l  slloot- 
ing in the  vicinity owirig to tile ~iurnber  of guns alrei~dg on the  
ground. The  Vizier of Ladnk told me t h ; ~ t  t l ~ e y  were still very 
plentiful, and  if I ever wander u p  there a g n i ~ ~ ,  I I ~ o p e  to  better 
t he  trophies I now pousess, wbich a re  only 11 inclies ir i  length. 

I n  1882 n sportsman, who went from Lalloul to  t he  lake, 
and from there to  Hanle,  succeeded in bagging ten Goa iu  five 
d a r ~ ;  and amongst them were two wit11 l ~ o r ~ l s  of 13 irlclle~. 

The re  is another antelope wliich many of my re:iders pro- 
bably never heard of. I give tlie words of  a well-k~lown travel- 
l e r :  "I came on A. gutturosa all over Western  hfongolia f r o u  
t h e  norttiern bend of t he  Yellow river to the  Altai ~ r iou~ l t a i~ l s  ; 
they were generally i n  large herds, solnetimes I sllould tllitlk 
four  o r  five hundred o r  more together. I toolr home one pair 
of liorns (which I   hot just  soutli of t l ~ e  desert) and  gave tl ie~ll  
t o  Blgtll. The  Chinese call them ' Hmnng Tan! or Yellow 
Goat.' They also exist all over Eastern hlo~~golla .  hiajor 
Biddulph shot one 40 or  50 miles west of blnralbaslii on the  
road between there and  Kasgliar. It is called Djeran there, a n d  
Major Biddulph calls i t  a Gazelle. Tbe  b u i k  measures 27: 
inches a t  the  shoulder, and  the  horns a r e  thus  described : ' It 
resemble8 the  Common Illdial1 Oscelle, except tha t  the horns 
a re  rather  longer, and  curve outwards, t he  tipe being turned 
sharply inwards towards one another.' " 

T h e  only way t o  ge t  horns tha t  I knom of, is  to  induce some 
trader  t o  bring them dowu. Blytlk classifies the alli~nal as " A. 
y utturcsa, sub-genus Procapra." 



CHAPTER XVII. 
T H E  YAK (Poephagus grunieus.) 

Z'he Dhong. 
THE Dhong of Thibet is t o  be met with in only few places 

which are open for the Europenn sportsman to  wander over. 
I t  is easy enough t o  find a considerable nurnher of cows a ~ l d  
calves, but nearly all the  big males leave the Thibet shooting 
grounds before Europeans cau reach those parts. 

I may have helped some few people to  obtain other hill game, 
b u t  I do not hoax myself with tlie idea tha t  I can do much 
towards aiding in tlie obtaining of bull Yak. 1Cinloch has al- 
ready told us of his difficulties and ultimate success. I cannot 
add much ; by all means try the  Kobrang, or as  the maps have 
i t ,  the  Kugraag. If this fails, go up the Kiepsaug. This place 
is  about eight miles fllorn Kpam. The h ~ ~ n t e r  should try the  
heads of all the  brallcll ravines. H e  is certaiu t o  see c o ~ ~ ~ l s  if 
he is the first on the  ground. 

I t  is quite three 01- four to one against any individual sports- 
man getting n big bull on any single trip. 

?Sow for hearsay. A geutlemnli, who has twice been to  the  
locality, when on his may to  Yarkaud, said to me: " Wtiy do 
you waste your time in the neigllbourhood of the  Changchenmo; 
go to Eizil Jilgha." I fully intended to take his advice slid 
went  a8 far as  the  dreary L i n g o i ~ ~ t l ~ u n p  plains, but  circum- 
~ t a n c e s  prevented me from coctinuing the journey. 

Beyond the fact that there is no fuel nor grass for some six 
o r  seven marches, there would appear to be no other difficulties. 
Owing t o  this want of fodder, i t  is abso2ufely necessary to take 
ponies for baggage animals beyolid Sliutnal IJongpa, for Yaks 
will not ea t  graln, aud although they will eat  barley meal c ~ l r e s  
in  small quantities they will not  travel far whe; fed only on 
this food. 

The trip to  the Karakash could easily be done from Gogra 
in eight or  nine days, and I should advise some enterprising 
spirit to  try it. Al l  the heavier baggage might be left a t  Gtojira 
where the  Yaks could graze during the traveller's absence, aud 
a hurried march to the  Klralrash and back with a fortnight o c  
the  shooting ground could easily be accomplished. 

Gogra t o  Shumal Longpa is about twelve miles. Over the  
Cht~uglung Burma pass, which is a t  an  elevation of 19,280 feet 
above the  sea according t o  the maps, bu t  must surely be lower, 
is a long day's journey. Then it is a dre;rry walk on the otller 
side to  where Nischu is marked. On the fourth day I was told 
t o  camp on the plains, and if possible to do 20 miles. On the 
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fifth dny I wna t o  go to  the vicinity of some enlt Inkee; ant1 tllert 
one or  two more daya should land the trc~veller on hiu ehooti l~g 
grounds, o r  a t  any rate  a t  the Kizil pnss. 

The  route taken by Ma,jor Uiddulph ie mentioned in Col. 
Clordon's "ltoof of ttllo World." 

My infortnr~nt eeemetl perfectly certain tha t  I ~ b o u l d  find Yalc 
blills on tlle b:luks of the K:ir:llr;isl~, b u t  although iuclined to  
believe the story myself, I car] only vouch for wliat I have seen. 

Once ngaiu, here is more hea~.sny : A t  Sllipki nn etrterprie- 
irlg Titrtar assured me tlint Ire could talte me over the  fiontier 
a n d  stiow quantities of bull Yalr. I l ~ a v e  so often been 
dragged about with tlie promise of bulls and shown only come 
t h a t  I felt very little irlclilration t o  try, and the demanded 
reward moreover was too high. F rom either Niti or  by the  
Rudoli route, 1 feel perfectly certain t ha t  any Eu~.operrn woild be 
turned baclr. The  Rudolr men watch the  Kepsnngln. I do no t  
believe in tlreir doing the traveller any personal it~jur*y, b u t  if t l ~ e  
inhabitants met  n European, they would iusist on his returu.  

There  are, however, so very few people about, tliat if marches 
were made over t he  hills, and n o t  on  regular traclte, iu nil 
probability no  one would be met with ; of course i t  would be 
much bet ter  for two friends t o  t ry  i t  toget i~er .  

On o u e  occasion, when I was over the  frontier, a body of 
Tartars who were insisting on nnothcr traveller's re turn  said : 
'' W e  know there  is another Sahib about, bu t  we hare  not 
seeu him, and  conseque~itly i t  is  no business of ours  ; b u t  if we 
once meet a Sahib, 2nd le t  him proceed on  his journey, t he  
he~dlner l  of Budok will kill us." Of course the  Englishrrr~n had 
t o  returu,  and when he an t~ouuced  11is intention of giving in 
they were civil enough. There is no doubt tha t  the  Tartars 
who drive the  traveller's Yelra deliberately urge the  others to  
turn tlle camp back ; they hate haviug t o  go fill*, and  if zlny- 
thing did happen to  a n  Englishm:in, they would have n very 
poor t ime of i t  with the Leh authorities. 

Fol*merly there was nu easy route  over t he  Kharnalr ford 
into the  ertsteru end of the  Changclienmo, b u t  now i t  is 
watched. The  maps call the place a ford ,  bu t  i t  is filr too deep 
to wade tl11-ougl~, nnd a rnft l ~ a s  to be made. Wonderful t o  
relate, there is sufficient wood in t h e  place to  malre a rnft. bu t  if 
t h e  'l'nrtirrs come before i t  i s  complete, they cau easily stop 
the  crossing. 

Jerdon gives t he  measurements of two bulls' heads. Hie  
larger one was 30 iuches loug by 15 iliclles in circumfereuce. 
The  largest one I have seeu was sliglltly longer ; i t  was shot 
i n  1869, and  t h e  bull was measured a s  seventeen and a half 
hnnds a t  t he  shoulder. T b e  cows are  not  worth shootilip 
nfter tlle mouth of April, for tlie hair all falls out, aud the tall 
is the  only trophy. The horus are very poor indeed. 

K 



Tails, if wanted, can be bougbt in  L e l ~ ,  nnd in many of t l ~ e  
Himalnyan villages for a trifle, so that i t  certainly is not worth 
mlrile to shoot n cow. 

A solid bullet f'19orn n '500 Express will be found heavy 
enough for Yirk, and on the off chance of rneetiug this game 
i t  ie not worth wl~ile to carry a b i ~  bore rifle. 

What success would atteud staying in Changclleumo dur ing  
November I canuot say ; there seems no very great difficulty 
in the way. It would, under ordinary circumstances, be possible 
t o  leave that valley ne soon as the rivers were frozen over even 
supposing the Marsernilr was closed, but I am not certain 
about getting out  the baggage. 

The Chnngla mould, iu  all probability, be closed, but I can- 
not  imngine the Marsemilr being an uneurmountable obstacle. 
Once over the M:~r~emilc, there ie a route by Shyok village 
over the Digs-1a which is nlways open. 

A whole winter in the highlands of Ladak would be too 
terrible to  think of;  besides i t  would be useless discomfort; 
bu t  in the late autumn months, the Yaks' skins would be in 
really splendid order. The bull's hide with the hair in good 
condition is an infiuitely finer trophy than are the horns. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 
THE KYANG OR WILD Ass OF THIBET (Equua hintionus.) 

As an ar~imal t o  be  shot nt in the  way of eport, I do no t  
include the  Kynng, b u t  i t  is eon~et imes llecessarp t o  ehoot one  
t o  satisfy the Tartars' craving for meat. Again the  s k i ~ , e  make 
excellent coverings for kiltas and soles for t h e  servants' 
shoes. 
They a r e  met  with near  t he  Pangong lake, and  are  very 

common in many parts. I have seen them n o t  far from Oyrr. 
Wllen  tallr ring i n  t he  Changchenmo, they a r e  sometime0 
troublesome, a n d  twice have p u t  u p  Ovis Ammon tha t  I wne 
npproacl~iug, and  several times have startled Antelope and  
Burbel. 

T h e  hoofs a r e  occasionally brought back, and made up in to  
inlrstande and paper weights. 

1 have found t h e  remnirie of Kyang which have been eaten 
by  w o l r e ~ ,  and  a geut lema~i  of my acquainta~ice came on  five 
wolves whilst they were engaged i n  gorging themselves on a 
full-grown Kyung. W h a t  a race t h e  wild ase must  llave had 
for ita life! 

I never heard of a Kyang being broken t o  uaddle, bu t  they 
can be made tolerably tatne. One was feeding on the bank8 
of the Indus  in colnpntly with some of the Vizier's pouies when 
I passed through Leh  in 1881. 



Cl-IAYTEIZ XIX. 

THE BEARS (BLACK AND BROWN) ( UI-SUS tibefa~lzcs nnd U. isabelZi~2us.) 

TIIE Rlaclc Bear  or  t he  H a r p u t  of Kaslrmir is stendilv 
decreasing i r i  1111mbers i n  t h e  happy vailey. The re  a r e  mol-i  
t o  be found iu ou r  own territory, in  Ghul.wa1, nnd iu Chumba, 
nnd in  some other  par ts  of t he  Himalayas tlrau a re  now to  
be  seen in  Kashmir.  

Black Bears a r e  easily shot, and the re  is no  reason why any 
Iiardships should be  endured in  t h e  pursuit  of t hem;  conse- 
quently nearly every visitor goee iu  for a shot a t  Bruin. 

Although they a r e  decrensing in  numbers, t he  bears  a re  still 
sufficie~itly common for a few t o  fall yeilrly t o  t he  rifles of most 
men wlio care t o  pursue them. T h e  spor t  is, however, very 
poor, and  tliere is l i t t le  excitement i n  i t  a s  they  seldom fight. 
Tlie majority killed a re  shot  i n  walnut and  apple trees,  nud in 
t l ~ e  1ndi;tn corn fields. 

The f u r  is a t  i t s  best  in November, when t h e  Blnck Bear may 
sometimes be shot in the  hawthorn trees ; bu t  i t  i s  very difficult 
to carry ou t  a stallc at tha t  season, owing to the  dryness of 
tlie fiillen leaves and  tlie slipperiness of the  grass. I t  is 
however one of the  few amusements left  after the stags have 
tensed cnllilig, and  the snow 11ss not  y e t  fallen. 

F r u i t  of various Irind~l, honey, grubs aud  corn a r e  t he  usual 
food, bu t  cnrriou is also greedily eaten. 

Some of t he  males a r e  very lnrge. One measured was six fee t  
six inclies i n  length, bu t  most a r e  u ~ i d e r  six feet. A very fine 
bear  slrin from the  Lolnb when tanned was six feet four  irlclies 
long by four feet across t he  baclr, and five feet over the  hind 
qnnrtera. The  females a r e  much smaller, and  uuless barren 
seldom liave good coats. 

Prom Rlnl*cl~ 15th  to M a y  15th  a r e  the  only rnont l~s  in t he  
season t h a t  tlie hair is still in condition, so tha t  tlie 1n;ljority 
of tile visitors t o  tlie vnlley a re  obliged to  get a good skin 
dill-ing tllat time, o r  no t  a t  all. I n  t he  Lower Hilnali~yns t h e  
vi~rious oalis produce acorns ill t he  au tumn  molltlis; one 
description fruits in Noveu~ber  ; and :Is o u r  own Irills a re  n o t  
then  so dry, numbers of bears a r e  to be allot in t he  trees ; 
Kurnn  and  ust tun ill Jonsar  Barwar, about  four rnnrclies from 
Mussoori, a re  very good  pots t o  visit. 

Allnost nuy Kashmir  sliilrnri is capable of taking tlie @ports- 
lllnn u p  t o  bears, or  of dr iv i i~g  them ou t  of t he  jungles, if 
sufficient help is supplied by t h e  villagers. S o  tha t  I s l~a l l  
co~iclude by simply naming a few places, nlly of which n1.e 
sure  to  yield n skiu or two, 
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The Lolab vnlloy. Throughout t he  hille uenr Bn~*nmulln in  
the Hnmrnel pergunnab, these a r e  n sure find ill t he  npple 
season ; the best villagee to cnmp a t  nre those on the  t~ort l l  ~ i d e  
of the mountains, and there i s  a good road from L)obg~utn. 
'I 'l~ie place is on the  Jhe lum between Bnrnmulla arid Sol)oor. 

The  Bundipoorrt nullnll is t he  next  best pli~ce. Tlle Sindh 
vslley a s  high a8 Goond, the  fnvorite spots are  opposite Kaogan 
OII the  left bank of the  river a t  ltezin and  tlie lower portione 
of W a n g u t  ravine; in the auturntl try above Nuna .  I n  Nomboog 
valley. T l ~ e  llazelwoods of Lidroo mid above P:~lgaurn in t he  
L i d h r .  The  northern slopes of Gulmurg as  far as  Sliupya~i. 

The  Brown Bear is the Eiarput or  La1 I3nlu of Kns l~mir  
ahilraris and the Drinmor of Lndakis. I t  is much more worthy 
of pursuit  than  is the black variety. I t  is t rue  tha t  i t  is easily 
approached if atallred against the wind, and  seldom fights, bu t  
from October 1 5 t h  to May 15th i t  carries a splendid coat. 

The  Brown Boar hibernates for s longer period than tile 
black. Few nre t o  be seen about after 1)eceember le t .  It 
emerges from i ts  winter retreat eirrly i n  April, and  may then  
be seen diggiug in the  snow, nnd endeavouring t o  fiud the 
bodies of ibex which have been overwhelmed in nvalauches, 
b u t  oftener i t  is viewed on some southern slope, wheu eogageci 
in  searching for ear th-nuts  and  the  roots of grasses, or  in turn-  
ing over loose stones, and  greedily licking up the grubs con- 
cealed beneath. I n  November, the epots where sheep have 
been folded during t h e  summer a r e  certain t o  reward the sports- 
men. 

They  have been shot very low down in  Hammel (See Map 
Kajnag, Cllnp. IV) ,  bu t  a s  a rule a r e  not  found at a less alt i tude 
than  8,000 feet. Je rdon  mentions one a s  beiug 'i+ feet in  
leugth. I cannot go near this  measurement, nl thougl~ I have 
peen as  mally a s  lnost men, and  thought I had got a n  enormoua 
one when t l ~ e  t ~ p e  allowed 6 feet 10 inches. I would feel 
inclined to p u t  the  average male a t  6 feet or a few incllee over 
n t  the  most, bu t  1 a m  aware tha t  many men give a far greater 
length. I have bee11 supplied with son10 measul-etneute of 
Rears lcilled in  Chumba, b u t  must  decliue t o  give them, 
~ l t l i o u ~ h  I am sure they nre supposed t o  be bond cfide. How- 
ever, I-believe from ivhnt I have seen, that the bears run  to  a 
large size ill t ha t  state. 

I n  years gone by twenty t o  thirty bears ofteu fell to  oue 
g u n ,  b u t  now-a-days Iialf tha t  uumber is a good senso~l 's bag, 
if t:llten iu  colijuuction with other game. 

F o r  localities, Shamshibri, thei northwards to Sliardi and  
Q u ~ n o t  nul lal~s.  Up the  Kishengunga are  Keyl, Eoulwein, 
nnd Gugai, Gurnis aud Tilnil. South-east from Tilail try 
Drns nud Zogiln. Lidarwat and P a ~ i g i  trrrni, l y i t~g  townrds the  
encrell caves of A~uarna th .  Crossing over the  passes drop iuto 



t,Ije Sunyan valley and follow it down t o  Sooltuis; tllen 
tllrough the Wardwall, and af ter  t h a t  t h e  farnolie Ibex nullalla 
Er i shnye  and  Znisnye, and I tllink I have selected the best 
places. I might include the  Tosh-a-maidan, b u t  the  Pir range, 
nlthor~gll holding bears, cannot be compared with t h e  other 
locnlitiea lneut io~led (Map, Cllrrp. X11). I n  Chumbn t r y  
Manglee, Kilar,  &C., but my k~lowledge of those parts is not 
very recent. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

T ~ E  Leopard is a perfect nuisance ; i t  destroys game, and  
worse than that, is always on  the  look-out to catch doge. 

It should be, I uphold, destroyed iu every possible wny- 
by trapping, by sitting over baits 11nd by driving. The m e w s  
of destruction will form the  subject of this  chapter. 

Trapping can be done in two waye, either by ernployil~g 
various kinds of cage-traps, or  elee by means of gins. 

The  best cage-trap is tha t  whicti is often enrployed by the  
Ghoorkas. This  can be made either double or s i ~ ~ g l e ,  t ha t  ie, 
with one or two entrances. A suitable spot would be where 
t h e  bleating of t he  kid, which is t o  be used for a bait, can be 
heard on all aides. 

The  place being chosen, drive in to  t h e  ground two parallel 
rows of stakes ; if for a double trap, each row t o  be 11 feet long ; 
for a t r ap  with single entrance, 64 feet will suffice. 

T h e  space between the  two parallel rows should be  about  18 
inches wide, and the  distance between the  stakes 11ot more than  
two or  three inchee. The  stakes sllould atand 24 inches above 
ground, and  be driven i n  very firmly. 

I n  the centre, s take  off a compartment, two feet in length t o  
hold the kid. I n  other words you have two traps, each 4 &  
feet long, and  in t he  centre,  a coml~ar tment  two feet aquare. 
Fas t en  above these two larger compartments cross or  top piecee 
of wood ; these must be firmly spiked down on to the  upright 
stakes. Nex t  come t l ~ e  doors, which must be of boarde, not  less 
t han  l+ inch thick. The  doors a r e  s e t  with a catch exactly 
like tha t  of a rat-trap. 

W h e r e  the  bait is usually fixed, instead of a hoolr, fasten two 
atrong cross wires a t  right angles t o  one allother. Tl~e 
Leopard springs the  t rap  by trying t o  ge t  a t  tlre goat past t h e  
wires, which obstruct tlle wily. Some traps have a board so 
fixed on the  floor of the  t rap  tha t  on the auirnal treading on i t  
t h e  door descends. The  door must  be well weighted t o  ensure 
i t s  falling quickly. The kid is p u t  into the c e ~ l t r e  c o m p a r t m e ~ ~ t  
and  t h e  top is closed ei ther  by a large flat stone, or  a board on 
which stones a re  piled. 

T h e  less finish there is the be t te r ;  the bark can be left on tlie 
stakes, and  the ground should not  be dug  nor disturbed more 
thau is possible. I n  order to preveut the Leopard fro111 getting 
OII the trap, place over i t  thorn bustles or  b ~ u g l ~ s .  I f  tlie kid 
o r  puppy, or  whatever is used as a bait, is to  be eacrificed, tliere 
is no necessity t o  make a centre compartment;  but it' a double 
entrance is made, i t  is better to shut i t  off for it is not  enAy to 
ensure both doors being simult;i~ieously dropped. 
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Now and rignin an unwary Leopard has been cnugllt iu 
gignntic box-trnp. 

Gins are difficult to  nrrange, and my experience points out that 
they are seldom successful, whereas the rough cage-trap very 
ofteu is. 

I n  t l ~ e  neighbourhood of the Kashmir villages, the Leopards 
can be shot over goats, and a few are thus yearly obtained below 
Qu1mu1.g. 

I n  the winter all the Leopards are down near the  villajies, 
but  in the summer many follow the slieep ou t o  their grazlug 
grounds high up  amongst the mountains. 

The neighbourhood of Islamabad is much frequented by these 
animals. The sliilraris call them '' Cheetnli," and are nll 
sufficiently well u p  in their work to make the necessary 
arrangements. I may, therefore, dismiss the common Leopard 
and turn our attention to the animal that all sportsmen clill 
the Snow Leopard or Safed Cheetah. 

(Felis uncia). 

1 1 8  Thibet l' Stian." 

The places where there is the  best cliauce of obtai~iing t h i ~  
animal are in the Nubra valley, the road to which lies througli 
Leh. Now and again specimens are obtained from vnrious parts of 
Ladak. From Soroo I have seen several skius brought down and 
have come on the Ounce in the Kriahnye, and again not far from 
T n n k ~ e .  I do not consider i t  a very rare anim:~l, but i t  is ex- 
ceedingly difficult to come across They prey greatly on the Ibex 
and Burhel, and on oue occasion I had the luclr to see one st,allring 
a solitary buck Ibex. It was on the snow, and arnoug huge 
blocks of ice that  had fallen into the valley from tlie glacier 
above. The animals were a loug distance from me, and had 
t o  be watclied tllrough rt telescope. The sti~llrer failed, nud the 
Ibex went off. Unluckily I had no goat to tie up and never 
saw the Ounce again. I remember thinking that the animal 
seemed all tail, and, therefore, concluded i t  was a male. I t  111:ty 
not  be generally k~lowrl that  in the males the spots are generally 
closer together, even blotchy, especially down the ~ p i ~ i e ;  the 
tail longer, lienvier and thicker a t  tlie end tllau tlrnt of the 
female. Tbere is also more hair under tbe tliront, and about tlie 
jaws. The skill of the female is generally smaller tlrarl that of the 
male, the  mar:rings more open, nnd has more of the white grolnrd 
exposed, while the tail is shorter aud more poiuted than ln the 
male. 

I t  is quite n matter of chance getting a shot a t  an Ouuce. 
A gentleman of my acqu?intauce shot one without hnvi~lg an 
idea that  he had dorle anytl~ing out  of the common. 111 fact, 
when telling his list of game, he omitted i t  entirely. It was 
his first trip iu the Himalajns. 



KASHMIR AKD LADAK, E'l'C. 73 

The footprints of the Ounce nre often to  be see11 in many 
of tlie more remote nullahs of the Maharajah's domiliions, but, 
a s  I before said, i t  is quite n clli~nce t o  flulte one. 

Tlie dilneriaiol~s given by Dr. Jerdon, page 101, seem t o  me 
very large, bu t  my per~jo~ial  acquailitance wit11 the Ounce is 
l i rn i  ted. 

Skills, more or less mutilated, can ge11er:illy be purchased in 
S~.i~ingg:ir at  from twenty to  thirty rupees ; aud uow irud again 
for a much smaller sum in Leli. 

I once saw two young cubs and bid high for their purchnse. 
They had been in captivity for some weelrs and were fairlv tame. 
Tlie owner mould not  par t  with them at what I could afford to 
give out of tlie amount I Irad put  aside for travelling expensee, 
and  he would not, or  could not  understarid the  v:~lue of a 
cheque. Tbe  cubs have been brouglit down by European 
sportsmen, on one, if no t  on more occa~ions. 

A curious and slightly ser~sationnl story is the  following :- 
A Hirna1:~yan traveller, an  American, was sitting up  watcbi~ig 
over some bones of a goat, for. notliing else remained of t h e  
body. H e  hr~d  won the  toss for shoe, nnd was very keen, 
nltliough neither he  nor liis companion tbought t h a t  there was 
more tllau the  most remote chnuce of t he  Snow Leopard 
turn ing  up. J u s t  before t he  darlrness se t  in,  the  nnimal 
appeared close t o  t he  remains of the  goat. The  hill side was 
steep, bu t  t he  bones were lying on n very small, b u t  tolerably 
flat place ; on receiving the bullet t h e  Ounce bounded down- 
wards, and fell dead on to  the sliilrari below (a Kashmiri) whose 
howls and shouts were indeed ~vondel.ful. 

T o  give the K:~shmir  slii1r:iri bis due, he is generally tolerably 
plucky, b u t  on th is  occasion Lis feelings were too much for 
him. 

A European traveller coming through Nubm, enw five 
Snow Leoparda toge ther ;  imaglue his feelings %ben he got 
llone. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
THE THIBET LYNX (Betis isabellina). THE " EE." 

I HAVE never seen a single wild ~pcc imen,  nrld only two in 
cnptivity, b u t  wns much s truck with tlie henvy loolr of tbe 
animnl. Tbe  Vizier of Lndak had one in  perfect health, and  
took i t  down ns n present t o  t h e  Mnhnrn.jnh of I<nsllmir. It wae 
vicious t o  strnngera, and rnust have been n troublesome ccmpa- 
n i r~n  on the  line of march. 

Rillloch describes t he  animal he shot, and  has given us  R 

photogrnpli of n atuffed specimen. It is beyond m y  power 
t o  tell any  one where he has the  best chance of coming on a 
Tliibet Lynx.  I saw n ski11 which the  Tar ta r  Ynlr-drivers l ~ n d  
go t  near  Man,  on t h e  Pangong Inlre ; and another  wns brought 
t o  m e  for sale when I was in Tnnkse. 

Tile Jung le  Cats  found in Kn.sllmir nre not  worth describing. 
There  is, however, n Lynx-like Cat  ml1ic11 is found close t o  
Srinacrw~*, a n d  t h e  slrins nre offered for  sale ei ther  singly o r  

Tn 
mnde llito rugs. T h e  merchants who mnlre u p  the  rugs Ray tha t  
t h e r  a r e  t he  s l t i ~ ~ s  of t he  female j:\clrnl ! W h e r e  tbis  extra- 
ordina.ry ides  originated I cannot possibly imagine. 

l1Ilet-e a r e  also wild cats t o  be found in t h e  Wardwnn ~ n d  else- 
where, the slrins of which can be purchased in t he  Srinaggar 
 hops for a trifle. Ttie colnmon grey cnt skin, sold by t h e  
mochecs, is called Pan Bili ,  and  if in i t s  winter fur, malree 
very fair ruge. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

( C ~ n i s  taniger). The Grey Wolf of Thibet. The Chanko. 

THE Clrauko is tolerably common in mnr y parte of Tlribet, 
nnd often proves a great pest to the  el~eplrerds, and  is con- 
siderably in  t11e way of the s p o r t ~ m a n .  Game will not ~ t : i y  
i n  the  nullah if w o l v e ~  or  wild dogs a re  :ibout, and if their 
marks a re  to  be see11 i t  is better to  give tlre place a wide berth, 
nnd to  march away t o  uridisburbed ground. I t  i n ,  l~omever, 
t he  duty  of every t rue  sportsman to  endeavour to  kill off these 
vermin, but  i t  is no t  an easy t11i11g to accomplish. 

The  Tartar  sheplrerds t rap  the FCTolves in pits. They ~ i r n p l y  
dig a pit, leaving the  ides vertical, nud pu t  in  n yourig goat 
ns a bait. The  SVolves jump down and  gorge tl~cmselvea 011 

the  wretched animal, and nre unable t o  get  ou t  again. 
Whether the black Wolf of Tl~ibet ,  t he  " H:ilrpo Clinrrlto" 

of t he   tartar^, i s  a separate specie8 or not i t  is very difficult 
t o  say. Many look on i t  a s  a n  instance of rnela~~isrn. It 
doubtless crosses with tlie common Ctlanlro, for I hare Been 
n grey cub with a bl:~ck mother, and  recorded the  fact ill the 
Asian. Colotiel Kinloch very kindly replied t o  a letter of 
mitre, and also wrote home ntld ascertained tha t  all t he  cube 
produced by the  pair he gave t o  t h e  "Zoo" were blnclr. 
Another writer it1 t he  Asian describes hnvinq eeen grey and  
black Wolves togetlrer. The only blnclr Wolf I l~nve  seeu maR, 
1 consider, much larger than tlie ordiuary grey Wolf. 

I t  is not  my task t o  discuss the  question. R O  I leave i t  nfter 
stating what I have seen, and turn  t o  the TQiltl Dog. 

The  Wild  Dog is tolerably cornlnorl in Tilail, and less so in 
tile eastern end of the vallev. Tlie Rashmirie call them Rrrtn 
H u n ,  lrun being tile Kasilmiri for a dog. The Wild Dog ie 
widely distributed over tlie greater portion of India,  and is 
f:lirly comlnorl in  most parts of the  H i m n l a ~ a s  wit11 wliich 
1 n111 ncqu:titited. Yenrs ago, I ~ l l o t  two Wild Dogs ou t  of a 
pack mliicll mere gorging t l~emsel \~ee on a Snmbl~ur  hind. Tlie 
dogs did trot seer11 to notice my apl,roacl~. I did not measure 
them very cnrefnlly, b u t  Bee on refe~.etice to  my notes t!liat 
n m:de was five feet long including the tail, and I have never seen 
oue 1:trger. 

0110 winter, when shooting in the  hills, I wns completely 
puzzled by the  eu t i re  absence of game in cartnin rnvilree 
where i t  mae nearly nlwnga to be found. I wasted eeveral dage 
of my precious leave looking about  everywlrere. My ehikari 



wag indefatigable, and nt last found traces of Wild D o p .  Tlre 
n e x t  day I saw tliree dogs running a R4uslr Deer. I tried hard  
t o  g e t  tlie vermin, b u t  could not  succeed. 

Once when lying in camp, lamed 11.y an  accident, I heard 
Rome Wi ld  Dogs liullting on  the  liills above. 11 was in t he  
Siwaliks ; and I WRR waiting impatiently t o  ge t  n boot on m y  
foot, nnd to be  off af ter  the  Snrnbhur. My old shilrari 1.0- 
mxrlted : " I t  is no  use, we mill take the eieph:,nt up tlie 
ravines, nnd you will see t h a t  t he  game h:rs nll r u n  ncrows t h e  
main 'rao'  (as t he  d ry  rivers a r e  called ill those p r t s ) ,  and  
in  t he  opposite direction frorn where t h e  dogs mere hunting." 
This was done, nnd the old man's words proved t o  be 
rue. 

811 wild dogs appear t o  be  very shy, and b u t  few are  killed. 
I do not  believe i t  is possible t o  tame the  young ; tlre ones I 

11nd were very vicious, and  1 could make aotliing out  of t l ~ e m .  
They fed well, and  p v e  but  l i t t le  trouble when left alone. I 
was very glad to  glve them away, for more unsntisf;ictory pets  
I never possessed, 

I do nut  credit t,lle stories of their lrilling tigers, b u t  I qui te  
believe tliat they drive them away from tlie jringles iridirectlv ; 
for no  game stops where Wild L)ogs a re  huntiug, and t h e  tiger8 
leave in order t o  find deer  t o  kill. 

I n  1873 I was in the Siwalilc hills, and had heard of n mare 
being lrilled by n tiger. I mns unable to  go the  same morniriz, 
nnd in the  afternoon, on  reaching t h e   pot where the  mare had 
been dragged, I found tlie kill had been pulled about and  
much eaten ; and by i t  lay the  bodies of t v o  half-grown Wi ld  
Dogs. I watched by tlie carcase, b u t  nothing ever came. I 
can b u t  conclride tliat the  tiger destroyed tlie dogs. 

Two of tliese nninlnls toolr n p  t l ~ e i r  abode close to  n villnge 
on tlie 1)nnkr;r of t,lie Powrn river in I<aslrlnir. Thcy frequently 
came down into tlie open courrtry, and  Ilnrl-ied tlie slleep. A 
resident in tlie neigl~bour.lloocl tried on orie or two occ:~sions 
t o  ride them down, b u t  they got away with the  gr-eateat ease. 
This w a ~  very urllilre the usual ~ l i y  behaviour of Wild Dogs. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 
THE SAMBHUE (Rusa AI-islotelia.) 

111 the North-West called the dfuha ; in the hille, Jerow, and 
erroneously the Bara-Si~zgh. 

TN order to  complete his collection of horns, t h e  apqrtsman 
often wanders far in tlie pursuit of this stag. There a r e  
nrimberlese places where Sambhur a r e  t o  be found, bu t  i t  ie 
f11r from easy to  get a good head. 1 once lrad t l ~ e  luclr to 
Recure n splendid troplry. Tn Rlnrch 1867 I was ~ n o n t e r i ~ i g  
towards camp after n (lap's beating in  the liewi~li diatrict. 
M y  feelings were a t  ,z very low ebb, for i t  was ratlrer warm, 
and  I had just missed n tiger. O n  m y  riclrt wns a pad 
elephant, mhicli w:~s employed in  beating ~ o r r ~ e  Ernss wllich 
bordered the  open glade a lor~g  wl~ich I w:~llted. Tlle mnhout 
shouted ou t  to  me tthnt a S n ~ n b l ~ u r  was colninp; i t  wnR over 
ill 110 time ; the ~ t n g  fell nt  once t a  the R ~ I O ~ ,  rind as \re mae 
s t r n g ~ l i n g  t o  rise, n ~ecor id  s l ~ o t  floored him outriglrt. He 
h:~d the f i~lest  head I have secured. I see the  eutry iu  my note 
book gives- 

Et. at shculder. Lt. of horns. Girth of horns aboaa killed. 
brow antler. 

63 ir~ches. 44 inclree. 9 inclee. Reaalr, C. P. 

I linve seen some very good heads in  t he  North-West,  and 
one o r  two real bexuciks from N:lhun territory, bu t  t h e  general 
run are  smaller t l ra~l  those in the Centrnl Provinces. 

During ~riy long sojourn in  t l ~ e  Siwnliks, I 11nre come on n 
great  number o f  S;~~nblrur .  I also l l n v e  11nd rny ~1rn1.e of t he  
shooting i n  t he  Ter:ri, tlie Kotli nn t l  1':ltli Dulls, all of wllich 
hold Si~uibhul., and 1 tlii~ilc t11:lt if I wnuted to  secure one or two 
fair lieadn, n ~ l d  had not  commarid of eleplrn~its arid cn~~le la ,  
and  all tlre paraphernalia of a big cnmp, tlrnt I sllould brirrg 
my small tents  down wit11 me from tlie I~ills, and I-ail t o  
Si~harunpnr.  Tliere, I ul~ould hire mules or ponies for cnrri:rge, 
and go out  to  Mohun dhlr b u ~ ~ g i ~ l o w .  From there I should go 
t o  Dolkund, one march towards Hurdwar, and then u p  iuto the  
higher Siwalik liills. 

I n  the  Siwaliks, where the  J u m n a  cute i ts  wny through, 
eeveral ravines run  s t rn ig l~ t  down to the river ; all theae hold 
Snmbliur. Again the  Iiajall of Naliun ~ I R R  ill liis territory 
Rome good  pots for driving this game. Wit11 patience t l ~ e ~ e  
places must yield a trophy or  two ;  and I do not  rrisl~ to aid 
ativ one to go in for indiscrimina-te slauglrter. 

T h e  fo l lowi~~g  is an extract from my diary w l ~ i c l ~  wi l l  prove 
tlrat, although scarcer, S a ~ u b l ~ u r  are  still to be found by tlroee 



who will  work hard, and  in places which are tolerably easy to  
g e t  nt. 

February 3 r ,  1880.- Went o u t  very early,  and  watched the 
s u n  rise when no t  far  from l l o b u n  bungalow. Saw a small 
Sambllur, fired nud missed. Shortly af ter  saw a big one, but 
did not  ge t  :I shot .  

February  6th.-Got shots nt two stags, dropped one  with a 
bullet  tllrough t h e  spine, nud rolled the  other over, b u t  lost 
him. Qungn displaced n stone above me, a u d  a s  i t  fbll on my 
foot,, I wae unni>le t o  do nny more walking. 

Pebrual-y  13th.-Since the  6 th  I m:ts unable to stallr. W e n t  
ou t  t'ro!n cntnp, aud  saw a really fiue stag, but  I mi\de a mess 
of tile stallr. 

Zebrunry l4lh.-Saw t h e  s tag  again ; b u t  could not  g e t  nenr 
him. Stil l  verv lame. 

February 19th.-Shot t h e  stag. I fancy the  same I saw on 
13th  i ~ t h .  

ITebrunry 2lst.-Hit n, ~ t n g  as i t  was going over tlie crest  of a 
bill, 2nd ;;f'tel*wnrds ~ e c u r e d  him. 

Now I r n a i ~ ~ t n i n  t h a t  this is qui te  sufficient sport  t o  satisfy 
nnv o ~ l e .  It occurred in t he  Siwalil(s, and  I was worlring under  
grea t  diaadvautnges as  I was more o r  less lame nfter Feb ru i~ ry  
6t,h. The  Snrnbl~ur generally hnve cast their Eorus bg  April, 
hence b u t  few good heads fill1 t o  t he  lot  of military men whose 
leave c o ~ n ~ n e n c e s  on April 15th. I hnve see11 horns in velvet 
ns lnte as  the  middle of October, b u t  I think by October 1st 
t h e  tips n ~ ~ e  often tolerably firm, although t h e  horns may 
still have velvet on them. 

Tigere a re  answernt)le for t he  death of many a stag, nud on 
several occasions I have picked u p  good liorus from Irills. 
I c:rr~not call to mind having secured any  good stags ivlren 
bea t i~rg  with a large line of elephants. Stallring is mucl) bet ter  
fun, and more liltely t o  yield fiue trophies. Hinds  a r e  often 
p u t  u p  ou t  of t he  lolig grass i n  a drive, and  a r e  freqacnt ly 
qui te  bewildered nud s tnre  u p  a t  the  e1eph:~llts. I t  is a grrlat 
sh;\tne t o  shoot tllem ; b u t  I am sorry to  say i t  is too often 
done, though i t  is  qui te  beyond me  to  uuderstnnd what f'un 
can  be got ou t  of sl~ootii lg R Sitm\)h\~r  \rind. I t  might possibly 
b e  cecessnry t o  do  it fo r  the  salre of the  hide once or twice 
in  lifetime, b ~ l t  I could tell queer  ~ t o r i e s  about  l l i ~ ~ d s  b e i ~ ~ g  
shot ill t he  Kulnnon district, and left t o  rot on the grou~ld .  
I would appeal to  t he  good feelings of all brother  ~ p o r t s ~ r l e n .  
T h e  ~ l root , i t~g  ground is getting more a ~ l d  Inore curtailed in  
area year by year, aud this slnugllter is dolle mostly by y o u l ~ g  
men, often through thougl~tlessness,  b u t  soluet~mes ou t  of 
sheer wantonness. Remember tllnt Sn~nbbur  a r e  not prolific ; 
they ~e ldorn  have more than  one fawn, mid tha t  i t  is  four  
years before the young s tag  assumes his complete ehape of horn, 
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nnd that he has etill three o r  four yenre t o  live before be  can 
llave a pair of antlers worth preserving. H e  has quite auffi- 
cient chances against hie attaining a n  age of seven o r  
eight yeare, without having t o  run the  risk of being shot  down 
by t h e  rifle bullet whilst   till in hie immature state.  

Large herda a re  seldom seen in  these days ; but  I lrnow one  
o r  two very little frequented forest reserves wlrere q11:rntitiee 
of Snrnbhur a r e  harboured, nnd where doubtless they increase 
and  ~ p r e a d  into the  neighbouring forests. Dr. Jerdon r e~na rke  
t h a t  the  horns rarely exceed 40 inclres ; this is, I should Any, 
certainly the case, bu t  i t  is not a t  all rare  t o  obtain kends within 
one or t a o  inches of this measurement. 

S:linbl~ur l ea t l~e r  is greatly i n  request for leggings and boote. 
I t  can often be purchased in Sa l ra rn~~pur .  'l'lie great difliculty 
is to keep the  l e a t l ~ e r  soft and pliant, for  when o~rce  t l ~ o r o u ~ l r l y  
wetted, i t  is  a p t  t o  becoule stiff and brittle on drying. I Irrive 
tried every recipe I call ge t  hold of, bu t  lrave never bee11 qui te  
successful. The  nearest npproach to a satiefi~ctory t reatment  
was by put t ing on t l ~ e  boots, before w e n r i ~ ~ g  them, a composi- 
t ion ns follows :-one part  reaiu, one part wax, two parts fat, 
four  parts linseed oil by wei4hl. 

'J his was applied when warm. T h e  recipe is no t  my own, 
a n d  wnR given me by n friend. 

I look upon Sa~l lbhur  meat na being quite uneatable;  t h e  
venison seems to be nlwnys tough. Some of the Terni men 
will no t  e a t  t he  flesh. I cannot imagiue why, u111es~ they 
confuee the  animal with the  Blue Bull. The  Blue Bull o r  
Nilghai is iu many places eacred, i n  fact most II a t' lves con- 
sider i t  t o  be n cow ; and many high caste shilraris nre greatly 
disgusted a t  seeing one slrot. I think I have now completed 
the  list of g a u ~ e  likely to be followed by the  visitor to  Kaslrmir 
and Northern India. If the  object is to  obtain speci~neus of 
other game he can consult several boolrs, and  will have to invoke 
the  aid of friends ; for i t  is  not easy for every one to ge t  u p  a 
line of e lepl~ants ,  nor  is i t  always possible for the eportsrnan 
t o  secure cnrriage and sul>plies. I n  the  various places I have 
mentioned, a great o:il*iety of tbe  Indian game can be slrot, 
for the  Simaliks hold Spotted Deer. 'l'ile Kotli aud Patli Dune 
hold four-l~orned Antelope and Hog Deer, as well as  tile g:tu~e 
found i l l  the  Siw:~lilrs Both tracts of couutry hold the Blnck 
Bear (Ursus labiatus) ,  Tiger rind Leopard. Rarely a Ljnx is 
come on, b u t  I bave twice see11 them iu the  Deb1.a Dun.  
Tile Eastern I lun  is much shot out ,  bu t  across t he  Gangee 
some tracts of country ntill afford a refuge to  the deer n l ~ d  
other  wild nnimals. Tigers are  tolerably plentiful, bu t  a re  very 
wary, and a re  year by year penetratilig further into the Hima- 
lnyns. 011 the road uuder the  hill^ between Laldnng and the  
entrance to the paseee illto the Kotli  aud Palli Dune, N i l g h ~ i  



nre met with. Tlrere remain 11ow only few specimens of Illdian 
game which I have not touched on. 

I hare  of late years flee11 b u t  few Swamp Deer (Rucervus 
duvnncelli). They have become much rnrer in  the  forests of 
Nepal,  tl11.oug11 wlrich Euro;)en~la C:LII soriletirnes obtain leave 
t o  nlarlder, and I Ilave no t  visited the Centr:~l PI-ovirice s l ~ o o t i ~ r g  
grounds for so mihlly years t l ~ n t  I c a n ~ l o t  give nrly accurate 
i~lfor-rn;~t,ior~, b u t  I s a w  eolne fair I ~ ~ i t d s  wl~iclr had beeu shot  iu 
and  1le:ir the  Mandln district in 1879 and 1580. 

The  measurements of t!re best head I Ilnve seen shot a r e  :- 
Length ~sound Girth of beam above Grentest divergency Least divergency 

curve. brow nntler. of tips. of t,ips. 
364 inches. 6 inches. 32 inches. 20 inches. 

I bilve heard of mucl] bigger heads. Of Antelope I have 
seen a pnir 273 inches long, and of Chilrnrn, n pair of ,z little 
over 14 incl~es.  The  big  antelope'^ head was from J e y p o r e ;  
b u t  I do not  know where the  Clliltara came from. I have 
obtained two or  three pairs of Chilrara horns slightly uuder  
this  m e n s u r e m e ~ ~ t .  

Antelope and Chilrnra (Q. Bennniii) are  common near  many 
of our  plains stations. From tlre vicirlity of some of the 
rai lwt~y ~ t n t i o u s  near Allyglrur, Bl ;~ck l3uclc can be obtained. 
From II;~.t,trnss station tlrere is a road running do\rn to the  
Gallgee, along which they a re  still common, b u t  lire yearly 
gettiug milder. 
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CHAPTEIX XXIV 
2'he smal l  gume shooting in Kushmi1.-Some grnerul remark8 on the 

H ~ m u f a y u n  ~ r r ~ u l l  gunze. 

P n o s a n r , ~  there is no place go completely a failure in t he  
results to be obtained from t'ollowing stnall game ae K;rsltmir. 
1'Le list of birds to  be f o u ~ ~ d  is a long one, but except t he  Clrikore 
~lroot ing,  which is fairly good, there ia ~rot l~i l ig  worth consider- 
ing :IN sport. 

Monnul a re  scattered about  the  various hill-sidea, and in 
tlre nutumn months a r e  easily found, but  a r e  generally very 
wild. 

Above Luchiepoora in  t he  Kaj-nag, there a re  a good many 
t o  be seen. I n  the  Warclwan there aro a few. I11 tile 
Gweenye I have seen ne many ae six o r  eight cock birds 
during a day's wnllr. 

Above Praslang in the  Liddar I have come on them frequently 
when they have been busy digging and  scratclring on the  
old sheep folds. l saw cr few lzear Maru, aud a fair sprink- 
ling of birds in  t he  Siudh. I n  fact they a r e  everywhere ill 
tlre higher forests, bu t  except i n  the  Kaj-nag, nowhere really 
plentiful. 

The  prices aslred for Monaul skins in  Srinaggar are ludicrous- 
ly liigh, but  very few a re  offered for sale, a couclusive proof 
that  they a re  not  easy t o  obtain. 

Tile Argus (as i t  is called) is rare. The  Kasl~miris  call i t  
t he  l lnng Rawal and Danadar. The  vicinity of the  Rlurgan n r ~ d  
Hoksar  a r e  said to be the  best places. I earn only oue there, 
b u t  I heard the peculiar quaclr-like call on several occasious. 

Tlre Kolrlnss, or a s  i t  is sometimes called the Kukrolil, is 
found everywhere. 1 1 1  the  P i r  aud  Knj-nag there :we 
quantities of these birds. They a re  very fkirly good eating 
if they have not  been feeding on the  pine seeds. During the 
winter I could hare  allot a good m:\ny if I lrnd not  been short  
of gun  crrrtridges ; aR i t  IVRA, I succeeded in getting a few with 
r o u t ~ d  hullets fired froln a -360 Express 

The  Clieer Plreasant I have not  met  with in Kashmir territory. 
I n  parts of our  own Hin~a la j a s  it is plentiful. It is a first-rate 
table bird, and affords pretty shootil~g. I once c a u ~ h t  R 

couple of young olres and lrept them for a long time 111 a n  
aviary. Tlley lived through two hot  seasons, and were iu 
excel let~t  plumnge. 

'I'lre Kaleego is not, lcl~owll to  most of the Knsl~lllir slrilrnris, 
brlt is s!!ot on tile P i r  route, and ~ ~ e n r  Uri,  Tindnln, and other 
I , I : I ~ C ~  011 the  B4u1-ree road. The  Kam Cbikore is f'outrd on 
all the loftier hills, bu t  i t  geuerally coruetl on  when tlre sports- 
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xnnn is o u t  nfter Ibex  ; so  is left unmolested. I t  is not  R very 
good bird t o  eat. I have seen large numbers in  Laddk, a11d 
used to  pot t l i en~  ill t he  early mornings. They carry off a 
lo t  of sliot. A t  Ning RLi there were any  number of these 
b i rds ;  b u t  nor th  of tlie Cl~angcllenmo river I mrely saw 
them,-in fact I caunot ~ 1 ~ 1 1  t o  miud having killed any  iu thoae 
parts.  

Tlle Chilrore ahooting iu September i e  good. I have never 
made R big bag nor  heard of any, but with a spauiel nnp 
reaso~lably good shot sllould yiclr u p  five o r  six brace in n 
morning's wallr. I n  midwinter they  a re  much poaclled ; a 
sllield of t h e  Wild Cat's or Leopard's slrin is made and  puslred 
i n  front  of t he  gun. The  birds congregate together, aud the  
shilrnri lets fly into the  middle of them. 

Tlie best places for Chikore a r e  Awantipore and  r o u ~ i d  tlio 
adj:tcent tiills t o  Middar, Batgoond, Seer, nud as far as  Pastooni. 
Also above Pampoor, or  rather  above Khrew. The  Dilaharnjnh 
preserves the  ground near  t he  Srinaggar vineyards, bu t  b e j o ~ i d  
iu t h e  Brain direction there a r e  a few birds. Above Mat~:rsbiil, 
and  also above the  vineyards a t  Lar ,  there a r e  n quanti ty  of 
Chikore, b u t  t l ~ e  thorns  a r e  very troublesome. (Map, Chap. X11 ) 

Up t h e  Liddar, about  13 miles from Bijbeharn, there is a de- 
tached hill a t  ICotsoo. I n  October i t  teems with birds and  call 
be  easily driven. I once got  17 birds ou t  of one drive, but  tlie 
place is very small, and  by the  next  day I had shot i t  out,  titking 
away 22 brace in  the  two days. I went  back af ter  the  crops 
were cleared away and  saw but  few. 

I u  I-Iammel there a r e  Clliltore not  far from B:tmmoola. A bout  
two miles u p  t h e  river, on the  r ight  bank, there  a r e  p l ~ n t y  
of birds in  the early par t  of the season, viz.,  September 1 s t  
t o  lCith, bu t  in t he  autulnrl and  winter absolutely none. 

There a r e  doubtless several other  places :LS good as most 
I llave mentioned, bu t  I have no t  tried t o  find them, as  tllose 
liamed supplied sufficient  port. Hewnus on tlle bVoolnr, a~ r i i  
above on the  liills near t he  Shokardin Ziarat did uot  come u p  
t o  tlie reputation I had heard so much of. 

I n  Lsldak there a r e  a good many Sandgrouse ; on the   fit^ 
side of t he  Kieula  they a re  absurdly tame. Once when sllootil~g 
simply for t he  pot I got  five brace iu four ~ h o t s ,  bu t  of course 
m j  o111y object was a supply of food wit11 as  little firing a s  
possible. H o w  good these birds were, after t iuued beef, t inned 
soup, ill fact tinned everytllirlg. 

'I'liere a re  a variety of Pigeons ill Ladnlr and Kns l~mir ,  b u t  
except when marcliiug aIo11g the Leh  road, 1 seldom nlolested 
tl~ecn. 

Woodcoclr n1.e found liere n ~ ~ d  there. A few ~ o l i t a r y  Snipe 
nrld a few Jack  XI-e to  bo piclrecl up ; bu t  Snipe-sl ioot i~~g i l l  tlie 
valley cannot cowpare with our  Iudi'iu spor t  ; oue or two 
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f ~ ~ i r  bngs a re  l~owcvor yearly ulade near Surnbul. 11) tvirrter 
there rrre errdlees wild f o ~ ; l  O I I  tlre big Ial<es, bu t  t l ~ e v  a r e  
very difficult to npproaclr ; 1)y rising before t he  l n i ~ t  is off the 
water, and ~ t a n d i ~ ~ g  on tlre edge of the lalre, a cholre boro will 
generally brink to  bag a f e w  Geese nnd Mallards. N o t l r i ~ ~ g  but  
R pulit gun is of nrry I ~ R G  on \Y001ar lake. Near Su~ubu l  
there a re  two jlieels wlricl~ I l~nve  seeu literally covered with 
duck, b u t  I never could ge t  Irear t l~orn, nrid used t o  collaider 
m y ~ e l f  lucky if I bagged three or  four birds. Teal a r e  to  be 
got  a t  on the  Auchar lalre, also ou  various pools and  streams, 
aud  in midwilltee on Man:r~b:~l .  

The  fact is, the wild fowl get  into the  open water duriug t l ~ e  
day, and at niglit go t o  their feeding grounds. Vligl~t ~11oot- 
inq can be pr;~ctised on the D;rl lake aud on the  s l~ores  of' the  
Mroolar, but if t he  spo~~ tumau  hns beer1 accustomed to really 
good duck-shooting in Illdin, lie will probably not  ge t  enougll 
shots t o  s:itisfy him. I v o r y  boatman has a gun,  arid i t  i~ a 
regular case of fi!e firing all day long. The  wretched birds 
11nve no  peace anywhere. During a very severe winter, mlrerl 
tlre big lakes and the  Jheluln ;ire blocked with ice, there must  
be plenty of wild-fowl-sbooti~~g, but, as  I have before remarked, 
i t  must be very difficult to  get  about  duriug such a season. 

I n  British territory t l ~ e r e  is really some very pretty s l~oot iag  
t o  be obtained iu  the Himalayas. F a r  be i t  from me to  help 
t h e  Xlonaul destroyers iu  nuy way ;  they have done damage 
enough, aud  bu t  for our  reserved forests, the  briglit- 
plumaged game birds bid fair t o  become extinct. N o t  long 
ago in a Government forest I couuted no  less than riiueteen 
cocli Mo~iau l  duriug one morning's walk. Five years ago there  
were scarcely al ly;  but before the  mania for bright fea t l~ers  
s e t  in, i t  was easy to get  six or  seven brace of Pheasants, of 
which three o r  four birds would be hlonaul on  any  wiuter's 
day in  these woods. 

I could not  very well ~nent ion  bet ter  places for P h e a ~ a n t -  
~ l ~ o o t i n g  than  I have doue, when sperrlriug of various ani~nals,  
B U C I I  as the Gooral, &c. I have never tried to  make a bng of 
Pheasants, so tha t  what I have doue should not be talreu as  
what could be done. I t  so happens tha t  I have spent  several 
winters i n  t he  Himalnyas and have only allot what I required. 
Often tlrere was no one to  give the  birds to, aud I have always 
1i:~d a great  admiratiou for them, and felt unwilling needlessly 
to  destroy them. Chikore have, howerer, been the exceptiou 
t o  this r i l e .  Day after day have 1 toiled after them, mid never 
h:i\.e I got beyoud a bag of teu  or  twelve brace. They a re  t he  
niost ~ g ~ r n v a t i r ~ m  creatures i n  existence ; they spoil one's do?, 

D. 
aud regularly t11.e one out  ; bu t  still they afford splendid 
ere~*cisc,  aud i t  is n very t r iumpl~nut  feeling, when, duririg some 
morning's mirlk, oue has scul-ed i~gniust them. Chikore nre 



verF fond of jeiv berries, a ~ r d  tlreir little weakness told 
etrong!p ngniirst them on  one ocrnsion when I was cilcamped 
on n ndge.  I could not  give u p  much time t o  the birds, bu t  
I did square a few accouuts during tlrose ten days. 

As I before remarked 1Iu1ne a ~ r d  Mnrslrnll's book lras so lately 
come through the  Press t ha t  a long digsertntion on Game  Birds 
would be useless. P h e a s a ~ l  t s  and  Partridges, botlr rare  ;111d 
comlnoli, a r e  tlrere fully described. I ll:~ve, therefore, a l u ~ o s t  
entirely confined my remarks on  small game to  what m:~y be 
found in I<ashmir-; and  have purposely omitted one  o r  two of 
t h e  rare  sl~ecies,  a s  t he  visitor will probably not come across 
them ; and  if he  does, can fiod them ou t  in  tlie book referred 
t 0. 

I n  Ladak  tlre small game is very useful in llelping ou t  one's 
limited cuisine ; and ~rorle mdre so than a re  the  hares. There 
a r e  several varieties t o  be found, and  they a re  all first-rate 
ea t ing ;  no t  nearly so dry and  illsipid a s  the  Iudinn animal. 
There  a r e  huudreds of hares under  t he  Marsemilr pass ill some 
of the  G y a  nullatrs, and  also near Shooshnl. H a r e s  a re  f o u t ~ d  at 
Gtilgit, a113 in endless other  places. They afford very pre t ty  
slrooting with a pea rifle, wtreu the  s p o ~ * t s ~ n a n  is lot11 to  
dis turb his shooting ground by frequent discharges of Ilia 
shot  gun.  

Mr.  Sterndale  has given u s  a long !ist of t l ~ e  various hares. 
Before perusing i t  I tind 110 idea there were so many species 
nild I expect bu t  few 111eu had. 





tllern dry a liltle, rub in some Iterosi~le oil, ancl set the velvet or1 
fire wit11 a wlttc11. I t  is a better plan tlinn utril)l)illg of tile 
velvet by liaud. I f  tlie points have  rot set hard, it ~*eni:~ins 
with the ~por t sn ln~ l  to  settle whether they are worth ]teeping 
or not ; I sliould say decidedly not, unless ns a memeuto of some 
very meworable st;ilk 01- drive. 

Skins are easiest tnrilred if they have never been dried a t  all, 
but if tlie furrier lives a t  any distauce, they m u ~ t  be dt-ied, 
but  never do so in the sun. If there is no shade available 
put  up  some blaultets over them d u r i ~ ~ g  tlie mid-day Iiours. 
If dried in the forests see tllat i t  is not done linder a resiuoua 
fir, or a t  any rate that no resin touches the air. 

Be very careful tli:tt all filtty matter is removed from Bear 
skins; once the fat has thorongtlly soaked iuto the skin, the 
Indiau dressers cannot remove it, and the skin remains bard 
and unpliant. 

When  Bear skins are sent in from a distance, more specially 
if in dry climate and a scorclliug sun, covelW the flesliy side with 
birch bark or cloth. Of course wrap the skin up so that the 
hair is not injured. 

Head skills are often troublesome to deal with. I have 
warned the lucky posseeser of good speicrneus to be sure and 
leave on plenty of' tlie neck sltin. This is more specially neces- 
snl-y in the citse of Mal-kllor, Oorial, Ther and maned or bearded 
auimals in general. Tlle eyes and lips require very careful 
slriunillg, and in hot climates arsenical soap, or some other 
preservative, is required. I n  cold climates, alum, well rubbed 
into the fleslly portious, is sufficient. Beware of wood ashee ; 
many a fiitin is spoilt by the coolies taking ashes from the 
fire before they have cooled down. 

The Kashmir sliilraris are too fond of overstretching the 
head slri~l by iuserting a bow of willow mood to keep i t  from 
&I-ivellirlg up. 'l'lie ends of this bow sliould be tied together 
with ~ t r i n g ,  or the pressure exerted I)y the wood to regain 
its natural shape stretches the mouth and eye openings beyond 
remedy. 

When skinning the head make tlie incision aloug the back 
l of tlie neck, not below the chin. 
( I f  SOU really care for making a collection you cannot do 
3 better than buy Mr. liowlaud Ward's treatise on these sub.jects. 

I wonld sooner 1i:~ve one head of each variety of game 
artistic:~lly set  up, and the remsinder wit11 simply the ~lcull and 
l~orus  tha11 any l lu~nber " stuffed;" but i t  is very difficult to 
keep set-up Iieads in I~idia  from upoiliug. 

Wily buy al.senica1 paste? You can malte it very qoiclrly, 
and for tbe merest trifle. Arsenic in very fine powder by 
weight, one par t ;  soap cut into slrreds an(1 boiled, two p:~~st~s, or 
l u o ~ ~ e  of the latter if R B ~ I . O ~ I , V  preparation is not required. Nix 
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well, and just  before i t  cools add a little turpentine, b u t  no t  
when too hoi, or i t  will evaporr~te. Yonle people ~ d d  camphor, 
but I do not uee any use in doing t l~ is .  

I t  is ecarcely worth while to tan skine youreelf; the furrier0 
will, i f  t l ~ e y  do i ~ o t  use aslt, probably do i t  better and ne clleap. 
Any really cnred-for specimeus should be a t  ouce s e ~ r t  to 
England. 

Jn the  plains, the  teeth of Tigers o r  Leopnrds must be 
encased in  wax, or they will oplit when expoeed to  the  air  and  
euu. This rewal.1~ only applies to  the hot and dry moutlle. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 
Fishing in Kashmir- Tungrole and ~Vorlh- W e s t  ge~levally .  

I HAVIS now come t o  t h e  most difficult chapter to  write. I 
have tried a great  many of the  smaller rivers with fly and  wit11 
spoon-bait, with worms, and  various other  baits ; but  have never 
made much of it. T h e  s t r e a ~ n s  in the Nowboog valley llold 
plenty of t he  fish which a re  called by courtesy trout,  but  
they will not talre freely. A t  certain seasons of tlie year, 
all t he  small tributaries teem with fish, t he  Liddar  and the 
Sindh beiug a s  good a s  a n y ;  b u t  lrow to  catch them in any  
quant i ty  by means of rod, liue, and  lioolr I have never diu- 
covered. 

I n  t h e  Jhe lum during J u n e ,  J u l y  and  August  T have had 
some very fair fishing a t  Sumbul bridge. The  fish talre a small 
spoon freely. T h e  best sport I had was iu  August.  A t  tllis 

place I have no t  seen very large fish ; t h e  average caught with 
the  spoon-bait a r e  about  3hs .  weight. T h e  largest do not exceed 
8 t o  1 0 % ~ .  

Lower down t h e  river a t  'Niugllel mbere t h e  Jhelum leaves 
the  Woolar  lake and  passes o u t  i n  the  direction of Sopoor, 
very big mallseer a re  killed during the  summer months. T h e r e  
is a famous r u n  a t  Sopoor bridge and a fairly good one by the  
Baramulla fort. Below this again there  is some grand looltiug 
water, b u t  I have never heard of any  large takes except a t  
Sopoor and  in  the  vicinity. 

Below t h e  Shukardin Ziarat, on t h e  Woolnr lake, will be seen 
n promontory composed of rock ; near this fi3l1itig is t o  be bnd. 
Trolling from a boat is often successful, bu t  the most killiug 
bait  is  a frog. T h e  frog should be tied on t o  t h e  hook, and on 
t h e  line a t  a distance of  about  eighteen i~iclles from tlre bait 
n weight is fastened. Tlie weight sinlrs t o  t he  bottom nnd 
keeps t l ~ e  frog do~vil ,  bu t  of course i t  has eighteen iuches of 
y!ay. This method of poaching is generally only elnployed a t  
nlgllt. 

I n  t h e  various lakes t he  small fish cau be speared from n 
boat, and on t h e  Mauasbal several fishermen a r e  daily a t  worlc. 

Every conceivable description of poachiug is resorted to  by 
tlle Kasllrniris. Branches of s t reams a re  turned, and  the 
mretclied fish left  high aud  dry. Unfortunately the villaRers 
a r e  too lazy t o  t u ru  tile water back again, n ~ l d  millions of you112 
fry :ire destroyed. 

Grass  is tllrown illto the  rivers in the winter ; tlle fi~11 ge t  
into the  cover t hus  afforded then], the Gsllerwan spe;Lrs 



tlleiil with n long lia~idled murderous loolrinq wenpon Still 
t h e  rivers in the  valley teein wit11 fish ; t he  Woolar, Dnl, nnd 
otlier sheets of water afford refuge8 and snfb breeding places. 

W i t h  a fly composed of white feathers arrd a bit of cri111eon 
cloth I have Iin? fair sport  ou the  summer evening0 uear nially 
of the  Jlielum bridges. 

011 t h e  Bliilnber route  there is good Mallseer fishing at  
N o w ~ b e r a .  A t  Hajoori, four marclles from Uhimber, lllallueer 
up  to  10lbs. in neifilit car1 be Itilled wit11 grilne flies. lllle b e ~ t  
flies a re  red llaclrle with golden plleasant t ip and buetard wing. 

A t  t he  f;tinous ancl well-lruown Ti~r~gro te ,  ( Index Map)  graud 
 port is t o  be had. Tangrote is twenty-eight miles from 
Jhelum, and, as  many of my readers a re  aware, i t  is the @pot 
where the  Poonch joins t he  Jhelum river. A t  Dennh there is 
a railway stntiou which i s  ouly tliirteen miles from Tnngrote 
bungalow. Tlie re turn  journey t o  J l ~ e l u ~ u  may be made t)y 
boat and takes about  seven hours. Within three hundred yards 
of t h e  fishing there is a good bungalow. This ie  i n  British 
territory, b u t  t he  fisliiug is done in Kaslimir waters. I n  tlie 
house, the  tariff for boats is posted u p  ; moreover a fishing 
register is kept, and shows the  sport obtaiued for many years 
back. The  register goes a long way towards proving tha t  
March  and October a r e  the best mouths in  the year. 

During heavy rain the  Pooncli comes down in flood, and  no 
fishing is to  be obtained a t  Tangrote. 

A friendly an?ler has liindly given the  following information :- 
l' I f  the  Poonch is muddy go to  Kotli. This place is four marches 
u p  the  Poonch, itnd when tha t  river is not  fishable, sport lnay 
b e  had in  t he  tributary a t  ICotli. The  fish in this small river 
will take fly, and  can be obtaiued u p  t o  151bs. in weiglit by this 
method ; whilst on a spoo~i  they are  talten up  t o  401bs." 

F o r  Tnngrote waters I think I a m  correct in  recommending 
a four-iuch gilt  spoon to  be used. 

Fo r  a fishing outfit for the valley of Kashmir, I mould tnlre a 
  tiff trolling rod, big wiuch and a couple of lines, no t  less 
than one lluudred yards each. A liglit fly rod, a winch, and  
n t rou t  line, a hank of gut ,  gilt spoons, and n few slnall horn 
baits. F o r  flies, n few ordinary t rout  flies of almost any  
description, soine big white moths, and any grilse flies in which 
bustard wing predomiuates. 

I n  the mulberry season small fish a re  t o  be caught mith thie 
f ru i t  used a s  a bait, b u t  i t  is very poor sport. 

I cannot a t tempt  to  enumerate all t he  rivers in the  North- 
Wes t  and Punjab wliere I have patieutly fished. and too often 
w i t h  indifferen't success, b u t  mentlon tlie Giri  i n  Nahun 
territory ; the  junctiou of tbe  Asun river mith the  J u m n a  iu 
t h e  Western  D u o  ; t he  junction of the Tonse river with the  
Jumurt below Kalsi in  the  aame Dun. The Ganges aud 
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Jlnmgunnn nre good in their  seasons, bu t  tlie bes t  spor t  I have 
had wns7n the  Snrdnh on the  Nepnul frontier. 

October i s  generally n good month, nnd so a r e  February and 
3Ia1.cli. ,4gnin when most of the  snow water  has cleared off 
ill J u n e  I have secured some fish in  t h e  Junlna.  POF the 
Maudngui  river, which is in t h e  Knjab of Tiree's territory, the 
suullner months a r e  good. 

Towards t h e  Changchenmo, on the  road between Tanks0 and 
t h e  BInrsemilr, t h e  small streams yield a few fish t o  t h e  angler ; 
b u t  many more t o  t h e  coolie, who cntclles them in his Lauds. 
Tlie fish lie under  t h e  banks which a re  hollowed o u t  by the 
scour, and a re  easily caught  by the  Rashmiris, who, a s  I before 
stated, a r e  adept8 at  all poaching devices. 
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